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For almost three hundred years the Bolton Heritage Farm prop-
erty has been at the center of the Town’s history. Part of the 
site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the 
site of an archaeologically intact Revolutionary War encamp-
ment for Rochambeau’s forces on their march from Newport, 
Rhode Island to Yorktown, Virginia in 1781. The Heritage Farm 
is also  important as a continuously farmed agricultural land-
scape representative of the way that nearly all early residents 
of Connecticut made their living in the 18th and early 19th cen-
turies. In addition to these historical associations, the property 
has signifi cant rural, scenic, and ecological importance and is 
located adjacent to the historic town center of Bolton. It is for 
all of these reasons that the 90-acre parcel known as the former 
Valley View (Rose) Farm was acquired by the Town in 2000. Over 
the last twenty-two years the Town has worked assiduously to 
address urgent building and site needs, and having come this 
far, has embarked on a deliberate planning eff ort to expand 
public use of the site and buildings, and to increase site rev-
enue while carefully preserving scenic, cultural, ecological and 
historical value.

This study – A Master Plan for Site Development – was under-
taken between 2021 and 2022 with the goal of identifying and 
planning for a range of uses that would increase public site use 
and enjoyment, increase revenue generation, provide connec-
tivity to adjacent town property, and improve site safety while 
simultaneously preserving this important historic, scenic and 
agricultural aspects of the property. The work of this master 
plan includes identifi cation of programmatic uses compatible 
with the site, creation of a master plan for site development that 
locates the amenities necessary for expanded site use and pro-
vides linkage with adjacent town property, improved handicap 
accessibility and public safety, design of a toilet/utility building 
and adaptive reuse strategy for the historic barn.

The Study Team was led by Nelson Edwards Company Archi-
tects, LLC of Branford, CT (historic architect) working in part-
nership with Elmore Design Collaborative, LLC of Suffi  eld, CT 
(historic landscape architect.) Team members also included 
Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc. of Storrs, CT (archaeol-
ogy), GNCB Consulting Engineers, PC of Old Saybrook, CT (his-
toric engineer) and Nathan L. Jacobson and Associates, Inc. of

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

STUDY TEAM
MEMBERS
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Chester, CT, in their role as consulting town engineer for the Town 
of Bolton. 

The fi rms of Nelson Edwards Company Architects, GNCB Consult-
ing Engineers and PAST have extensive prior involvement with 
Bolton Heritage Farm. In 1999 PAST authored ‘The Rochambeau 
Project, Historical and Archaeological Documentation of the 
French Army’s Marches Through Connecticut, 1781 and 1782’; in 
2008 Nelson Edwards Company Architects, PAST and GNCB au-
thored the  ‘Report to the Bolton Heritage Farm Commission Con-
cerning the Bolton Heritage Farm’ which documented the history 
of the site and buildings, identifi ed their condition and prioritized 
their needs for maintenance, and both GNCB Consulting Engineers 
and Nelson Edwards Company Architects provided architectural 
and engineering services related tothe 2010 reroofi ng of the barn 
complex and the 2015 repair of fi re damage to the 1908 Barn.   

A large and encompassing study, such as this one, could not be 
undertaken without extensive input and guidance from a wide va-
riety of stakeholders, Town staff , and colleagues at other historic 
farm sites, ever willing to share their knowledge, experience and 
enthusiasm with Heritage Farm Commission members. The study 
team would like to acknowledge the contributions of Bolton Heri-
tage Farm Commission members Arlene Fiano (chair), Beth Harney 
(vice-chair), Rhea Klein, Paula Lynn, Bonnie Massey, Ann Maulucci 
(Historical Society Liaison), Leslie Shea and Cara Wraight; Bolton 
Interim Town Administrator and Fire Marshal, James Rupert, Bolton 
Building and Grounds Supervisor, John Butymovich; Bolton Direc-
tor of Community Development, Patrice Carson, and Bolton Town 
Engineer, Joseph Dillon.

