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Incorporation of Smithfield
After a little over 2 weeks of discussions and haggling in the Maine Senate & House a 
bill was passed to incorporate the town of Smithfield on Saturday February 29th, 1840.

While it appears that the 
town of North Lisbon was 
also incorporated on the 

same date, further research 
shows that additional 

discussions occurred in the 
legislature the following 

week and the name of the 
town was officially 

incorporated as Webster on 
March 7, 1840. It is now 

known as the town of 
Sabattus.



Happy 24th Birthday Smithfield

Portland Evening Express 
2/29/1940

Waterville Morning Sentinel 
2/29/1940

As the Portland Evening 
Express points out, when you 

are born on Leap Day, you 
only have an official Birthday 

every 4 years. What they 
forgot is the fact that each 

century year must be divisible 
by 400 to be a Leap Year. This 

means that 1900 was not a 
Leap Year so it is Smithfield’s 

24th Birthday. 
But, it is still our 100th 

Anniversary!



Planning for the 100 Anniversary Celebration

Bangor Daily News - 3/6/1940 Portland Press Herald - 3/21/1940 Bangor Daily News - 4/29/1940

$200 Raised for the festivities The dates are set and events are being planned
Old Irish tradition allows ladies 

to propose to men every 4 
years on Leap Day. Maybe this 
tradition will be carried over to 

the 4-day celebration. ☺



It Finally Arrives
From the Cover of the Souvenir Program

(an original copy on file at the Groves House)



Official Greeters For Celebration

Charlotte Jewett (on the high wheeler) and Daisy Groves (on the trike) on Sunset Camp Beach, with 
Roller Rink in background, were named as official greeters for the celebration.



The Programme For Day 1 & 2
From the Souvenir Program

(an original copy on file at the Groves House)



The Programme For Day 3 & 4
From the Souvenir Program

(an original copy on file at the Groves House)



The Parade
August 8, 1940

From the Waterville Morning Sentinel
August 9, 1940



Sunset Camps Float – Verney Merrow’s Truck with Daisy Groves on left, Louise Groves on right



Fairview Grange #342 float with Bertha Towle & Emery Taylor



Seldon Harlow on horse, Verney Merrow’s truck with Daisy & Louise Groves on each Fender.



Seldon Harlow on Horse



Ralph Markham (self-appointed mayor) & Deputy Sheriff Leon D. Witham



Leon  Richardson & Eugene Charles



Leon Richardson & Chester Berry



Sidney Witham leaning on Cab of truck, Daisy & Louise Groves on left & right fenders respectively



Daisy & Louise Groves among others on Verney Merrow’s truck 
parked in front of Louise Apartments & Daisy Cottage



Daisy & Louise Groves on Verney Merrow’s Truck with Verney driving it



School 
Dedication

From the Waterville Morning Sentinel - August 9, 1940



School Dedication – August 8, 1940



Horse & Ox Pulling and an operating Blacksmith Shop

From the Waterville Morning Sentinel – August 9, 1940

There was a $100 
purse for the 
horse pulling



Log rolling competition at Sunset Camps



Maine Forest Service exhibit



Dinners & Suppers By the Grange all 4 days

Masquerade Roller Skating & a Dance

Old fashioned Chowder Party by local guides

A Woodsmen’s Contest

A Rolling Pin Throwing Contest

From the Bangor Daily News – 08/13/1940

A One Mile Dash

Potato Races

More foot races including a three-legged race

Greased Pig Catching

More Horse Pulling

Swimming Events (including tub tilting, egg & spoon 
races and a firemen’s relay)

Blacksmith and Horseshoeing

Aquaplane Racing

Old Town Indians put on a show
A Softball Game

Multiple Band Concerts

Motorboat Races

A Model Airplane Meet
A Baseball Game

Old Time Moving Pictures

A visit by Charles Greely & Antiques on display.

At least they got it right in the article.

Horse Pulling

What a busy 
Weekend



There Are Always Some
 Hiccups During Big Events

(but not too many)

Portland Press Herald – 8/9/1940 Morning Sentinel – 8/12/1940

Morning Sentinel – 8/12/1940



Morning Sentinel – 8/12/1940

And To Wrap It All Up
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