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BOLTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

Monday, November 6, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting Only 

 
Members Present via Zoom:  Chair Rod Parlee, Alan Bicknell, Brenda Cataldo, Matt Rivers 
Members Absent:  Alternate Peter Van Dine 
 
1.0 Call Meeting to Order – Roll Call 
Chairman R. Parlee called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  
 
2.0 Minutes Review of October 6, 2025, Regular Meeting 
A Bicknell MOVED to APPROVE the October 6, 2025 Meeting Minutes.  B. Cataldo SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED 4:0. 
 
3.0 Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment.   
 
4.0 Financial Report:   
4.1 Appropriations 
A. Bicknell MOVED to rescind a $20.00 payment for the Winter Faire from Other Professional Services and 
to rescind a $97.85 payment to Hedges & Hedges for Brochures from Other Professional Services.  B. 
Cataldo SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
A. Bicknell MOVED to appropriate $20.00 for the Winter Faire from Dues and Fees.  B. Cataldo SECONDED.  
MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
B. Cataldo MOVED to appropriate $97.85 for Brochures from General Supplies.  A. Bicknell SECONDED.  
MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
A Bicknell MOVED to appropriate $54.50 from General Supplies for Georgina’s Pizza.  B. Cataldo 
SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
5.0 New Business 
5.1 Annual Photo Contest– 25-year Milestone, New Flyer & Prizes 
R. Parlee shared the updated Annual Photo Contest flyer and noted that judging will take place in May.  He 
highlighted various photo locations listed on the flyer such as forests, lakes, ponds, parks, trails, and land 
trust properties.  The flyer has been posted on the Town of Bolton Conservation Commission (BCC) 
webpage and will be added to the trail kiosk with a QR code.  R. Parlee suggested adding a macro 
photography category next year. 
 
5.2 Calendar Publishing Timeframe and New Ad Form 
R. Parlee shared the new ad form and noted that he and B. Cataldo will continue securing sponsors before 
next week’s deadline.  R. Parlee recommended adding a signature line to the ad form to confirm sponsor 
commitments.  The members agreed to add a “signature of commitment” line with an asterisk reading:  
“This signature allows the BCC to place your business card ad in the 2026 Calendar.”  R. Parlee asked B. 
Cataldo to lighten the green box on the form. 
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5.3 BCC Event Dates for 2026 
R. Parlee presented a list of proposed 2026 BCC event dates and noted that the BCC and Inland Wetlands 
Commission (IWC) meeting dates have been approved.  R. Parlee requested a motion to approve the 
following dates: 
 

• Winter Trails Day:  January 10, 2026 

• Vernal Pools Day: March 28, 2026 

• Earth Day: April 25, 2026 

• Kids to Parks Day: May 17, 2026 

• Trails Day: June 6, 2026 

• Peak Foliage Hike: October 18, 2026 

• 23rd Annual Riffle Bio Assessment:  October 24, 2026 
 
M. Rivers MOVED to APPROVE the aforementioned dates for the Conservation Commission events.  A. 
Bicknell SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
A. Bicknell will contact Suellen Kamara to reserve the Herrick Park Lodge for October 24, 2026 from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
5.4 BLT Walk of Thanksgiving on 11/29, 1pm at Freja 
R. Parlee stated that he will be providing brief remarks at the Bolton Land Trust (BLT) Walk near the kiosk 
and has requested that G. Marrion be invited to provide remarks by the greenway where she helped close 
the gap.  The walk will take place on November 29, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at Freja Park. 
 
5.5 Community Septic and Recreation Grant 
R. Parlee reported that the Board of Selectmen (BOS) held a public hearing to solicit ideas for spending a 
$250,000 Parks and Recreation Grant.  A suggestion was made to expand the library; however, due to 
issues with connecting a community septic system in the area due to wetlands and vernal pools, the Town 
is considering installing the system behind Heritage Farm.  R. Parlee recommended withholding BCC 
comments until the BOS finalizes decisions on the use of the funds. 
 
R. Parlee added that the IWC is currently reviewing plans for a soccer field at Herrick Park and noted his 
concerns with the field pitch, drainage, and runoff that will need to be addressed. 
 
6.0 Continuing Business  
6.1 Results of 10th Annual Peak Foliage Hike on 10/19 
R. Parlee shared a photo collage of this year’s BCC events including the Annual Peak Foliage Hike.  A. Bicknell 
reported that the hike was a success and had a great turnout.   
 
6.2 Results of 22nd Annual RBV & Hobo Swap on10/25 at Herrick Park Lodge 
R. Parlee shared the following results of the Annual Riffle Bioassessment by Volunteers (RBV) and Hobo Swap: 
 

• French Brook:  Found four “most-wanted”, two “moderately-wanted”, and one “least-wanted” species. 

• Baker Brook:  Found one “most-wanted” and three “moderately wanted” species. 

• Temperature monitors were swapped at Baker Brook, Bolton Pond Brook, Railroad Brook, and French 
Brook. 
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Chris Vandenburgh attended the RBV Assessment and is expected to join the BCC as after he finishes classes in 
December.  He will also be working with P. Van Dine to transfer data. 
 
