
The Early Camps On East Pond: 1910 - 1925
• East Pond Camp
• Camp Somerset
• Rocky Shore Camps
• Clement’s Camps
• Camp Musquemoosie/ 

Sandy Beach Camp
• Camp Norridgewock
• Alden Camps
NOTE: While three of these 
camps were located in 
Smithfield, the standard at the 
time was to use Oakland as 
their location as this was the 
train station used by their 
customers.Smithfield



Before The Camps

Most of the property surrounding East Pond was farmland.
In the late 1800’s & early 1900’s the Belgrade Lakes became a 

popular fishing location for people from away.
In 1900 the Belgrade Hotel opened in Belgrade Lakes Village and 

Edwin Clement was a Bellhop & Fishing Guide for guests.
In 1904, Edwin opened North Pond Camps. It was located on his 
father’s farm property in Rome and is the present-day location of 

Pine Tree Camp.
In 1910 Edwin purchased the Green farm in Smithfield and in 1911 

opened East Pond Hotel & Camps (now the site of Camp Somerset).
Arthur Fred Alden opened Alden Farm & Camps in 1911 having 

borrowed money from his father to purchase a 120-acre farm with a 
farmhouse and barn and then built 6 cottages on the lakeshore.



Tyler Corner
Access to East Pond was primarily from Oakland and this is what visitors would see shortly 

before arriving at their destination. Where D&L Country Store is now located.



Alden Farm & Camps: 1911 to Present
Opened in 1911 with Six Lakefront Cottages with 2 Bedrooms, a Sitting Room and a porch, 

but no Bathrooms. 
 1912 Add from Brooklyn Daily Eagle 1913 Short Article from Boston Transcript

 
 Oakland, ME Camps From the 1913 Brooklyn Daily Eagle Summer Resort Directory 



Alden Farm & Camps: 1911 to Present
By 1920 a Dining Room had been added to the Farmhouse.



Alden Farm & Camps: 1911 to Present
By 1920 There were 17 Cottages & a Multi-room Lodge.
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By 1920 There were 17 Cottages & a Multi-room Lodge.



Alden Farm & Camps: 1911 to Present
Even then, they were dedicated to their motto of “Swim-Fish-Fun”
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East Pond Hotel & Camps: 1911 thru 1920
Edwin Clement purchased the Green Farm on East Pond in Smithfield in 1910 and opened 

East Pond Hotel & Camps in 1911
In 1920 he sold the Camps to Joseph Bernstein of New York City, and it was converted into 

Camp Somerset the following year.
 Article From Waterville
 Morning Sentinel – July 1915 Ad from 1920 Brooklyn Daily Eagle



East Pond Hotel & Camps: 1911 thru 1920
The road (East Pond Road) to East Pond Camps 



East Pond Hotel & Camps: 1911 thru 1920
The Main House and Barn



East Pond Hotel & Camps: 1911 thru 1920
Boat Landing with Brickett Point in the Background



Rocky Shore Camps: 1917 - 1980
Asa B. Cayford obtained the property on the south shore of East Pond between East Pond 

Camps and Brickett Point in 1912 and opened the camps to paying customers in 1917.
  Ad from December 22, 1916 Boston Globe 
  Ad in Hartford Courant June 6, 1917

 

 Article from Morning Sentinel May 3, 1917

 Ad from Brooklyn Daily Eagle June 19, 1919



Rocky Shore Camps: 1917 - 1965
It was, and still is, a rocky shoreline



Rocky Shore Camps: 1917 - 1965
This camp still exists along the shoreline to the right of the main lodge.



Rocky Shore Camps: 1917 - 1965
Is being reconditioned by Hank & Anne Sarazin who are descendants of Asa Cayford.



Musquemoosie/Sandy Beach Camp: 1921 - 1946
Harry & Ellen Tozier purchased the property in November of 1920 and opened 

Musquemoosie Camp in June of 1921. It was renamed Sandy Beach Camp in 1931/32. It 
made up what is now Camp Manitou, Ghost Light Theater Camp and most of Benson Cove.

 Article from Morning Sentinel May 2, 1921 
  Brooklyn Daily Eagle ad, June 1942

 Ad from Morning Sentinel July 3, 1921



Musquemoosie/Sandy Beach Camp: 1921 - 1946



Camp Somerset: 1921 - 1985
At the end of the Summer in 1920, Joseph Bernstein of New York City purchased the East 

Pond Hotel & Camps and after extensive improvements over the winter it opened as a 
Summer Camp for Jewish girls in 1921. The camp was run by his wife, Fannie Bernstein. 