The Bolton Heritage Farm Commission would like to thank the 
Board of Selectmen for their invaluable and on-going support of 
the eff orts to preserve the Heritage Farm. In addition, the Commis-
sion’s work to identify the opportunities and challenges of operat-
ing a historic farm site was enhanced by the generosity of volun-
teer staff  at other historic farm sites who willingly and graciously 
shared their experiences and ‘learning curves’ in adapting their 
historic farm sites for expanded public use. In particular the Com-
mission would like to acknowledge Tim Gannon at Parmelee Farm 
in Killingworth; Janet Dudley at Dudley Farm Museum in Guilford; 
George Lehr at the Zagray Farm Museum in Colchester; and Katie 
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Sullivan at Webb Deane Stevens Museum (barn) in Wethers-
fi eld. 

Lastly, this study would not have been possible without the 
generous fi n ancial a ssistance o f t he D epartment o f E co-
nomic and Community Development / State Historic Pres-
ervation O ffi ce in the form a ‘Survey and Planning Grant’. 

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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The work of this study was divided into two distinct phases; the 
fi rst to identify program needs that would inform the develop-
ment of a master plan and the second to develop designs to 
address the identifi ed needs. 

During Phase 1 design team members reviewed all pertinent 
reports with bearing on the Heritage Farm property, conducted 
facilitated workshops with stakeholders; conducted fi eld walks 
at various times of the year; worked with the Heritage Farm 
Commission to identify research goals, and collaborated with 
the Commission in reviewing information obtained from other 
farm sites. 

The prior studies that were reviewed include:
• The Rochambeau Project, Historical and Archaeological

Documentation of the French Army’s Marches Through
Connecticut, 1781 and 1782 (1999)

• Condition Assessment Study (2008)
• Vibrant Communities Initiative Study (Land Use Study for

Bolton Center) (2014)
• Bolton Heritage Farm Commission Business Plan (2020)

Sara Nelson of Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC and 
Tom Elmore of Elmore Design Collaborative, LLC conducted 
four meetings with Commission members and Town stakehold-
ers between February, 2021 and November, 2021. During these 
meetings the design team worked with Commission members / 
Town staff  to identify the unique historic, scenic, ecological, and 
agricultural characteristics of the site important to retain; the 
range of existing site uses as well as ideas for expanded future 
use, and the names of organizations that had undertaken simi-
lar adaptive reuse eff orts of historic farm sites. The design team 
also identifi ed salient building code requirements which would 
impact design and phasing of site / building improvements. 

Bolton Heritage Farm Commission members conducted exten-
sive web-based research on similar farm venues during initial 
phases of the pandemic and subsequently visited sites as the 
they reopened and returned to operation. The extensive re-
search conducted by the Commission was condensed into a 
table to document the information gathered. This site research 
is included in this report in Appendix ‘A’ - Compendium of Barn 
Venue Research and Interviews. 

METHODOLOGY

PHASE 1

Study Report Page 9



Bolton Heritage Farm
Master Plan for Site Development

August 31, 2022, Revised December 31, 2022

METHODOLOGY

Once Commission members had completed their site research 
the design team worked with the Commission to identify spe-
cifi c programmatic uses for Bolton Heritage Farm that were 
compatible with the overarching goals of increasing public use, 
conserving the historic and scenic landscape and buildings, 
and increasing a revenue stream to defray operational and cap-
ital expenditures. This program information is included in the 
Chapter on Phase 1 ‘Topical Work Products’ - Program Summary.

During Phase 1 a related study was undertaken by Public Ar-
chaeology Survey Team (PAST) which was a more rigorous re-
view of an area of underground anomaly north and west of 
the existing farmhouse. This was an area previously identifi ed 
in a prior and cursory archaeological survey by others. The aim 
of this investigation was to specifi cally geo-locate this area of 
anomaly on the site and to determine if this area represented 
the remains of the original 18th century farmhouse. The study 
eff ort was undertaken in April, 2021 and site visits were made 
by PAST staff  members Mary Harper and Ross Harper as well as 
GPR and metal detection technician.  The fi ndings of the PAST 
investigation are contained in a letter report dated June 3, 2022 
and is included in the Chapter ‘Topical Work Products - Phase 
1 - Archaeological Review’.

The second phase of the study was conducted between No-
vember, 2021 and May, 2022 and included an additional four 
meetings with Commission members and Town staff  to synthe-
size Phase 1 data, and to review, in increasing specifi city, design 
solutions for building and site development and master plan 
phasing. An additional meeting was held with Joe Dillon to re-
view and coordinate the layout of the proposed master plan 
with the the Town’s preliminary application for LOTCIP grant 
funding and a fi nal meeting was held with John Butrymovich 
to solicit feedback relative to site design and property mainte-
nance. 

