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DEDICATION

VELYN
BEAULIEU

This year’s Annual Report is dedicated to Evelyn Beaulieu.

For close to 30 years, Evelyn has been the welcoming voice of Sandy River Plantation,
always ready to assist, answer questions, and ensure everything ran smoothly. Her
dedication to the town and its residents has been unwavering, and her contributions
have left a lasting impact on the community.

Throughout her tenure, Evelyn has not only been a reliable resource, but also a trusted
friend to many. Whether solving problems, answering inquiries, or simply offering a
listening ear, she has been a constant presence at Town Hall, always going above and
beyond for the people of Sandy River.

As Evelyn steps into retirement, we reflect on the countless ways she has shaped this
community over the years. We are deeply grateful for her commitment, her tireless
work, and her warm spirit. While we will miss seeing her smile at Town Hall, we are
excited for her and Dave as they embark on this next chapter together.

Evelyn, thank you for your incredible service. We wish you a retirement filled with joy,

relaxation, and new adventures. Your legacy will remain an important part of Sandy
River for years to come.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

January
Hunting & Fishing Licenses Available
Annual Dog Licenses Due
February
Unregistered Dogs Assessed $25.00 Late Fee
April
All Property (Real & Personal) Assessed to Owner of record April 1st
To qualify for property tax exemptions applications due April 1st
June
Annual Town Meeting, third Saturday in June
Fiscal Year Ends June 30th
July
New Fiscal Year begins July Ist
October
Taxes Committed October 31st
November
Tax Bills Mailed
December
Taxes paid in full by the 31* qualify for 2% discount

HOLIDAY DATE OBSERVED

Mew Years Day January 1st

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Third Monday in January
Washington's Bithday/Presidents Day  Third Monday in February
Fatriot's Day Third Monday in April
Memorial Day Last Monday in May
Juneteenth June 19th

Independence Day July 4th

Labor Day First Monday in Seprember
Indigenous Peoples Day Second Monday in October
Veterans Day November 11th
Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday in November
Thanksgiving Friday Fourth Friday in November
Christmas Day December 25th




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION’S MUNICIPAL TEAM
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

Elected Officials

Board of Assessors/Overseer of the Poor/Road Commissioners

Steven Carr, First Assessor Joanne Taylor, Second Assessor
Roger Lowell, Third Assessor

Clerk / Tax Collector Treasurer Moderator
Evelyn Beaulieu Mercedes Freeman Christopher Farmer
Budget Committee

Sharon Dingfelder, Carol Hoffman, Rodney Varney

Animal Control Officer & Constable
Lisa Symes

RSU #78 Board of Directors
(School Board)
Bob Greene - (2026), Mary Richards, Chair - (2026)

Appointed Officials

Ballot Clerks
Sharon Dingfelder, Kathy Ferguson

Civil Defense Director E-911 Coordinator Fire Warden
Evelyn Beaulieu Mercedes Freeman Evelyn Beaulieu
Local Health Officer Plumbing Inspector Registrar of Voters
Evelyn Beaulieu Paul Ferguson-Packard Evelyn Beaulieu

Welfare Director
Evelyn Beaulieu

Other Officials

Transfer Station Attendant RSU #78 Superintendent
Michael Lowell Georgia Campbell
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SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT BOARD OF ASSESSORS

February 22, 2025

Assessors Letter to the Taxpayers

Dear Constituents,
During the past fiscal year your Assessors have been working on a variety of new projects.

The town Hall bridge which was damaged in the December and January storms has been
repaired. The bridge was the sole access to Rangeley during the flooding.

The Sandy River Town Hall has been repainted and the stoop and back door which had some
rot has been replaced.

To strengthen our emergency preparedness we installed a generator and scanner.

We retired the old copy machine with a new networking copier, printer, scanner and updated
the office computer system.

Road repairs were done on Edelheid, Bypass, Raymond and Gray Roads.

The Assessors participated in quarterly region meetings with Rangeley, Dallas, and Rangeley
Plantation, in an effort to increase communication among the municipalities.

The biggest change we affected was hiring a new Town Clerk fo replace our clerk of 29 years
who retired.

Respectfully submitted,

Your Sandy River Plantation Assessors
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TOWN CLERK

THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS HELD A TOTAL OF 12 MEETINGS
(REGULAR, SPECIAL & WORKSHOPS) FROM JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024

Elections Ballots Cast
November 7, 2023  Statewide Referendum 78

March, 5, 2024 Presidential Primary 52 i\\\ ?{é%
June 11, 2024 24

State Primary

June 22, 2024 Annual Town Meeting 24
Voter Statistics
159 Active Registered Voters Licenses and Permits
Issued
é\‘o ° Democ.rats >0 ATV Registrations
z:x:z Republicans 52 Boat Registrations 50
Green 3 Business Registrations 0
Unenrolled 54 Dog Licenses 16
Ballot/Election Clerks Hunting & Fishing Licenses 9
Sharon Dingfelder Liquor Licenses 1
Kathleen Ferguson Snowmobile Registrations 9
Vital Statistics * *k ﬁ
Name Age Date of Death
Births 0 Deborah Spanks Ryder 70 October 13, 2023
Marriages 3 Holman Day Ferguson 88 February 27, 2024
Deaths 2
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The role of animal control continues to support public safety, animal welfare, and peaceful

ANIMAL CONTROL
FIRE WARDEN

coexistence between residents and pets. Continued education and support for licensing and
vaccination will remain a focus in the coming year.
General Duties Performed by Your Local Animal Control Officer
. Enforced state and local animal control laws

- Responded to reports of stray, injured, or aggressive domestic animals

. Locate owners and return lost pets when possible
. Transport unclaimed or dangerous animals to appropriate shelters or holding facilities
. Investigate complaints related to animal cruelty, neglect, or nuisance behavior
. Issue verbal warnings or citations as necessary for violations of animal control laws
. Maintain records of calls, incidents, and resolutions

Animal Control Officer Contact: Ryan H. Thompson 207-670-8201

General Duties and Responsibilities of the Fire Warden

« Enforce regulations regarding open burning and fire permits as required by the Maine Forest
Service

. Issued burn permits for residents, ensuring compliance with state guidelines and seasonal
restrictions

« Responded to wildfire incidents, coordinating with local fire departments when necessary

« Monitor fire risk levels and communicate with residents about fire safety and conditions

« Maintained up-to-date records of burn permits issued and fire incidents

- Educated the community on fire prevention, especially during high-risk fire seasons

« Work closely with local firefighters to ensure proper fire safety procedures and training

26 Burn Permits Issued - July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024
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LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER

This report highlights general public health challenges
the State of Maine faced during the Fiscal Year
July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024

1. Substance Use and Mental Health
Overview: Maine experienced continued impacts from the opioid epidemic and a growing demand for
mental health services, particularly in rural areas.

Statewide Response:
« Expanded access to naloxone and overdose prevention efforts.
 Increased mental health awareness and promoted community-based support services.
« Highlighted the need for workforce support in behavioral health services.
2. Mosquito-Borne Illnesses
Overview: Reports of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and West Nile Virus in animals led to statewide
alerts and public education efforts.

Statewide Response:

« The Maine CDC issued prevention guidance, emphasizing mosquito control and personal protection.
« Local officials were encouraged to monitor and report potential cases.

3. Housing and Environmental Health
Overview: Poor housing conditions, including issues like mold, sanitation, and overcrowding, continued to
impact health outcomes across Maine.
Statewide Response:
« Emphasis on the connection between affordable housing and public health.
« Municipalities were encouraged to inspect housing complaints and support residents in accessing

safer living conditions.

4. Tobacco Use and Regulation
Overview: Tobacco use, especially among youth and through flavored products, remained a concern.

Statewide Response:

« Ongoing promotion of smoke-free policies and tobacco cessation programs.
« Advocacy for the regulation of flavored tobacco products to reduce youth access and usage.

Conclusion

While this report does not reflect plantation-specific cases or actions, it outlines significant public health
trends in Maine that inform the work and priorities of local health officers. The plantation remains
committed to supporting public health through education, compliance with state guidance, and
community awareness.




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT LOCAL PLUMBING INSPECTOR

Paul Ferguson-Packard, LPI
6 Packard Way
Sandy River Plt, ME 04970
Home: (207) 864-2971
Cell: (207) 670-5093

Dated: April 1, 2025
Cireetings Sandy River Plt. Assessors,

This is a report on all the plumbing permits that have been issued for Sandy River Plantation for
FY 2023/2024. 1 have not issued any violations or stop work orders in this period.