 American Israelite Cincinatti, OH 1921 1926 Summer Camp Guide 



Camp Somerset: 1921 - 1985
Main Building at Camp Somerset (East Pond Road running in front of it)



Camp Somerset: 1921 - 1985
Two of the Cabins at Camp Somerset 



Camp Somerset: 1921 - 1985
Music Room at Camp Somerset 



Camp Norridgewock: 1921 - 1932
In 1921, Arthur Condon of Northampton, MA purchased the three large islands located at 
the North end of East Pond and in the Summer of that year opened Camp Norridgewock.

 Ads From Springfield (MA) Daily News June 1921 & 1923

 From 1926 Camp Guide

  
  The fact that there
  was a motorboat at
  the camp is highlighted
  in several articles about
  the camp.



Camp Norridgewock: 1921 - 1932
For the most part, campers used the big island.



Camp Norridgewock: 1921 - 1932
The island in the background had cottages used by the staff and owner.



Camp Norridgewock: 1921 - 1932
Although not confirmed, it appears the camp closed due to the Great Depression



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
In 1922 a corporation called New East Pond Camps, Inc. was formed, and they purchased a 
portion of what was called the Asa Brickett farm. This included most of what is now Brickett 

Point as well as the Island off the West shore. 
In June of 1922 they opened as New East Pond Camps with 14 Bungalows (w/ bathrooms), a 
main building with dining hall (including kitchen and icehouse), a pump house, a garage to 
hold 8 automobiles, two tennis courts, a dock system (with swim float) and a boat house.

  Edwin Clement was hired as the General Manager for the 1922 Season. 
At the end of 1922, Clement bought out the mortgage and foreclosed on the property. He 

reopened the next year as Clement’s Camps which was in operation through 1938.
It was then sold to E. K. Davey (a longtime customer of Clement’s Camps) and operated 

under the name of Davey’s East Lake Camps through 1960.
Davey sold the property to Zipse’s East Lake Camps, Inc in 1961 but it was not really 

operated as a commercial venture and in 1965 it was sold to Annabessacook Lake Shores, 
Inc. who subdivided it and sold the properties and cottages.



Clement’s Camps: 1923 - 1960
Prior to opening in 1923 the existing cottages were “put into first class condition”

 Moring Sentinel 5/28/1923  Ad from Hartford Courant: June 6, 1923

  Ad from Brooklyn Daily Eagle: May 25, 1924



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
The initial 14 bungalows were pretty rustic looking



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
Over the years, an additional 12 Cabins were added for a total of 26



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
And they were much nicer inside



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
And they were much nicer inside



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
An extensive Walkway System and Dock System were part of the camps



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
And the Main Building was expanded to be 120’ long



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
The Main Building was used for Dining, Entertainment and numerous social events



Clement’s Camps: 1922 - 1960
View of Island and updated Dock System – Davey’s East Lake Camps



Credits
The photos in this presentation are from the Penobscot Marine Museum’s,                             

Eastern Illustrating & Publishing Company Collection.
The East Pond Association purchased the rights to use these photos for informational 

purposes only and they are not available for sale. Some have been cropped for use.
 The Eastern Illustrating & Publishing Company of Belfast, ME was founded in 1909 as a 
producer of post cards. The owner, R. Herman Cassens and his photographers travelled 

through rural New England and photographed local landmarks and businesses. The 
exposed glass plate negatives were sent to the factory in Belfast to be printed and the 

finished postcards were sent to the businesses and sold for 2 to 5 cents. The company 
went out of business in 1947 leaving over 50,000 glass plates and negatives.

In the late 1980’s the glass plates and negatives were acquired by the Rockport Institute 
for Photographic Education and in 2005 the task of cleaning, identifying, organizing and 
cataloging them began. But in 2007 a broken pipe flooded the building they were stored 
in. The collection was saved and ultimately donated to the Penobscot Marine Museum 

just a few miles from where this story began.
It is interesting to note that the text on each of the postcards had to be applied by 

workers in a mirror image. Also note that numbers in the text have nothing to do with the 
year that the photo was taken.
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