
Bentley Happenings
January 2026

Why a Library?

"A library card is the start of a journey."
-        Barbara Kingsolver

Visit our Website

Follow us on Facebook at
Bentley Memorial Library.

Bentley Memorial Library
206 Bolton Center Road

Bolton, CT
860-646-7349 bentley@biblio.org

Hours
Mon. - Thurs., 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Sat., 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Library Closing

Bentley will be closed on Thursday, January 1st in
observance of the New Year and on Monday, January 19th
in recognition of Martin Luther King Day. Please watch
for updates on our holiday hours.

January is National Poverty in America Awareness Month, a time to raise awareness about
poverty and advocate for solutions.

Thank You!
6th Annual Blanket Drive
The Giving Tree

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Giving Tree sponsored by
Bolton Social Services.

Thank you to all who donated 60 blankets, 33 hats and one scarf for our 6th
annual Blanket Drive, supporting the MACC Shelter in Manchester.

Festival of Trees
Hosted by Bolton Congregational Church

The Bentley Memorial Library staff presented a Christmas tree featuring Staff Picks. These favorite titles
offered a diverse selection of good reads for the winter months. Thank you for your support - our tree made a
big impression and came in 4th place! Enjoy the read!

http://town.boltonct.org/library
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=362c7c7bfa1ca87d&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1184US1184&q=National+Poverty+in+America+Awareness+Month&source=lnms&fbs=AIIjpHxU7SXXniUZfeShr2fp4giZrjP_Cx0LI1Ytb_FGcOviEvYCeu9Fv47Nr9S2xLIFjqMX1wh0dsz9D0cqAcfXG0B_Hg4uAU1owEdE3oL7AWJqmfVi2epbHZBwMNKZJL4pFsGSoVedP2-_YdBOzBO8IrWKks-imJmThWmNrDlaoeLs-U_ni2BE1B6wI60sbTgx9XujFK_v63-Rew5_uPseRNmHyEVloGJ-uh7ETXy1kAZl6mikR9A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjxidrC3KSRAxXEF2IAHSGZGnQQgK4QegQIARAE&biw=1920&bih=859&dpr=1&mstk=AUtExfAYlp8AVR_ivHezKq-ucLnESGCptCKYyIR3-OHBjhLKodY0ru-1hr64HKU-vrdxTf2QmNJfbBqsFGLz2Q372dtm6m9X2ye-sgeNZTyscs4pBlBwozw2OS3QDJZuFV1OOtGiYyWUnW09-BRQ44jBAZICQIvGgP7lllDMGmeKCD1tJa8KfuKXwdILZkqvQauTjsGf&csui=3


Friends of the Library

The Friends of the Library will offer Coffee Table Books for sale
throughout the month of January in the front lobby. In addition to
book sales, the Friends are also selling cloth Book Bags to help keep
your library selections together. Please stop by Bentley to help
support our sales. All proceeds will be used to support future programs at the library. We are
looking to have a puzzle and game sale in early 2026 and would appreciate any spare puzzles
and games you may choose to donate. If you'd like to learn more about the Friends of the
Library, consider joining us at our next meeting on Wednesday, January 7th at 6:30.

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for providing refreshments and supplies for our programs
throughout the year.﻿

Bolton Land Trust
Animals of Bolton

The Bolton Land Trust has commissioned the creation of a large poster showcasing the
animals local to Bolton. Visit Bentley to view this informative artwork displayed on the
library art wall.

Illustrations by Dorothy L. Hall, Artist in Residence for the Bolton Land Trust
Text by Peter M. Picone, Wildlife Biologist for the State of Connecticut

News of Note
The Art Wall at Bentley is available for all local artists who would like to display their art. Please
contact the library at 860-646-7349 or bmlprograms@biblio.org
The study room at Bentley is open for use by our patrons. The room must be reserved and patrons must
check in at the circulation desk upon arrival.