External - HHE-201): 4
Internal — HHE-211: 7
Total Permits Tssued: 11

—4Hh
ol farpse st

Paul Ferguson-Packard
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ANNUAL REPORT TRANSFER STATION

Transfer Station Hours of Operations
Summer Hours:
Wednesdays May 1* to October 1* 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
October 2™ to April 30" 8:00 am - 10:00 am
Sundays 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

The Transfer Station continues to serve the community efficiently by offering convenient disposal options
and maintaining compliance with state waste management regulations. In the coming years, the Board &
Attendant will be working toward further community engagement and exploring options for composting
or other waste diversion programs that could benefit the plantation, including a “Second Chance Shed”.
General Duties Performed
« Supervised operations of the Transfer Station, ensuring the proper disposal and recycling of
household waste
« Ensured compliance with all state and local waste management regulations
« Managed the collection of recyclables, yard waste, and bulky items such as furniture, appliances, etc.
« Provided guidance to residents on proper waste sorting and recycling practices
« Conducted regular inspections to ensure that the Transfer Station was in good condition, safe, and
properly maintained
« Coordinated with local waste haulers to arrange for timely pickup and disposal of materials
« Monitored and ensured that hazardous waste was properly segregated and disposed of according to
state guidelines
Waste Disposal & Recycling
Household/Mixed Solid Waste collected: 6.55 Tons
Recyclable materials collected: 12.62 Tons
Construction & Demo debris disposed: 1.06 Tons
Mixed Scrap Metal: 7.23 Tons

&

100%

%

g WE DO NOT ACCEPT BRUSH
WE DO NOT ACCEPT TIRES

?J-

% WE ENCOURAGE RECYCLING
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SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT ASSESSOR’S AGENT

' ‘ It has been my pleasure to serve Sandy River Plantation as its Assessors” Agent over the last
vear. The Assessor 1s responsible for property valuations, tax abatements, supplemental tax balls,
and matters regarding property tax cards/maps and the assessing program. Please call the office
to schedule an appointment. Annually, the Assessor's Office reviews valuations and makes
adjustments to the valuations that include any additions and deletions. We are also responsible
for majntajnjngi accurate records of property ownership. Part of the assessment process includes
conducting an annual "ratio study”, which compares the actual selling price of property to
assessments. The most recent study conducted for the state valuation purposes indicated the
assessed values, on average, to be at approximately 100% of market value.

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

Most homeowners whose principal residence is in Maine are entitled up to a $25,000 reduction
in valuation. To qualify, homeowners must fill out a simple form declaring property as their
principal residence by April 1 in the tax vear claimed. Once the application 1s filed, the
exemption remains until the owner sells or changes their place of residence. Forms are available

i1 the Town Office.

VETERANS EXEMPTION

Any person who was 1n active service in the armed forces of the United States during a federally
recognized war campaign period and, if discharged or retired under honorable conditions, may
be eligible for a partial exemption from taxes on their primary residence.

The Veteran must have reached age 62 or must be recerving a pension or compensation from the
United States Government for 100% disability, either service or non-service connected.

Application forms can be obtained in the Town Office and must be filed with military discharge
documentation on or before April 1st of the year it will go into effect.

BLIND EXEMPTION

Eesidents of Sandy River Plantation who are certified to be legally blind by their eye care
professional are eligible for a partial exemption from taxes on their primary residence in the
towi.

Eespectfully Submitted, ‘

Roger W. Peppard CMA
RID Appraisal Inc.




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

RIS HEOTE ASSESSOR’S AGENT CONT.
Real Estate- Building Value {(Homestead + BETE + Veterans + Blind) 594,215,200.00
Real Estate-Land Value 557,419,900.00
Exempt (Veterens/Blind/Homestead,/BETE) (516,854, 500.00)
Real Estate Valuation Total 5134,780,600.00
Personal Property 51,112,200.00
Total Billable 5135,892,800.00
Homestead Exemption Reiumbursement {76%) 51,121,000.00
BETE Exemption Reiumbursement [(50% Enhanced) 58,503,110.00
Total 5145,516,910.00
Valuation [Less Exemptions) $135,892,800.00
2024 Mill Rate 50.00625
Met Assessment for Commitment: 5849,330.00
2024 Tax Commitment 5930,282.55
Homestead Reiumbursement ($7,006.25)
BETE Reiumbursement (553,144 .44)
MET Assessment for Commitment 5870,131.86
2024 Municipal Appropriation 5376,974.98
RSU &78 Appropriation 5258,906.98
Franklin County Tax £255,909.00
Overlay 523,497 31
TOTAL Assessment: $915,288.27
State Municipal Revenue Sharing 55,807.58
Homestead Exemptions 57,006.25
BETE Reiumbursement 553,144 44
Other Revenue 50.00
TOTAL Deductions: 565,958.27
2024 TAX COMMITMENT: $849,330.00
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TREASURER’S

Local Funds:

Dog Licenses: V2

Agent Fees 24.00 Y @f. X

Town Fees 132.00 &— oi S
Hunt/Fish Licenses: B

Agent Fees 17.00 REVEINUE
Motor Vehicle Registrations: State/Federal Funds Received:

Agent Fees 154500  BETE Reimbursement 35.276.00

Town Excise Tax 70,08089  gchogl - Interest On Public Lands 22 047.20
Recreational Vehicles: Homestead Reimbursement 7.183.00

ATV Agent Fees 38.00  state Municipal Revenue Sharing 5,807.58

Boat Agent Fees 69.00  Tree Growth Reimbursement 15,835.82

Boat Excise Tax (Town Fees) 977.58 Urban Renewal Program 2187872

Snowmobile Town Fees (Reimb. Veterans Exemption 40.00
State) 138.02 General Assistance Reimbursement 0.00

Snowmobile Agent Fees 45.00 Total Monies Received 108,068.32
Vital Statistics - Town Fees 174.00
Permit Office Fees 5000 Other Funds Received:

Inspection Fees 0.00 Workman's Comp Reimbursement 17417
Townhall Income 972 37 Total Monies Received 174.17
Transfer Station Disposal Fees 1,507.20  Total Funds Received By Plantation 183,503.35
Tree Growth Withdrawal Penalties 0.00
Total Monies Collected 75,260.86

Beginning
Bank Balances Balance Ending Balance
Integrity Money Market Account 246 624 .20 497.095.74
/\ Business Checking Account 3,001.76 6.701.11
&’ FSB 7 month CD #8183810 251,605.25 -
' Total Account Balances 501,231.21 503,796.85
Interest Collected Within Bank Balances
Integrity Money Market Account 3,673.81
Business Checking 0.00
*FSB 7 Month CD #3183810 248572
Total Interest Collected 6,159.53
The following monies are within the bank balance figures but are considered
"special reserve book accounts” {per past Town Meering votes).
Beginning
Balance Ending Balance

Civil Emergency Account 7,809.05 7,809.05

Forest Fire Account 101,345 56 101,345 56

Froperty Reeval 8155.00 8155.00

Restore Graves 50.00 50.00

Total Special Reserve Monies 117,359.61 117,359.61

The following monies are within the bank balance figures but are considered

"surpius book account”. Any undesignarted monies are put into this account yearly o be

used by the voters 1o reduce 1axes.

Surplus (see money to reduce taxes at

Town Meeting) 23174774 242 024.01

Contingency Fund 2206511 B6676.18

253,812.85 248,700.19
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ANNUAL REPORT TREASURER’S CONT.

| 2023 - 2024 Departmental Expenses |

001 Governmental
Expendituras Receipts
Discountst/abatements 9.751.77 Carry Forward B.B9l1.85
Town Vaote B,040.14
TOTAL EXPEMDED 9,751.77
Carry Qver 7.680.23
TOTAL 17,432.00 TOTAL 17,432.00
010 Administration
First Assessor 2,000.00 Carry Forward {50.00)
Second Assessor 1,200.00 Town Vate 4,800.00
Third Assessor 1.200.00
Maoderator
Constable 150.00
TOTAL EXPEMDED 4.550.00
Carry Ower 200.00
4.750.00 4.750.00
AsSess0r's Agent 4 585.00 Carry Forward 5,287.50
Town Vaote 2,520.00
TOTAL EXPEMDED 4,585.00
Carry Over 3,222.50
TOTAL 7.807.50 TOTAL 7,807.50
General Government Expense
Advertisemeants 290.59 Carry Forward 2,198.72
Dues & Feas 2,006.00 Town Viote 1,868.00
Legal Cousel 1.580.00
TOTAL EXPEMDED 4.276.59
Carry Over (209.87)
TOTAL 4,086.72 TOTAL 4,066.72
Finance
*&udit of Books 5,700.00 *[Previously Part of Town Hall Account)
{Included wy Townhall Expendituras)
Deputy Treasurer 16.865.17 Carry Forward 3,570.07
Town Viote 24 90,00
TOTAL EXPEMDED 15.885.17
Carry Over 11.6654.50
TOTAL 28 530.07 TOTAL 28,530.07
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TREASURER’S CONT.

Planning - LUPC 59,740.328 Town Vote 8/2023 26,757.00
Money raised @ Town Meeting after payment.

