BOLTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 6, at 7:00 PM
Town Hall

Members’ Present: Rod Parlee (Chair), Alan Bicknell & Chris Vandenburgh
Present Via Phone: Brenda Cataldo
Not in Attendance: Peter Van Dine & Katelynn King

1.0 Call Meeting to Order — Roll Call, meeting convened at 7:10 p.m.

2.0 Minutes Review of June 1, 2026, Regular Meeting- A motion was made by Alan Bicknell, seconded
by Chris Vandenburgh to accept the minutes and passed unanimously 4-0.

3.0 Public Comment - None
4.0 Financial Report

4.1 Tidbit Stream Temp. Monitors & Batteries- Rod Parlee reviewed the statement by Jim Rupert in
that, he felt that purchase of a Tidbit was not needed at this time, as it would not be used before the end of
fiscal year. (Tidbit purchase would have been $189.00 with no tax.)

4.2 CACIWC Co-Member, Sustaining Membership - Rod Parlee stated that the $75.00 fee for
Sustaining Co-Membership with Inland Wetlands Commission, would be taken out of the Dues & Fees
account. A motion was made by Alan Bicknell to appropriate $75.00 from the Dues & Fees account for
CACIWC Sustaining Co-membership. Brenda Cataldo passed unanimously 4-0.

4.3 FBL Membership - Individual Membership is $25.00. A motion was made by Chris Vandenburgh
and seconded by Alan Bicknell to appropriate $25.00 from the Dues Fees account, approved unanimously
4-0.

4.4 End of Fiscal Year 25-26 Report- Rod Parlee reviewed the new budget in detail and stated the BCC
budget will remain the same for 2026-27 FY.

4.5 Botanical Survey- Rod Parlee stated that on June 29, a bill was received in the amount of $700.00
from Sigrun Gadwa, to fulfill her MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) and had already been approved
by the Town of Bolton. A payment request was submitted the same day.

5.0 New Business

5.1 Results of Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Delivery to Herrick Park on 6/14 — Orbis delivered 13
compost bins and 8 rain barrels. All were picked up but one, which was later picked up at Rod Parlee’s
home. Rod Parlee, Alan Bicknell, Matt Rivers, Chris Vandenburgh and Katelynn King helped with
distribution.

Rod Parlee mentioned that the Chair of the Tolland Conservation Commission requested the BCC do a
presentation on composting at the Tolland Library.



5.2 Botanical Survey of the Bolton Notch/Valley Falls Watershed- Alan Bicknell stated that it was a
very interesting and informative walk. Sigrun Godwa discussed the variety of grasses, native plants,
sedges, and lichen. Unique trees were also found such as Bear Oak, Chinkapin Oak and Dwarf Chestnut
Oak, that were in an outcropping.

5.3 P&Z Commission Public Hearing on Wednesday, July 8t — Alan Bicknell will be attending
on behalf of the BCC. On behalf of the BCC, Alan Bicknell will be monitoring P&Z meetings. Rod
Parlee will continue monitoring the Inland Wetlands Commission and Chris Vandenburg will reach
out to Barbara Amodio and request to be a liaison with Bike/Walk Bolton.

5.4 Election of Officers- Brenda Cataldo nominated Alan Bicknell as Vice Chair and was seconded by
Chris Vandenburgh. A motion was made by Chris Vandenburgh and seconded by Rod Parlee to elect Alan
Bicknell as Vice Chair. Motion passed unanimously. Alan Bicknell nominated Rod Parlee as Chair and
was seconded by Chris Vandenburg. A motion was made by Chris Vandenburg and seconded by Brenda
Cataldo, to elect Rod Parlee as Chair. Motion passed unanimously.

6.0 Continuing Business

6.1 Recommendation to Preserve Old-Manchester Drive-In Property- Rod Parlee reviewed the letter
that will be sent to the Bolton Land Trust and will include watershed assessment maps and other details of
the property. A motion was made to approve the drafted letter by Alan Bicknell and seconded by Chris
Vandenburg. Motion passed unanimously. BCC also agreed to copy this letter to the P&Z Commission
and the Board of Selectmen.

6.2 Herrick Park Soccer Field Modification Plans- Rod Parlee discussed the modified drainage plans,
however, due to vacation schedules, no plans were available for viewing. More information to follow on
Herrick Park, on Wednesdays, P&Z Meeting and next BCC meeting.

6.3 Data Collection & Transfer Working Group- Graphs, Tidbits & Batteries- Chris Vandenburgh
met with Peter Van Dine to collect all data, hobo and tidbit supplies. Chris Vandenburgh gave an update
on the equipment that was picked up from Peter Van Dine and also has the BCC flash drive that he will be
adding data to. On June 16", Chris Vandenburgh pulled the tidbit from the Nathan Hale Vernal Pool due
to no water.

6.4 BSA Troup 73 Projects at Freja Park with Nathan Slater and Lorelei Charney- Lorelei Charney,
Scout Master, other Scouts and students attended the cleanup of invasive plants. Autumn olive,
bittersweet vines, multiflora rose, garlic mustard and burning bush were pulled. Alan Bicknell stated that
the kids did a great job working together in pulling out these invasive plants. Alan Bicknell suggested that
the scouts provide a report, such as poison ivy, etc.

Nathan Slater missed the deadline to submit his application with Inland Wetlands Commission this month.
No activity will be done until next month’s meeting.

7.0 Reports: Bike Walk Bolton (CSP), FBL, BLWCA, SRWP & CACIWC-

Chris Vandenburgh will reach out to Barbara Amodio and Sylvia Oupuu for information on joining
Bike/Walk Bolton. Rod Parlee reviewed email from Bill O’Neill on the East Coast Greenway,
promoting a hike along Railroad Brook, and suggested asking DEEP & Board of Selectmen to
attend. BLWCA is working on parcel evaluation of Upper Bolton Lake. CACIWC’s new
Conservation/Wetland Education subcommittee is working on many ideas, including updating the
Env 911 brochure.



8.0 Correspondence- Rod Parlee mentioned that Ted Hagis has reached out regarding the white
blazed trail behind BHS and asked if a BCC member would join him to see what could be done to
improve the trail — Alan and Chris agreed.

9.0 Adjournment- A motion was made at 9:22 PM to adjourn by Chris Vandenburgh and seconded
by Alan Bicknell and passed unanimously 4-0. Next meeting will be held August 3, 2026, at 7:00
p.m. via Zoom only.

Respectfully submitted,

DBronda OV Citaldo

Brenda V. Cataldo, BCC Member

Please see minutes of subsequent meetings for corrections to these minutes and any corrections hereto.
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