Tech Assistance at Bentley

Bentley  will be providing technical support for our patrons throughout the Winter months. If you need
assistance with email, Hoopla, Libby, Facebook, the Palace Project, your online account or Acorn– we’re
here to help.  To schedule your in-library session, please call Bentley at 860-646-7349 or email us
at bmlprograms@biblio.org to select your date and 30 minute time slot. Advance registration is essential to
ensure that we are prepared to offer you the most useful assistance possible. If you have techincal issues
beyond the scope of what the Library can provide, consider contacting the UR Community Cares Tech
Center for assistance, 860-430-4557. The Tech Center is located at 153 Spruce Street in Manchester.

﻿Coming This January!

﻿Register online, by phone at 860-646-7349, or by email at bmlprograms@biblio.org.

The Search Begins
Scavenger Hunt

mailto:bmlprograms@biblio.org
https://urcommunitycares.org/tech-center/
https://urcommunitycares.org/tech-center/
mailto:bmlprograms@biblio.org
mailto:blmprograms@biblio.org


A new Scavenger Hunt to start the year will be unveiled on Saturday, January 3rd.

Toddler Playtime
Thursdays in January
﻿10:00-11:00

Come and join our parent-led toddler group which is designed for children from birth to age 3. A trained
parent will lead age appropriate play and interactions. Toys will be provided, but feel free to bring your own.
Parents and care-givers are all welcome!

Storytime at the Library
Wednesday, January 7th, 14th and 21st
**12:00-12:30** - NEW TIME

Storytime will continue on these select Wednesdays in January! Come and enjoy stories
and a simple craft. Feel free to bring your own snack or lunch. The change in time was
made to accommodate the nursery school schedule.

Bulletin Board designed by Amber Mosely

Rubber Band Trebuchet Challenge
Saturday, January 10th
﻿11:00

Where can you practice your engineering skills, your building skills and your
ability to strategize all in one place? Bentley will offer its first Rubber Band
Trebuchet Challenge. How far, and how accurately, can you launch a paper snowball? Bring your skills and meet the
challenge!

Preregister for Trebuchet Challenge

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin
Wednesday, January 28th at noon
Led by Mark Nystrom

A. J. Fikry is the cantankerous owner of Island Books who has recently endured some tough years:
his wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its history, and his prized
possession--a rare edition of Poe poems--has been stolen. Over time, he has given up on people.
Even the books in his store, instead of offering solace, are yet another reminder of a world that is

changing too rapidly; until a most unexpected occurrence gives him the chance to make his life over and see things
anew. The book offers charm, humor and insight - just the right mixture for a good January read!

Preregister for The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/yc7b4kf?source_id=002c9609-4c44-429b-8e64-dde014d1b61a&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/wnmp28n?source_id=002c9609-4c44-429b-8e64-dde014d1b61a&source_type=em&c=


Crime Lab
Presented by the Children's Museum of West Hartford
Saturday, January 31st at 11:00

Calling all super sleuths! Learn the basics of forensic science and put your skills
to the test as you try to solve a crime.  First, was there a crime? What is the
evidence available? Who is guilty? We need you to help solve the crime.

Preregister for Crime Lab

Coming in February!
Register online, by phone at 860-646-7349, or by email at bmlprograms@biblio.org.

Take Your Child to the Library Day
Saturday, February 7th

Take Your Child to the Library Day (TYCLD) is an international initiative that
encourages families everywhere to take their children to their local library. Launched
in 2011 in Connecticut by librarians Nadine Lipman (Waterford Public Library,
retired) and Caitlin Augusta (Stratford Library) with artist Nancy Elizabeth Wallace,
TYCLD raises community awareness about the importance of the library in the life

of a child, and promotes library services and programs for children and families. Bentley Memorial Library
invites you to join us for a day of scavenger hunting, creating a bookmark, exploring the library and enjoying
a treat!

Bolton Public Schools Art Show
Students of Bolton High School & Bolton Center School
The month of February

Stop by Bentley Memorial Library to appreciate the incredible artwork created by
students of Bolton High School and Bolton Center School. 

Watch for details about the evening reception.

On Display

Visit the Sumner Sisters' Display Case, in the study room, to view a display of vintage Milk Glass.
This presentation is offered by Jim Dwire and John Toomey of Two J's Glass Collectors.
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