Carry Over (32,983.38)
TOTAL 26,757.00 TOTaL 26,757.00
Town Office Account

Building and Grounds 1.850.00 Carry Forward 15,038.99
Computer Software/Repalrs 5,201.24 Towmn Vote 25,000.00
Electricity 1,343.74 From Surplus 153.00
Equipment 3325 Town hall Income 17359
Heating Oil 284239 Money Mis designated (Stabilization) 19838
MapsiUpdates -
Offlce Supplies 284561
Postage 637.81
Fropane 123.83
Records - Deeds & Transfers 530.26
Repairs/Maintenance 8,28593
Telephone/Intarnat 237B.086

* Moved 1o other Departments

Audit of Books [from above) &, 700.00
Elections 1,585.81
Travel & Training 211886
TOTAL EXPENDED 34 535.79
Carry Over 6,028.57
TOTAL 40,564.36 TOTAL 40,564,356
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
*Elactions 1,585.81 .
Previ rt of Townhall
“Travel & Training 211.88 reviosly part of fown
Town Clerk Salary 55.000.00 Pulled from Surplus (not in budzet] 55,000.00
TOTAL 55,000.00 TOTAL 55,000.00
Insurances
Employes Health Insurance 13.418.88 Towmn Vote 25,300.00
Property & Casualty 25831.00 From Surplus 24165
Public Officials | Bond) 450.00 Insurance return 17417
Workers Comp 1,507.00 Carry Forward {1,B41.95)
Unemployment 140 .45
TOTAL EXFENDED 18,447.36

*Part of Payroll Budpet Previousty

FICA - Town Share 545.09
Medicare - Town Share 1322.32
Carry Over 562651

TOTAL 24.073.87 TOTAL 24,073.87
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PN LD TREASURER’S CONT.,
General Assistance
Expendad - Carry Forward 1,963.17
Carry Ovar 1,963.17
TOTAL 1,963.17 TOTAL 1,963.17
015 Public Safety
FirafRescue Contract 50,901.05 Towm Vote 51,555.85
Sludge Site - Carry Forward 2,627.45
Anlmal Control -
Anlmal Control Officer 3530.00
Animal Control Mileage/Tralning 39.81
Franklin County Shelter 304.80
TOTAL EXPENDED 51,595.66
Carry Over 2,587.84
TOTaAL 54,183.30 TOTAL 54,183.30
020 Public Works
Highway
Contract Service Arctaris 12,000.00 Town Viote Contract Srevices 10,000.00
Repalr/Maintenance 60,875.06 Town Vote Highway 53,000.00
Winter Roads 27,150.00 Carry Forward (Town Truck) 9.473.48
TOTAL EXPENDED 100,026.08 Carry Forward Contract Service! 75,555.49
From Surplus Gen. Journal 209 57,315.68
Carry Forward Highway 1,582.76
Carry Over 106,201.35
TOTAL 206,927.41 TOTAL 206,927.41
Solid Waste
Attendants Wages 9,657.00 Town Vate 46,000.00
Buildings & Grounds 150.00 Carry Forward 15,186.75
Contract Services 32,487.95 Wasie Disposal Collectad 1,537.20
Elaectricity 449,64
Licensing & Permits 552.00
Repairs & Maintenance -
Supplies -
TOTAL EXPENDED 43,296.59
Carry Over 19,487.36
TOTaAL 62,783.95 TOTAL 62,783.95
County Tax
Franklin County Tax 240,142.54 Town Vote 222 8687.00
Carry over 0.96 Carry Forward 17.278.50
TOTaAL 240,143.50 TOTAL 240,143.50
Education
RSU# 78 186,303.76 Town Viaote 186,203.76

TOTAL 186.303.76 TOTAL 186,303.76




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

PN LD TREASURER’S CONT.

Funding Requests

Rangelay Town Park 400.00 Town Vote 21.887.98

Rangeley Fireworks 400.00 Carry Forward 418.02

Health Ride Van 2.500.00

Rangeley Friends of Arts 250.00

American Red Cross 10:0.00

Androscogin Home Health 10:0.00

Area Elderly Meals 2,000.00

Maine Forestry Musaum S00.00

Rangeley Chamber of Commerce S00.00

Rangelay Community Radio 250.00

Rangeley Cross Country Ski 500.00

Rangelay Family Madicine 1.500.00

Rangelay Herltage Trust/Milfoll S00.00

Rangeley Public Library 7.188.00

Rangelay Reg. Health & Wellness 1.868.00

Rangeley Reg. Health Behavior 2.500.00

Rangelay Snowmobile Club S00.00

Safe Volces 500.00

Senoir Plus -

Western Mtn Shrine Club -

Carry over 250.00

22.306.00 TOTAL 22 306,00
SANDY RIVER PLT. ASSETS
REAL ESTATE
Land(s) $96,500.00
Building(s) $73,350.00
OFFICE

Office Furniture $5.024 83
Office Equipment $18,134.27
Building Machinery & Equipment $13,066.67
Outdoor Equipment $2.471.02
Software $416.88
Reference Material $424 50

$209,388.17
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TAX COLLECTOR

The annual tax commitment is historically issued on October 31st annually.

A 2% discount is available to taxpayers who pay their full obligation by December 31st.
Interest on unpaid taxes begins accruing on January 31st, at the rate established by a vote of
the municipal legislative body. This interest applies only to the unpaid principal balance and is
tracked separately from the original levy.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Tax Collector’s Office managed ongoing billing, delinquency
notices, and payment processing. Efforts were made to encourage timely payment while
maintaining compliance with statutory requirements and municipal policy.
Collections remained consistent, and the office continues to prioritize accurate accounting and

responsive service to taxpayers.

O C
OUTSTANDING TAXES
O C
NAME TAXBILL PRINCIPAL
YEAR
CHAPMAN, PAUL 2023 $62.48
DOHERTY, RICHARD 2023 $258.44
HISTORICAL COMPARISO,
DUNN, RONALD & MORTON, CATHY 2023 $1,028.65
FRANK, CAROLINE 2023 $255.03
GUSLER, TROY 2023 $543.58
TAX IMMEDIATE
HEBERT, LORI 2023 $868.47 FISCAL MILL
YEAR BILL RATE COLLECTION
JOHNSON, FONDA 2022 $62.42 YEAR RATE
JOHNSON, FONDA 2023 $61.34
KIDDER, DAVID 2023 | $1,251.30 JULY 2019 - JUNE 2020 2019 $4.60 97.05%
LAUGHLIN, HENRY 2023 $677.06
MARTIN, MICHAEL & SUSAN 2023 $144.84 ]ULY 2020 - ]UNE 2021 2020 $4.75 96.40%
OLSEN, ERIC & SALLY ANN 2023 $971.28
RICHARD, COREY 2023 $149.38 o
JULY 2021 - JUNE 2022 2021 $4.87 97.07%
RICHARD, CORY 2023 $146.54
ROBBINS, JEDEDIAH & JACOB 2023 $38.62
ULY 2022 - JUNE 202 2022 $5.78 .08%
SADDLEBACK RP 26-28 2023 $1,814.76 I ] 3 51 9796/
SEABOLD, LINDA & DAN
HUISH, DAVID & HEATHER 2023 $242.82
’ JULY 2023 - JUNE 2024 | 2023 $5.68 06.59%
TESSIER, ANTHONY 2023 $387.094
THAYER, VALERIE & BENJAMIN 2023 $1,836.34
WHITEHEAD, RICHARD 2023 $1,033.76




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT AUDIT EXCERPTS

RHR

SMITH

& COMPANY

Frreesm Exportiee £ Iniggnin:

March 17, 2025

Board of Assessors
Sandy River Plantation
Sandy River Plantation, Maine

We have been engaged by the Sandy River Plantation, Maine and have audited the
financial statements of the Sandy River Plantation, Maine as of and for the year ended
June 30, 2024. The following statements and schedules are being reviewed with
management and have been excerpted from the 2024 financial statements, a complete
copy of which, including our opinion therecn, will be available for inspection at the Town
Office upon completion of the audit.