R. Parlee reported that he will be meeting with RBV Coordinator Melissa Czarnowski at the CACIWC Conference 
to discuss scheduling a training for BCC members to learn how to upload assessment data to the state portal.  
He added that he has been working on setting up for the conference and highlighted some of the exhibits and 
workshops that will be available. 
 
6.3 Beaver Solutions LLC Free Assessment 
R. Parlee shared a report and cost estimate from Beaver Solutions, which included a free assessment of the 
beaver issue at Notch Pond.  The company is recommending the installation of a 12” Pond Leveler Pipe to 
maintain stream flow and control the size of the beaver pond at a safe level to prevent flooding damage.  The 
total estimate for the installation is $3,075.00 which includes the pipe, outlet, exclusion fence, permit, and 
maintenance plan, although details on the permit and maintenance plan are unclear at this point.  Jim Adams 
will be meeting with Dave Buckley of DEEP to discuss the recommendation and state approval processs; 
however, the work would not begin until after winter due to freezing. 
   
R. Parlee stated that Debbie Livingston suggested working with D. Buckley to get approval for scout troops to 
repair the bridge over Railroad Brook.  He highlighted these items as examples of how non-state employees can 
seek approval to make improvements on state land.   
 
6.4 Winter Faire Tabling on December 6th and Recycle Challenge 
R. Parlee shared a photo of a recycling bin with a cutout in the lid for cans and bottles that he will be sending to 
Stephanie Crane for approval.  The group agreed to request three separate bins for trash, cans and bottles, and 
other recyclables at the Winter Faire.  A. Bicknell will design educational signage for the bins.  B. Cataldo and A. 
Bicknell confirmed their attendance at the event, and  M. Rivers noted that he will be unable to attend. 
 
R. Parlee stated that the tabling event at the Cropley’s photo shoot with Santa will take place on December 7th.  
A. Bicknell and M. Rivers both indicated that they will be unable to attend the event.  A. Bicknell suggested 
checking with C. Vandenburgh on his availability. 
 
7.0 Reports: Bike Walk Bolton, FBL, BLWCA, SRWP, CACIWC 
BWB:  R. Parlee shared notes from Bike Walk Bolton and reported that the tunnel under I-384 is closed 
for daytime light installation.  He reported that the group is working on safe crossings and making the 
town more accessible to pedestrians.  R. Parlee noted his proposal to the Connecticut Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Board to develop a design policy for bike paths crossing parking lots.  He also noted 
the lack of a safe crossing between Freja Park and the coffee shop near Georgina’s.   
 
FBL:  FBL held a Fall Forum focused on aquatic invasives and the spread of hydrilla by paddlers.  The 
group is working to educate paddlers on identifying and avoiding areas with hydrilla.  R. Parlee noted his 
disappointment that the Bolton Lakes Watershed Management Plan was not discussed as well as the 
lengthy delay in getting the plan approved. 
 
BLWCA:  The group is refining their mission statement and developing talking points for meeting with 
lawmakers to discuss the stalled watershed plan. 
 
SRWP:  M. Rivers was unable to attend the SRWP meeting but shared highlights from the October 
agenda which included baseline stream monitoring, Marlborough Day updates, volunteer assessment 
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training, and Riverfest 2025.  He reported that the Route 16 project in East Hampton is still in progress, 
and he is awaiting updates on the Watershed Recreational Base Map and hydrilla in the watershed. 
 
R. Parlee highlighted SRWP’s on-site Riffle Bioassessment process.  He asked M. Rivers to obtain their 
RBV data and to confirm whether they assess the Blackledge River.  R. Parlee suggested training the 
public on how to conduct assessments in the future due to limited oversight by staff. 
 
CACIWC:  R. Parlee reported that the annual conference is sold out and there is currently a waiting list.  
He noted that the event will provide great food, workshops, and a keynote speaker on climate change.  
R. Parlee stated that he is looking forward to learning more about the new Riparian Area Working 
Group, which may serve to protect riparian corridors and includes three CACIWC members.  He noted 
that there is a current debate over whether the IWC or Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) should 
regulate riparian policies and shared his preference for the IWC due to their scientific based training and 
experience. 
 
8.0 Correspondence:  R. Parlee shared a photo of a sign that was recently posted at the commuter lot 
indicating that roadkill can be dumped there, along with clean fill materials, provided it is covered with 
wood chips.  He asked members how they feel about accepting these materials so close to the park and 
greenway.  M. Rivers suggested reserving comments unless an issue arises.  A. Bicknell agreed and noted 
that the majority of materials dumped there will likely be clean.  The group will monitor the area for any 
concerns. 
 
R. Parlee reminded B. Cataldo to send him the updated ad form and asked members to assist with 
distributing the calendar to various locations for sale.  He will follow up with members once the calendar is 
published.  B. Cataldo reminded the group that she has an upcoming photo shoot and surgery that may 
prevent her from attending the December meeting. 
 
9.0 Adjournment - Next Meeting is a Hybrid on Monday, December 1, 2025  
M. Rivers MOVED TO ADJOURN the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  B. Cataldo SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 4:0. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kacie Cannon 
 

Kacie Cannon 

 

Please see minutes of subsequent meetings for corrections to these minutes and any corrections hereto. 
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