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BOLTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

ZOOM ONLY 

 

 

Members present:  Rod Parlee (Chair), Brenda Cataldo, Alan Bicknell and 

Kim Fofana 

Not Attending: Peter Van Dine, Matt Rivers 
 

 

1.0 Call Meeting to Order – Roll Call (see above) 

 

2.0 Minutes Review of April 7, 2025, Regular Meeting- A motion was made by Alan Bicknell, 

seconded by Brenda Cataldo and approved unanimously to accept minutes with the following 

amendments: Adjust all item numbers to reflect agenda order, and correct numerous grammatical 

errors. Item 5.1, replace 2nd sentence with “He also requested that T-shirts be reserved for guest 

speaker Marlene Cole, as well as the winners of the Mini-Bio Blitz and the Fairy House Building 

Contest, and the third-place photo contest winners."  

 

3.0 Public Comment -None 

 

4.0 Financial Report 

4.1 FY 2025-26 Budget – Payroll & Transfer-Peter Van Dine & Rod Parlee will be making 

arrangements to meet with Jim Rupert, regarding the budget and payroll. 

4.2 VP Brochures, E-Day T-Shirts & NCCD Plant/Seedling Order- Payment was sent for VP 

Brochures to Hedges & Hedges. Brenda Cataldo received payment for the purchase of the E-Day 

T-Shirts. NCCD Plant/Seedling order invoice has been submitted to the town for payment. 

4.3 Fairy House Building Contest Prizes from Amazon- Suellen Kamara placed the order for 

Fairy House Prizes, through Amazon. Rod Parlee picked up the order at town hall. 

4.4 100% Recycled Office Paper from Staples Rod Parlee submitted an office paper request. 

4.5 Rain Guage from Onset -The Chair reemphasized the importance of monitoring the amount 

of rainfall in each Bolton Lake, developing base-line data and melding it with surface level data. 

Unfortunately, all three level monitors have been removed due to various issues. and are not 

currently collecting data. Getting consistent updates of rain totals and how the lakes are flowing 

are important.  A rain gauge would be a useful tool to help with our Citizen Science efforts. A 

motion was made by Alan Bicknell, seconded by Kim Fofana to table this item for next month’s 

meeting, and it passed unanimously.  

 

5.0 New Business 

5.1 Kids to Parks Day on Sunday, May 18, 2025 -15th Annual, to be held at Indian Notch Park 

at 2:00 pm. in possible conjunction with the Bolton Regatta.  At 2:30 pm the BCC will present 

“Why a Watershed is Important” and what the Bolton Lakes Watershed Conservation Alliance is 

all about. This will be followed by a racing boat presentation and possible tree walk. 
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5.2 Trails Day on Saturday, June 7, 2025  https://trailsday.org/events/nathan-hale-greenway-

forest-hike/ 

Trails Day is a national event, and CT has the most events in the country! To be held from 10:00 

am to 12:00 pm, meeting at the Nathan Hale parking area off Stony Rd. (Route is subject to 

change based on weather conditions.)  It was mentioned that Chris LaPenta had suggested 

planting some trees around the parking area.  Before June 7th, trail maintenance and flagging 

ribbons will need to be completed.  

5.3 Photo Contest Judging, Prizes and Delivery- Midnight on May 5th is the deadline for the 

24th Annual Photo Contest.  Photo judging will be on May 14, 2025.  Brenda Cataldo will email 

all BCC Members, with the direct link to view all photo entries from her website and send out 

judging sheets. Rod Parlee reviewed the prizes for all photo categories.  Brenda Cataldo will go 

to Cropley’s Garden Center, to pick up 2 Gift Cards for $100, which were donated by Bob 

Baluk. Prizes will be distributed to Bolton residents only, on May 28, 2025, meeting at Rod 

Parlee’s at 5:30 PM.  Winners outside of Bolton, will make arrangements with Rod Parlee for a 

pick-up date and time. The list of prizes are as follows: Examples of Green Living & Farming: 

1st Place, $100 Cropley’s Gift Card, 2nd Place, Highbush Blueberries (3), 3rd Place, Blue Flag 