Included herein are:
Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds Statement C

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in
Fund Balances - Governmental Funds Statement E

Budgetary Comparison Schedule - Budgetary Basis
- Budget and Actual - General Fund Schedule 1

Schedule of Departmental Operations - General
Fund Schedule A

RHR Smith & Company
Certified Public Accountants

3 Old Orchard FEoad, Buxton, Maine 04093
Tel: (800} 300-7708 (207} 92946048 Fax: (207) 929-4a09
www thrsouth com




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT
AUDIT EXCERPTS CONT.
STATEMENT C
SANDY RIVER PLANTATION, MAINE
BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
JUNE 30, 2024
General
Fund
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $ 506,586
Accounts receivables (net of allowance for uncollectibles):

Taxes/liens 13974
TOTAL ASSETS $ 520,560
LIABILITIES

Accounts payable 5 485

Accrued expenses 15,383
TOTAL LIABILITIES 15,868
DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES

Deferred tax revenues 9,584
TOTAL DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 9,584
FUND BALANCES

Monspendable -

Resfricted -

Committed 2814

Assigned -

Unassigned 491,994
TOTAL FUND BALANCES 494 808

TOTAL LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES

AND FUND BALANCES 5 520560
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STATEMENT E
SANDY RIVER PLANTATION, MAINE

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024

zeneral
Fund
REVEMNUES
Taxes:
Property taxes $ 758,753
Excise taxes 61,067
Intergovemmental revenues 89,690
Charges for senices 68 A67T
Miscellaneous revenues 8,895
TOTAL REVENUES 986 872
EXPENDITURES
Current:
General govemment 269 561
Public safety 72480
Health and sanitation 43336
Education 198,304
County tax 240,143
Highways 40,355
Other 142 786
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,006,965
NET CHAMNGE IN FUND BALAMNCES (20,093)
FUND BALANCES - JULY 1, AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 470,710
FUND BALANCE CORRECTION 44 191
FUND BALAMNCES - JULY 1, AS RESTATED 514,901

FUND BALANCES - JUNE 30 $ 494 808
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SCHEDULE 1
SANDY RIVER PLANTATION, MAINE

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE - BUDGETARY BASIS
BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024

Varance
Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive
Original Final Amounts (Negative)
Budgetary Fund Balance, July 1,Restated $ 514901 $ 514901 $ 514901 % -
Resources (Inflows);
Taxes:
Property taxes 796,183 756,183 758,753 2570
Excise taxes - - 61,067 61,067
Intergovemmental revenuss:
State revenue sharing 6,640 6,640 5779 (861)
Homestead exemption 6,907 6,907 7,183 276
Tree growth refund - - 15,836 15,836
BETE reimbursement 35,261 35,261 35,276 15
Other intergovemmental revenue - - 25616 25616
Charges for senvices - - 68,467 68,467
Miscellaneous revenue - - 8,895 8,895
Amounts Available for Appropriation 1,319,892 1,319,892 1501773 181,881
Charges to Appropriations (Outflows):
General govemment 152,127 152,280 269,561 (117,281)
Public safety 30,380 87,696 72,480 15,216
Health and saritation 46,000 46,000 43,336 2,664
Education 186,304 186,304 198,304 (12,000)
County tax 222 867 222 867 240,143 (17 .276)
Highways 63,000 63,000 40,355 22 645
Other 104,313 104,313 142 786 (38,473)
Total Charges to Appropriations 804 991 862 460 1,006,965 (144 505)

Budgetary Fund Balance, June 30 $ 514901 $ 457432 $ 494808 5 37 376
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SANDY RIVER PLANTATION
ANNUAL REPORT

FY 25.26 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

SANDY RIVER PLANTATION
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
BOARD OF ASSESSOR’S TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Saturday, June 21, 2025

Franklin, 35 State of Maine

To: BEyan H. Thompson, a Constable of Sandy River Plantation, in said County of Franklin, State of Maine.

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of Sandy Biver Plantation,
gualified to vote in Plantation affairs. to assemble at the Plantation Town Hall in Sandy Biver Plantation on Saturday,
the 21st day of June, 2025 A.D. at 10:00 a.m. then and there to act on Article Al throngh Articles FE1 of this warrant.

Genaral Note: The Plantation warrant presents the proposed budget for the period of July 1, 2023, through June 30,
2026. The proposed municipal budget in this warrant combined with RSU 78 Education and Franklin County tax levies,
produces a total budget for Sandy River Plantation, which becomes the basis for the property tax levy. RSU 78 and
Franklin County budgets are approved independently from this warrant. Sandy River Flantation s estimated allocation
for RSU 78 is §293,940.69 and for Franklin County is §339,194.00.
ARTICLE Al: To choose a moderator, by written ballot, to preside at said mesting.

ARTICLE A2: To see if the Plantation will allow nen-residents, who have information pertaining to any following
articles, to speak when recognized by the moderator.

AETICLE A2: To elect. by written ballot, the Board of Assessors (those elected shall also serve as Overseers of the Poor
and Foad Commissioner)

Oune (1) - for a three-year term

One (1) - for a twe-year term

One (1) - for a one-year term

ARTICLE A4: To elect. by written ballet. a member to the Regional School Unit No. 78 (RSU #78) Board of Directors.
One (1) — to serve remainder of a three-year term ending June 2026, due to resignation.

ARTICLE AS: To choose all other necessary Plantation Officers and Committees for the ensuing year not elected by
written ballot or appointed by the Board of Assessors.

Budget Committes 3 - for a one-year term

BUSINESS ARTICLES

ARTICLE Bl: To see if the Plantation will vote to set a date for taxes on real estate and personal property to become due
and payable.

RECOMMENDATION: January 1, 2026
ARTICLE B2: To see if the Plantation will vote to authorize a discovnt of 2% on property taxes paid in full within thirty

{30) days from the date of commitment of the tax list to the Tax Collector and to raise and appropriate from taxes the sum
of §10,112.30 for that pwpose.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass




SANDY RIVER PLANTATION
ANNUAL REPORT

FY 25.26 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

ARTICLE Bi: To see if the Plantation will set a rate of 7.5 % interest to be assessed by the Plantation on delinguent
taxes, and to set a delinguent date.

FECOMMENDATION: Interest Eate 7.3 %6 per annum. pursuant to 36 ME.S. § 505 4 and delinquent date to be 90 days
from the date of tax commitment.

AERTICLE B4: To see if the Plantation will vote, pursuant to 36 M.ELS. § 506, to avthorize the Tax Collector and
Treasurer to accept any prepayiments of taxes not vet due or assessed. Any taxes paid above the amount finally assessed
shall be repaid without interest upon request.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE B5: To see if the Plantation will vote to set the interest rate to be paid by the Plantation on abated taxes at
3.5%% for the fiscal year.

FECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.
ARTICLE B6: To see if the Plantation will vote to appropriate tax abatements and applicable interest out of overlay.
FEECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

AERTICLE B7: To see if the Plantation will vote to authorize the Board of Assessors to appropriate all Fiscal Year
2024/2025 overdrafts from undesignated fund balance.

FEECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE BS: To see if the Plantation will vote to authorize the Board of Assessors and the Treasurer to carry forward
specific account balances from the current vear to the same accounts for the ensning vear for the specific purpose of each
account.

FECOMMENDATION: The article to pass. (3339 004.85)

ARTICLE B2: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Assessors to dispose of town owned property
which they determine is no longer needed or usable by the town, on such terms as they deem advisable.

EECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE Bl1: To see if the Town will avthorize the municipal officers to dispose of tax-acquired property via
guitclaim deed by either (A) offering the property to the former owner(s) or if deceased, to is'her/their
heirs/devisees/personal representative for a price equal to all outstanding taxes, interest, fees and costs; or (B) using the
process required by 36 MBS § 943-C, provided that if the board is vnable to list or sell the property as required by §
943-C(3), the board may sell the property through a competitive sealed bid process in which a notice advertising sale of
the property shall be published at least twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. For sales other than to
the former owner, excess sale proceeds, as defined in 36 M.E.5. § 943-C, shall be returned to the former owner.

FECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE Bll: To see if the Plantation will vote to avthorize the Board of Assessors and/or Treasurer, to accept gifts,
real estate, donations, and other funds, including trust funds that may be given or left to the Town, and to further anthorize
the Select Board to expend such sums of money as it deems necessary from these funds for their designated purposes.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.
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ARTICLE Bl12: To see if the Plantation will authorize the Board of Assessors to enter into leases. contracts and
agreements on terms and conditions deemed necessary and appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE Bl3: To see if the Plantation will vote to autherize the Board of Assessors and/or Treasuger acting in
concurrence with the Board of Assessors to seek, accept and disburse grant funds from private, state or federal agencies,
for the purpose so designated in each specific grant.

EECOMMENDATION: The article to pass.

ARTICLE Bl4: Shall the Plantation vote to authorize the Board of Assessors, on behalf of the Plantation, to join with
other participating punicipal and quasi-municipal emplovers to group self-insure for the provision of workers'
compensation benefits, as authorized by 39-A MESA Sec 403, said group to be kmown as the "Maine Municipal
Association Workers' Compensation Fund" (Fund); and for that purpose and in consideration of the mmiual covenants and
agreements among participating employers, to authorize the Board of Assessors to enter into a Fund Indemnity Agreement
on behalf of the Plantation and take whatever other actions may be necessary. The authority granted herein shall continue
watil revoked.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass. (The vote does not bind coverage or commit Sandy River to obtain coverage
throngh MMA Eisk Management Services).

CAPITAT TMPROVEMENT &
SPECIAL RESEEVE ACCOUNT ARTICLES

20242025 2025-2026

Request
A. Civil Emergency 7.809.05 *0.00
E. Forest Fire Account 10,000.00 10.000.00
C. Property Reval B.15500 ***66345.00
D. Restore Graves 30,00 =0.00
E. Roads Improvement Reserve 0.00  **30,000.00
F. LRAP Capital Improvement Reserve 20,000.00 0.00

$46,014.05  $106,345.00
*Carry Forward **Eamed Revenue Trangfer *¥*Raire, Carvy Forward and Trangfer

ARTICLE C1: To see if the Plantation will vote to raise and appropriate from taxes $10,000 for the Forest Fire Account
Special Reserve, an existing non-lapsing special reserve fond from which the Board of Assessors may expend for the
designated purpose of the reserve.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

Naote: Forest Fire Account Canry Forward $111,345.56, pursuant to 12 MBS §9204 Municipalities shall pay the costs for controlling and
extmzuishing forest fives up to 1/4 of 1% of thew state valuation on a calendar vear bazis.

ARTICLE C2: To see if the Plantation will vote to raise and appropriate from taxes $42,849.01 for the Property Fewval
Special Reserve, an existing non-lapsing special reserve fond from which the Board of Assessors may expend for the
designated purpose of the reserve.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

ARTICLE C3: To see if the Plantation will vote to transfer and appropriate $23,495,99 from surplus (Undesignated Fund
Balance) to the Property Reval Special Beserve for the purpose of conducting a revaluation of real estate in the Plantation.

EECOMMENDATION: The article to pass (FF 24/25 Overlay)
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ARTICLE C4: To see if the Plantation will vote to transfer and appropriate $30,000 from the General Fund revemme
source motor vehiele excise tax to the Foads Improvements Feserve, a non-lapsing capital reserve fund designated for
future road projects. from which the Board of Assessors may expend for the stated pwpose of the reserve.
FEECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

OPERATING EXPENSE ARTICLES

ARTICLE EX1: To see if the Plantation will vote to raise and appropriate from taxes $ 228,800.01 for Administration.

2023-2024  2024-2025  2025-2016

Request
A. Elected Officials 4,750.00 4.850.00 6.730.00
B. Assessors Agent 7.807.50 9.005.00 8.700.00
C. General Government 46,231.83 35,742.90 20,600.03
D. Finance 35,530.07 25,464.90 22.660.00
E. Planning 26,757.00 3298338 50,643.00
F. Town Office 31,838.99 30,580.78 25550000
G. Tax CollectorTown Clerk 56,100.00 63,700.00 63,680.00
H. Insurances 23,658.05 30,52534 2241418
I. Payroll Liability 5,248.57 5,555.08 7.802.80
J. General Assistance 1.963.17 1.963.17 0.00

§230,885.18 $140,370.55 $228,300.01

RECONMMENDATION: Board of Assessors recommend $228.800.01
Budget Committee recommends $228.800.01

ARTICLE EX2: To see if the Plantation will vote to raize and appropriate from taxes $ 101,602.89 for Public Safety.

2023-2024  2024-2015  2023-2026

Eequest
A. Fire and Rescue 3090105 6427846 62.858.03
E. Amimal Control 1.782.25 1,742 44 781.00
C. EMS. 20,119.00  23.404.00 37.690.00
D. Enhanced E-911 T08.96 1981.77 273 86

§73,511.26 $91.406.78 $101,602.89

RECONDENDATION: Board of Assessors recommend $101.602.89
Budget Committee recommends $101.602.89

ARTICLE EX3: To see if the Plantation will vote to raise and appropriate from taxes $ 91,460.00 for the Public Works

Department.
2023-2024  I0214-2025 2025-2026
Request
A. Highway 198094 16  212.007.12 *50,000.00
B. Solid Waste 61,186.73 5963736  41.460.00
C. Sanitary Sewers 1.500.00 1.500.00 0.00

§250.250.91 S271.644.45 591.460.00
Note® Raize £50,000.00, Carry Forward 543,000 00 and Trangfor £33.000.00

RECOMMENDATION: Board of Assessors recommend $91,460.00
Budget Committee recommends $91.460.00
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ARTICLE EX4: To see if the Plantation will vote to transfer and appropriate 333,000 from the General Fund revenue
source motor vehicle excise tax to the Highway Department Operating Budget, to be used for the fiscal years highway
maintenance and operations.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

ARTICLE EX 5: To see if the Plantation will vote to transfer and appropriate 51,500.00 from the Sanitary Waste Septic
Sludge Account to the Solid Waste Transfer Station account.

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

FUNDING EEQUEST AETICLES

ARTICLE FRI1: To see if the Plantation will vote to raise and appropriate from taxes the sum of 57,100 to fund
contributions to the following agencies.

2023-2024  2024-2025 2025-2026

Fequest
A, Maine Forestry Musenm 500.00 500.00 500.00
B. Rangeley Public Library T188.00 7476.00 5000.00

C. Rangeley Health & Wellness 1868.00 1681.00  *1600.00
50.565.00 $9,657.00  §7.100.00
*Note: For vouth, sewiors ' programming, community outreach and cperatienal suppor:

RECOMMENDATION: The article to pass

ARTICLE RV1: Shall the Plantation appropriate funds from non-property tax revenues for the approved articles in EX1
through FR.1, which includes $100,000.00 from undesignated fund balance?

Estimated Revenues § 105,996.75

EECOMMENDATION: The article to pass
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ANNUAL REPORT FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Scott R. Nichols, Sheriff

Steve Lowell, Chief Deputy
Business Office: (207) 778-2680 123 County Way
Toll Free: (800) 773-2680 Farmington, ME 04938
Fax: (207) 778-9064

January 2025

To our friends in Sandy River PIt.
The Sheriff’'s Office answered 212 calls for service in Sandy River Plt. for 2024 which is about average for you.

Whether or not calls for service increase or remain stable, we have seen an increased demand for patrol to
assist towns who may have police departments that find it difficult to fill vital patrol slots. The Sheriff’s Office
Patrol Division remains a force multiplier to assist those towns. We have either covered calls full-time in some
towns or assisted in filling a patrol gap when needed. We will always do our best to support our patrol friends
and peers in all towns within the county.

Because of these increased needs, we have had to find innovative ways to add additional staff through grants
or the state Unorganized Township funds to fill our own gaps in coverage. We have also added an additional
sergeant’s position to our supervisory staff to help oversee patrol operations day.

We continue to see an increase in people who are drug addicted or suffer from mental health issues.
Whenever a deputy runs into this type of contact it can easily take him off the road for hours if not for the rest
of the patrol shift while he guides the person in crisis through the process of seeking the help they need for
their addiction or mental health issues.

Where do people go after they have had contact with law enforcement and have been arrested? Well, they
go to the county jail. Our dedicated staff of Corrections Officers work hard within the walls of the jail to also
help guide people who arrive angry and/or addicted.

In order to help combat these issues within our community, the Sheriff's Office through the leadership of
Franklin County S.0. Sergeant Ryan Close and Director LeeAnna Lavoie of the Healthy Community Coalition of
Franklin County applied for and received a Bureau of Justice Assistance grant called COSSUP. This stands for
“Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant and Substance Use Program”. This grant will enable the Sheriff's Office Jail
staff to comprehensively address the impact of illicit opioids, stimulants, and other substances through a
vetted model approach which has proven results in other jails within Maine. This model, once fully
implemented, will work to prevent and reduce drug overdose incidents and death, as well as reduce jail
recidivism rates.

Not only have we been working on behalf of people that encounter law enforcement, but we have also been
concerned with the mental health of our local first responders within Franklin County. In March of 2023,
several public safety agencies within Franklin County banded together to create the County’s first Public Safety
Peer Support Team. Working with the International Critical Incident Stress Foundation (ICISF), all members of
the team were trained and certified in Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM) in April of 2023.

1
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Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Scott R. Nichols, Sheriff

Steve Lowell, Chief Deputy
Business Office: (207) 778-2680 123 County Way
Toll Free: (800) 773-2680 Farmington, ME 04938
Fax: (207) 778-9064

January 2025

The Franklin County Peer Support Team provides several services for First Responders in Franklin County.
These first responders include fire, EMS, corrections and patrol personnel. Primarily, members are resources
for their agencies and those surrounding them. Members organize and facilitate Critical Incident Stress
Management Debriefings when requested. In 2024, members organized and facilitated 7 Debriefings with over
90 participants. Members also conduct one on one check ins when a referral for a First Responder was
received. Members organized and facilitated dozens of one-on-one check ins.

The Franklin County Peer Support Team has continued to add members to the team and get them CISM
trained. The FCPST meets monthly to discuss various topics, trends, and continue on-going training to keep
skills fresh. This allows the team to be ready to respond at any time. In September, the area hosted its annual
Wellness and Resiliency Seminar at UMF which was widely attended by over 90 First Responders locally and
from away.