Iris, T-Shirt and Potted Conifer. Beauty of Nature and Open Space: 1st Place, $100 Cropley’s 

Gift Card, 2nd Place, Highbush Blueberries (3), 3rd Place, Queen of Prairie, T-Shirt and Potted 

Conifer. People in the Environment: 1st Place, Witch Hazel and Sheep Laurel, 2nd Place, 

Highbush Blueberries (3), 3rd Prize, Cardinal Flower, T-Shirt and Potted Conifer. Wildlife in 

Bolton: 1st Place, Button Bush and Mountain Laurel, 2nd Place, Highbush Blueberries (3), 3rd 

Prize, Summer Phlox, T-Shirt and Potted Conifer. 

 

5.4 Results of Earth Day (Fairy House Building Contest & Mini-Bio Blitz) Special Guests- 

Ray Hardy and Marlene Cole were guest speakers. Turnout for the event was low, due to it being 

a holiday weekend and other events in town occurring simultaneously.  

 

6.0 Continuing Business  

6.1 BNSP Parking Lot Expansion Meeting with BoS, CTDEEP and State Senator- 

Responses from CTDEEP consistently lack information to the unsafe access of the parking area. 

Meeting with DEEP, Dave Buckley, RE: Parking area at the Notch. Jim Rupert suggested Rod 

Parlee, reach out to MD Rahman, State Senator. 

 

6.2 Importance of Archiving BCC Data - Where is our data? Peter Van Dine holds data on 

Bolton Lakes and Stream temps, Rod Parlee holds Bio Assessment data, NRI’s, etc., and Brenda 

Cataldo holds multiple years of photo contest images and results. This is just a small part of the 

data that BCC Members have stored on their computers.  Jim Rupert suggested a meeting with 

Cam Larsen, about uploading BCC data to Cloud data and whether this data should be shared 

through the Cloud. A meeting will be scheduled.  

 

7.0 Reports: Complete Streets, FBL, BLWCA, SRWP, CACIWC- Complete Streets: 

Alternate member Kim Fofana will be attending the BOS Meeting on May 6, 2025, and will be 

presenting to the board about forming a Complete Streets subcommittee to Bike/Walk Bolton. 

The subcommittee will include information on the Safe Driver Pledge, and Interactive Map. She 

urged everyone to take the pledge, now being offered at the library. Barbara Amodio and Sylvia 

Ounpuu suggested having a UCONN student do a Senior Design Project.  For more information 

on Complete Streets, Kim Fofano suggested using Google to look up: Andover CT-Complete 

Streets, which was put together by Eric Anderson. Kim Fofano will continue to be a Liasson for 

Complete Streets. FBL: No report from Peter Van Dine. A Forum was being held at Newhoca 

https://trailsday.org/events/nathan-hale-greenway-forest-hike/
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Lodge and many BLWCA members were attending. The topic was whether small mouth bass 

could survive after stocking in Bolton Lake. BLWCA: The April meeting questioned the status 

and whether the draft management plan is becoming out of date. Saturday kayak trip being 

offered by NCLT on UBL meet on May 10th at Hatch Hill Rd at 9AM. SRWP: Matt Rivers 

reported with correspondence that they didn’t meet in April. CACIWC: Report on the long 

legislative session and status of certain bills, especially Riparian Corridors. 

 

 

8.0 Correspondence Northern CT Land Trust is holding a canoe/kayak trip on May 10, 2025, at 

9:00 am, meeting at Hatch Hill Dam. Bird Walk, held by the Bolton Land Trust on May 10, 

2025, at 8:00 am, at the Black Ledge Preserve Property. Bolton Board Members 101, featuring 

elected Regulatory Commissions only. All are invited. Event to be held on May 12, 2025, from 

6:30-8:00 pm at Town Hall, refreshments provided. 

 

9.0 Adjournment -.  A motion was made by Alan Bicknell to adjourn and seconded by Brenda 

Cataldo. Meeting adjourned at 8:47. Next Meeting is Monday, June 2, 2025, at Town Hall 

 

 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

 

Brenda Cataldo 

 

 

Brenda Cataldo 

Conservation Commission Member 
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