In closing, | want to thank all of you for the support that you have provided to the Sheriff's Office over the
years. We could not be as successful as we have been without you as our partner. Contact me anytime at 207-
778-2680 or email me at snichols@franklincountymaine.gov if you wish to discuss an issue.

| pray 2025 will be a blessing to you all.

Respectfully, %
e,

Sheriff Scott R. Nichols
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Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Scott R. Nichols, Sheriff

Steve Lowell, Chief Deputy

Business Office: (207) 778-2680 123 County Way
Toll Free: (800) 773-2680 Farmington, ME 04938

Call Type Call Total Call Type Call Total Call Type Call Total
911 Hang up 25 Emergency Mental Health 0 Parking Complaint 0
Abandon MV 0 Escort/Transport 0 Request for phone call 2
Alarm 14 Footbeat 0 Remove Subject 0
Animal Complaint 6 Follow up investigation 0 Road Hazard 6
Arrests 0 Fire Alarm 3 security checks 0
Assist other officer/agency 0 Found Property 0 Sex Offenses 0
Assault 0 Fire, vehicle 0 SORNA violation 0
Assist Citizen 5 Fire, structure 0 School Admin Action 0
Assist other agency 0 Harassment complaint 1 Shots fired/fireworks 0
Attempt to locate 0 Information 20 Special Detail 0
ATV/Snowmobile complaint’ 0 Intoxicated Person 0 Suicidal person 0
Bail/Probation check 0 Juvenile Offenses 0 Suspicious Activity 3
Barricaded subject 0 K-9 Assist 1 Theft/Fraud 0
Background check-firearms 0 Late Report 2 Threatening complaint 0
Burglary 1 Lewd behavior 0 Traffic Control 0
Building Checks 7 Lost & Found prop 2 Treein road 0
Civil Issue 2 Fireftree/lines down 1 Trespass complaint 2
Complaint other 0 Medical Emergency 47 Vandalism 1
Community policing 0 Missing Person 0 Vio of Bail conditions 0
Death Investigation 0 M/V accident injuries 7 Vio of Protection Order 0
Dispatch Information 0 M/V complaint 8 Warrant Arrest 0
Disturbance 0 M/V accident no injury 22 Warrant Search 0o
DHHS Referral 0 M/V traffic violations 17 Welfare Check 5
Disabled MV 0 Noise Complaint 1 Warrant/Probation check 0
Domestic Disturbance 1 Paperwork Service 0 Weapons Violation 0
Drug law violation 0
Elder Check 0

61 132 19

Total calls for Service 212
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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY
LAND USE PLANNING COMMISSION
32 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-022

JANETT. MIm1s Anianna E. BEaL
(GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

February 11, 2025
Via U.5. Mail and E-mail (letter and report only)
Board of Assessors
Sandy River Plantation
33 Townhall Rd
Sandy Fiver Plt, ME 04970
RE: 2024 LUPC Annual Permit Summary Report
Dear Board of Assessors:
Please find enclosed a summary of Land Use Planning Commission (LUPC) permitting activities in Sandy River
Plantation for 2024. Depending on permit activity, data may include:
s  Approved or on hold permits for activities that reguired permit approval when applicants sought it;
+ Information about permit applications submitted and later withdrawn by the applicant;
s Notifications received for activities that require notification to the LUPC; and
¢ Information about enforcement cases that have been resolved.
Please note that some activities do not require LUPC approval, and some may have been completed without a
permit, though a permit was required.
Alzo enclosed are copies of a recently updated LUPC brochure on accessory structures that we hope you will make

available at the Plantation office. Recent mile changes require property owners to notify the LUPC if they plan to
build an accessory structure. Data on the notifications will be included in next year's annual report

The LUPC regional staff serving Sandy River Plantation include:

Rachel Hauber, Environmental Specialist ITT Jennifer Larson, Environmental Specialist IT
(All Non-Residential Development) (All Residential Development)
Phone: (207) 670-7493 Phone: (207) 670-7492
E-mail: Rachel Havber@maine gov E-mail: Jennifer Larson@maine gov
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best regards,

gy Gspnn

Stacy Benjamin
Chief Planner
(207)441-3761

Enclosures: 2024 Annual Permitiing Summeary for Sandy River Plantation; Accessory Structure Brochures

mack R Bevm /)
S R oErA ITMIIHT or qu: um 23?'2631
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SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT NORTHSTAR AMBULANCE SERVICE

P\ aincHealth

Emergeney Medical Services

SUBSIDY FORMULA DISCUSSION

Since its mception as NorthStar in 2005, MaineHealth EMS has operated with a subsidy formula
that has several elements and is intended to cover the deficit from operations (income from all
insurance, Medicare, MamneCare and other sources less expenses of personnel costs, vehicle costs,
supply costs, and administrative costs.)

As I'm sure towns and communities have felt in their own budgets, expense have been increasing
rapidly over the last couple of years. Unfortunately, this has created a need to increase the
subsidies for FY2026. We anticipate call volume will be flat and we will continue to see low
reimbursement from Medicare, Maine Care and other insurance companies. This includes private
insurance companies that due to a change in law, only have to pay 200% of what Medicare is
paying. This has been one of the greatest challenges impacting our income over the last few years.

MaineHeatlh EMS for the Franklin sector is budgeted to lose approximately $834. 000 in our FY25
vear. We worked with our local EMS Advisory board and mutually agreed fo raise the subsidy by

approximately £384 000. The remaining $450,000 will be absorbed by MaineHealth EMS-
Franklin.

Thankfully, MaineHealth Franklin Hospital, was able to secure confingency capital funding to do
some much-needed renovations on two of our five bases. The two that we own have not had any
major work done on them in years. With the support of MaineHealth Franklin Hospital we were
able to put over $300,000 back into those two bases. Those renovations for Livermore included a
refurbished in garage with an updated exhaust system, new floors throughout and fresh paint. In
Farmington, we replaced flooring. update the kitchen and appliances, and fresh paint throughout.

MaineHealth EMS will continue to keep our operations as efficient as possible, while supporting
our community, and providing quality pre-hospital life-saving healthcare. We will continue to
strive to make the subsidy formula as fair as possible for our community partners. working with
our local Advisory board. We are happy to hear your feedback about the formula.

We really appreciate the support of our towns and communities in the greater Franklin County
area. Should you like further information on how the formula was developed, please feel free to
call or email Stephen Smith, MaineHealth EMS’ Director at 779-2770 or

stephen smith@mainehealth org.
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ANNUAL REPORT NORTHSTAR AMBULANCE SERVICE CONT.

Parts of the Formula

Demographics. When the imitial formula was developed, several demographic categories were
considered, and the formula was narrowed down by the MaineHealth EMS Advisory Board to the
three elements that best represented the region’s diverse aspects. After reviewing the 2010 Census
information, the Board felt that these elements were still valid. These are:

Population (2020 Census data). Since the ambulance business is about people, population is a
broad indicator of how often the services will be used.

Residential Valuation (using most cumrent vear State Equalized Values). Again, focusing on the
“people” by using Residential Valuation instead of the broader Total Valuation, this is an
indication of overall development in the area. This factor 1s weighted less than the other factors
but 1s the only value that changes based on inflation and/or with development in the area. Use of
this factor allows a small inflationary increase for MaineHealth EMS’ operations.

Housing Units (2010 Census data). In most towns that do not have seasonal fluctuation, the
housing units correspond to the population but it 15 a good measure of the potential of seasonal
visitors and residents (and taxpavers) and thus, along with population, is an overall measure of
projected activity in the town.

County Unorganized Ternitory (UT) information was estimated based on the latest UT annual
reports and state valuation reports. MaineHealth EMS does request an updated housing units for
2025 for yvour town/territory.

How the Formula Works

Mill rate The mill rate has steady at 0.09 for several years. This vear we increased it to 0.102 to
help increase the subsidy equally.

Fee. A single Flat Fee for each town and a single fee for each UT This had been unchanged for
several vears. This year it increased from $7.000 to $7.500.

A Dollar Value. A dollar amount in each category is applied to each fown's demographic value.
Residential valuation remained flat in towns and territories serviced by MaineHealth EMS. As
outlined above this factor normally allows for a small inflationary increase for operations.

This year we increased from $13.60 per person to $17 per person based on the population. We also
increased the per unit from a rate of $25 to $30.

A Distance Factor. The center of population for the region that MaineHealth EMS serves is, in

fact. in southern Franklin County. However, MaineHealth EMS has positioned crews and
ambulances at strategic points around the region to assure that we respond quickly throughout the
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ANNUAL REPORT NORTHSTAR AMBULANCE SERVICE CONT.

territory. Four of these five bases are crewed 24/7 to assure timely coverage of the entire area,
including those in sparsely settled areas. The farther away from the center of population, there are
fewer people per square mile and thus fewer runs per day. With fewer runs, there is less income to
offset the expenses of keeping an ambulance ready all the time for that town.

Since the subsidy is based on MaineHealth EMS’ overall deficit, a distance factor is appropriate
when looking at the financial impact of serving very mral areas with an ambulance always staffed
and ready fo respond. In this formula, the total sum of the fee and other factors described above 1s
multiplied by this distance factor. (Specifically, the distance factor 1s the ratio of distance to the
town from the population center point divided by the average distance). To limit the effects of
both very short and very long distances the factor has been ‘capped’ with a minimum and a
maximum ratio value. For FY2026 the distance maximum ratio value has been increased back to
0.89 (was 0.79) and the minimum ratio value will be 0.24.

FATIENT
CENTERED
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SANDY RIVER PLANTATION

ANNUAL REPORT RANGELEY FIRE DEPARTMENT

ESTABLISHED 1894

[b&f) RANGELEY FIRE RESCUE

o {207) 854-3800
Chief Michae! Bacon FireChief@rangeleyme.org

Total (488)

0 -Fire
0 2 - Cwerpressure Rupturs, Explosion, Owerheat[no fire]
| EREET
4 - Hazardous Candition (Mo Fire)
Bl G- Gervice Call
6 - Good Intent, Call
7 - False Alarm & False Call
B 2 - Severe Weather & Matural Disaster
B 2 - Special Incident Type
Mane f In Progress

&1 [12.536)

Dear Sandy River Plantation Resident,

Rangeley Fire Rescue responded to 488 calls for service within our coverage area. Of those calls, 28 were in Sandy River
Plantation with the highest generated call being tied with Vehicle Accidents and Fire Alarms.

Being operationally ready to respond means training. To be ready for all emergencies your community may face we
train. Rangeley Fire Rescue firefighters in total trained for 1,229 hours across a wide range of topics from fire
suppression to incident command to better serve your community.

Rangeley Fire Rescue has also begun rolling out a community CPR training program that is free to residents. Please feel
to reach out if you are interested in attending.

Some other programs that Rangeley Fire Rescue offers include; courtesy life safety inspections, help with insurance
reviews, and urban wildland interface reviews to name a few. If you ever have a question regarding your property or life
safety, please reach out we may have resources to provide assistance.

As always, thank you for allowing us to serve your community.

Yours in Service,

Michael A. Bacon

Chief Rangeley Fire Rescue
Office: 207-864-3800

Email: firechief@rangeleyme.org

RANGELEY STATION 1

15 School 5t - Rangeley ME D4570

OQUOSSOC STATION 2

13 School St - Ranpeley ME 04570
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‘ UNITED STATE SENATORS » REPRESENTATIVES TO CONGRESS

Susan M. Collins
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1904 Jared Golden

PHONE (202) 224-2523 1710 Longworth House Office Building

www. Coluns.Senate. gov
Washington, D.C. 20515
Angus S. King, Jr.
133 Hart Senate Office Building Phone (202) 225-6306

Washington, D.C. 20510 WWW.GOLDEN.HOUSE.GOV
Phone (202) 224-5344

www.King.Senate. gov

‘ STATE OF MAINE GOVERNOR

Janet T. Mills
1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0001
Phone (207) 287-3531

www.Maine.gov

: STATE OF MAINE SENATOR

Joseph Martin
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0003
Phone (207) 287-1505

Joseph.Martin@legislature.maine.gov

STATE OF MAINE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE

Michael Soboleski
2 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0002
Phone (207)287-1440
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SUSAN M. COLLINS COMMITTRES
i AFPACEALA TN S
Viey Bruatt
£13 (IRKSEN SENATE COFFICE BLILEFHG lﬁgﬁ&“ﬁgﬁ“ﬁ

WRSHRRGTON, D0 2081 51004 .
13| - Jey a SELECT COWMnTTal
T A0 (1A nl ma Ol INTELE KIENCE

WASHINGTOMN, DC 208610-1904

Dear Friends:

It is an honor to represent Maine in the United States Senate. and I welcome this opportunity to share
several key accomplishments for our state from the previous year.

As Vice Chair of the Appropriations Committee, I have secured nearly 3580 million for 230 projects
across all of Maine’s 16 counties to promote job creation, workforce training, and economic development;
expand access to health care; suppert law enforcement; improve public education and infrastructore; and protect
our enviromment. As the new Congress begins. I am honored to be taking the helm of the Committee, the first
Mainer to do so in nearly a century, and I remain committed to ensuring that federal spending produces real
results for our state and nation

Maine has the oldest average age in the country, which 15 why [ have long prioritized health-focunsed
legizlative efforts. There were more than 1,860 health care bills introduced during the 118th Congress. Only 135
health care bills were signed into law. and [ was a lead sponsor of five of them_ These bills will enhance care for
individunals with Alzheimer’s, avtism, and substance abuse issues through improved research fonding,
strengthened public health programs, and increased support for rural first responders.

Ancther important bill that I coauthored was the Social Security Fairmess Act. Since 2003, when I led the
first-ever Senate hearing on the Windfall Elimination Provision and the Government Pension Offset, I have
sought to end these provisions of the Social Security Act that nnfairly reduce the Social Security benefits that
public employees or their spouses have earned. I am pleased to say that with the passage of my bill, the Social
Security Fairness Act, in December, public sector retirees will now receive the full Social Security benefits they
have eamed.

When the Maine way of life was under threat. I was certain to defend the interests of our state. I worked
to protect Maine’s potato farmers when the Department of Agriculture tried to reclassify the potato from a
vegetable to a grain. I thwarted efforts to consolidate USPS mail operations at the Hampden postal facility,
which would have distupted mail delivery throughout our state. I sounded the alarm with leaders at the FBI and
Departments of State and Treasuwry on the spate of illicit marijpana growing operations that are destroying
properties and providing refuge to foreign criminals in our state. Following damage to our working waterfronts
after last winter’s storms, I secured $15 million to help fishing communities recover. | championed fonding to
support the Maine Asr National Guard base. Bath Iron Works, and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.

Agz of last December, I have cast more than 9,100 consecutive votes, continning my record of never
missing a roll-call vote since my Senate service began in 1997. My ranking as the most bipartisan Senator
reflects Maine's tradition of working with a spirit of cooperation and respect.

My highest priotity as a Senator is to ensure that Maine’s needs are met. If ever I can be of assistance to
you, please contact one of my state offices or visit my website at collins senate. gov.

Sincerely,

Suzan M. Collins
United States Senator
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January 1, 2025
Dhear Friends,

Each year comes with renewed hope — to celebrate each other's successes and care for each other
in times of need. 1 am thankrul o each town in Maine Tor their commitment to their
communities, to their citizens, and to this country, We always work together to get things done.
This past year was no different,

First, it was a true honor 1w be reelected to the United States Senate for another six-year term,
Throughout my travels around the state, | heard many concerns about the cost of living and
affordability of housing. Many of you also shared your concerns about access to medical and
mental health services. The Inflation Reduction Act has been incredible for older people in Maine
~ Medicare is finally negotiating lower prices for prescription drugs, on top of the $35 per month
cap for insulin that took etfect in 2023, We have an opportunity to build on what we have in
common and do what Maine people do best: we will continue to help each other and lead
through example,

[ have also been consistently working to help our veterans, My team has repeatedly been
successiul in securing long-overdue recognition of military medals for many of Maine’s combat
veterans und working 1o resolve issues with claims, wavel pay, and access to healthcare and
benefits our veterans earned through their selfless service to our country. | have also worked with
my Veterane Affaire and Defence partnere in Wachington to auceesstinlly passe a national defiense
bill that strenpthens our national security, takes care of our service members, and supports Maine
businesses from Aroustook o York County.

| am also thankful to have such an incredible team across Maine available to vou for hurdles you
may lace with the federal govermment, Whether it be veleran issues, social security problems,
student loans, immigration, IRS and more, please never hesitate to reach out to my offices in
Presque lsle, Bangor, Augusta, Portland, or Riddeford and allow us the chance to he part of your
solutions.

Together, over the next six years, | know we can continue to build a stronger, brighter future for
o preat atate Thank yon for heing one of the reasons Maine is so special; it is not only a
pleasure to serve you — it is a pleasure to know you. Mary and [ wish you a happy and sale
2025,

ANG L KING, TR,
United Statcs Scnate
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Washington Office Committee on Armed Services
1710 Lemgwarth Hosse Oifice Building
Washingien, DV, 20515
Phome: (202) 225-6306
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Committes on Small Business

www.golden house.gov g
Jared Golden
Congress of the United States
2nd District of Maine
IDE.EI Friends,

I hope this letter finds you well. It's an honor to continue serving as your representative in Congress,
and I fake the responsibility very seriously. Thank vou for the opportunity to share an update on the
work I've been doing for the people of the Second Congressional District.

Fisheries: This spring, the Atlanfic States Marnne Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) announced a
gauge increase for lobsters caught in the Gulf of Matne beginning in January 2025, Maine
fishermen warned that this decision is founded on incomplete and inaccurate data. Additionally,
this gauge increase could put Mainers at a competitive disadvantage to Canadian fishermen with
looser regulations. That’s why I sent a letter to the ASMFC wurging them to delay their decision
until they can evaluate data with fishermen, whose proactive stewardship provides invaluable
insight. I have also submitted an amendment to this vear’s funding bill that would block federal
funding from being used to implement and enforce a gauge increase. Because of these efforts, the
ASFMC made the decision to delay the implementation of this new requirement. I'll always
stand with Maine lobstermen against unfair, unnecessary regulations that threaten their
livelihoods and industry.

Veterans: The first meefing I attended as an elected official was with a large group of veterans
and the former Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans Services. We discussed a lot. but one
1ssue rose above the rest: how liftle was being done for Maine veterans who needed treatment for
mental health 1ssues or substance use. At the time, there were no in-patient freatment beds in
Maine, so veterans had to wait for a bed to open up at an out-of-state facility. Fast forward 10
years, through unending red tape, and I'm delighted fo report we just broke ground on a
treatment facility at the Togus VA Medical Ceater in Augusta. This was the direct result of the
tireless advocacy of veterans from across our state — this win is theirs.

Postal Service: This spring, the U5, Postal Service (USPS) announced plans to consolidate and
move some processing operations from the Eastern Maine Processing & Distribution Center in
Hampden to Scarborough. This would have caused significant mail delivery delavs that
disproportionately harm rural commumnities. That's why I introduced the Iimely Mail Delivery

& State Street, Swite 101 7 Hatch Dirive, Suite 230 179 Lisbon Street
Bangor, ME (4101 Caribou, ME 04736 Lewiston, ME (4240
Phonae: (207] 249-740( Phone: {207) 4526004 Phone: {207) 241-8767
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and Postal Services Protection Act, which would have halted this planned consolidation across
the country. Following these efforts, the USPS announced they have scrapped their plan entirely.
While this is a win for Maine, it is also evidence that we cannot become complacent. That’s why
I recently introduced the bipartisan Posfmaster General Reform Act, which would establish term
limits for the United States Postal Service’s (USPS) postmaster general and require nominations
to be confirmed by the Senate.

Regardless of the yvear, one of my top priorities is ensuring I'm accessible to vou. My staff and I can
help navigate federal programs; find resources in Maine; and resolve issues with Medicare, Social
Security, the VA and other federal agencies and programs. We are here to help:

o  Caribou Office: 7 Hatch Drive, Suite 230, Caribou, ME 04736. Phone: (207) 402-6000
o  Lewiston Office: 170 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 04240 Phone: (207) 241-6767
»  Bangor Office: § State Street. Suite 101, Bangor, ME 04401. Phone: (207) 249-7400

T wish you a healthy and prosperous year to come.

Respectfully,

Jod § Bollin

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

£ State Street, Snite 101 7 Hatch Drwive, Suite 230 179 Lisbom Street
Bangor, ME (4101 Caribou, ME 04736 Lewistom, ME [M240
Phone: (207) 249-7400 Phone: (207) 492 -6009 Phone: (2070 241-6767
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STATE OF MAINE
Orrice or THE GOVERNOR
1 Stare House STaTtionN
Jaiod 1. Mlbe - Aucusta, MAINE
o e © 04333.0001

Diear Maine Resident:

I have always been guided by the belief that to strengthen our state, we have to invest in our greatest
asset: the people of Maine. With the support of the Legislature, my Administration has been
investing in what people need to succeed, like job training, child care, health care, education,
broadband, and housing,

We are seeing results — small businesses are expanding their operations; people are moving here
to work and raise their families; and graduates ave staying in Maine to pursue rewarding, life-long
careers. These are all encouraging signs that are reflected in the strength of our economy, In fact,
Maine has one of the best rates of economic growth in the nation.

That’s good news, but I know that not everyone is feeling the benefits of our sirong economy. The
cost of living in Maine, as in much of America, is too high. The price of fuel, the cost of supplies,
utilities and labor have driven up expenses for families across the country and impacted the budgets
of towns, counties and nearly every state, including Maine.

I want everyone to benefit from the availability of good jobs, a good public education, and good
health care in our state. That is why I have put forward a balanced budget proposal that proposes
some savings and certain targeted revenue increases to maintain things we all support, like the
state paying 55 percent of the cost of education and 5 percent municipal revenue sharing, to keep
all these costs from being passed along to property taxpayers.

We have made good progress over the past six years to ensure that every person in Maine can find
a good-paying job in a rewarding and stable career; go to the doctor when they feel sick because
they have health insurance; and have the peace of mind that their children are safie at home and at
school.

I look forward to working with eommunities and citizens across the state to solve problems,
manage our finances, and keep our people healthy and safe,

Sincerely,
Janet T, Mills
Governor
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Lenator Joseph Martin

‘5. m d 3 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0003
(207) 287-1503

‘/IW Joseph. Martinilesislature maine. gov

Senate Distvict 19

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Let me begin by thanking vou for the honor of serving you in the Maine Senate. It is
truly an honor to represent the communities of western Maine; and I can assure vou I
will work diligently on your behalf.

The First Regular Session of the 13204 Maine State Legislature began on Dec. 4, 2024,
when we were sworn in by Gov. Janet Mills. It was a ceremonial day steeped in tradition
and attended by the families and friends of incoming members.

Throughout my campaign, I heard from many of you regarding the biggest issues you
are facing. Such issues include the inereasingly high costs of energy, child care, housing,
and concerns about education, mental health and substance abuse, workforce
development and community safety, among others.

As your State Senator, I promise to advocate for commonsense solutions to these
problems. Additionally, the 15274 Maine Legislature has much work ahead of us
regarding our anticipated budget gap and setting our spending priorities for the next
biennium. However, I believe there is nothing we cannot accomplish if we work

collaboratively.

Throughout my term, I encourage vou to reach out to me with vour thoughts, concerns
and ideas about state government. Your input will greatly help me to represent your
interests and those of the community in the best possible way.

Again, thank vou for electing me to serve vou in the State Senate. Please feel free to
contact me by calling (207) 287-1505 or emailing me at
Joseph.Martin@legislature.maine.gov if you have comments, questions or would like
assistance in navigating our state’s bureaucracy. I look forward to hearing from you.

Joseph Martin
State Senator

Sinecerely,

Foaper (207) 287-1527 * TTY (207) 237-1583 * Mersage Service 1-800-425-0000 * Web Site: lagislanire maine. gov'renate
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AvugusTa, Mame 04333-0002
(207) 287-1440
TTY: (207) 287-4469
Michael Soboleski
11 Snowy Ridge Road

Phillips, ME 04966
Residence: (207) 400-7233
Michael soboleskiflegislature maine. gov
April 2025
Sandy River Plantation
33 Townhall Rd.
Sandy River Plt.. ME 04270

Friends and Neighbors,

I'want to thank the residents of Sandy Fiver Plantation for the opporfunity to serve as your
State Legislator for a second term. It is the honor of a lifetime, and I look forward to getting
to work as the First Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature convenes.

I am honored fo share with vou that [ have once again been assigned to serve on two
important committees in the Maine State Legislature: the Labor Committes and the
Environment and Natural Resources Committee. These roles give me a unigque opportunity to
advocate for both the hardworking people of Maine and the preservation of our natural
resources. As a strong proponent of protecting Mainers quality of life, I will contimie my
work to address PFAS contamination, pushing for stronger action to clean up these harmfil
chemicals and protect our communities. At the same time, I remain committed fo supporting
policies that create good-paying jobs and protect workers™ rights. I look forward to bringing a
balanced, thoughtful approach to these committess as we work towards practical solutions for
both our economy and environment.

There is a great deal of work ahead this legislative session for the people of Maine, and I am
committed to working tirelessly on their behalf 1 believe if is critical to protect the
findamental rights of families and individuals. We mmst safeguard parental rights, ensuring
that parents remain the primary decision makers in their children’s education and upbringing.
Additionally, I will stand firm in defending the Second Amendment, protecting the
constitutional right of law-abiding citizens to bear arms. Finally, I am committed to fighting
for lower energy costs by supporting policies that foster innovation and reduce burdensome
regulations, helping families in Maine keep more of their hard-earned money.

Please know that your questions, comments, and concerns are of great importance to me. [
can be reached at (207) 400-7233 or via email at Michael Soboleski@legislature maine gov.

Again thank you for trusting me to serve you in Augusta!

Sincerely,

/ﬂ lieﬁ‘-h./{ A /\L_QM '!f"-ll{

Michael A Soboleski
State Representative

House District 73