The culmination of Phase 2 work is a master plan for site devel-
opment, schematic design plan and elevations for the Toilet / 
Utility building, schematic design plan for the 1908 barn and 
recommendations for master plan phasing and related bud-
gets. The plans and budgetary information are included in the 
Chapter ‘Topical Work Products - Phase 2 

PHASE 2
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METHODOLOGY

Budgets for site development and building were prepared by 
Elmore Design Collaborative, LLC and Nelson Edwards Compa-
ny Architects, LLC based on 2022 cost data. Additional budget-
ary guidance related to utility infrastructure was provided by 
Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, Inc.

Given that the timeline for implementation of various phases 
of development is unknown the budgets provided in this study 
will need to be updated before moving forward with each 
phase to refl ect construction cost escallation. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Between February, 2021 and June, 2022, the Bolton Heritage Farm 
Commission undertook a Master Plan Study with the consultant 
team of Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC, Elmore De-
sign Collaborative, LLC, Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc. and 
GNCB Consulting Engineers, PC in order to plan for long-term 
adaptive use and future site development of the historic Heritage 
Farm site. Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, Inc., under contract 
as consulting Town Engineer, worked with the team to provide 
site utility information and related budgets. The consultant team’s 
work was informed by prior studies of the Heritage Farm site as 
well the Heritage Farm Commission’s approved 2020 Business 
Plan. The site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The overarching goals of the Master Plan Study include:
• To increase public participation of the site;
• To increase revenue generation and self-suffi ciency;
• To document the range of future public and private uses

compatible with the historic site and structures, including the
listing of part of the site as a State Archaeological Preserve;

• To conserve agricultural lands and natural resourses, and to
preserve scenic viewshed(s) and neighborood context;

• To provide connection to the Town center;
• To minimize the impact of future site development on impor-

tant site resources;
• To provide phased implementation steps;
• To provide budgetary framework for site development.

In order to undertake this project the Bolton Heritage Farm 
Commission meticulously researched other historic farm site 
operations to understand operational and development needs. 

Over the course of their work the design team met with the 
Heritage Farm Commission at noticed public meetings on Feb-
ruary 18, 2021, July 19, 2021, November 1, 2021, April 4, 2022,  
April 20, 2022 and May 16, 2022. A special public hearing was 
conducted on April 20, 2022 to gather pubic input on aspects of 
the site and buildings Town stakeholders valued and wished to 
see preserved, as well as those that might be altered.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The culmination of this Study is a phased master plan that:
• Scales future site development to support and retain the

important visual characteristics and spacial hierarchy of the
historic site;

• Preserves views and viewsheds both into the farm complex
as well as from the farm complex to surrounding landscape(s)
and Town center; 

• Consolidates future site development for parking and toilet/
utility building to areas proximate to the barn complex and in
areas modifi ed by prior site development (no longer extant);

• Proposes forms, scale, layouts and materials visible in the
photographic record of this farm site as well as generally
common in many small-scale New England farmsteads;

• Provides connections to the Town Center while retaining ru-
ral characteristic of the site;

• Amplifi es and strengthens the residential read of the farm-
house (which faces a residential neighborhood) through re-
alignment of parking areas to provide more of a yard around
the house;

• Improves public safety at the entry on Bolton Center Road.

The Study report includes the following topical work products:
• Assessment of the Resource
• Program Summary for Site Development
• Master Plan for Site Development and Connection to Town

center
• Phasing Plan for Site Development
• Schematic Design for Toilet / Utility Building
• Schematic Design for Upper Level Floor Renovation
• Recommendations for Phasing and Budgets
• Archaeologist/Cultural Historian’s review of the impact of

site development proposed by this Study on the historic re-
sources of the site.

The work of this Master Plan study was presented to the Town of 
Bolton Board of Selectmen at their June 7, 2022 meeting. The pre-
sentation to the Board of Selectmen is included in Appendix ‘C’.
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At the start of Phase 1 work the design team conducted a ‘kick 
off ’ workshop with Commission members and Town staff  to 
identify the current use of the site and buildings and to articu-
late the visual, scenic, cultural, historic and ecological aspects 
of the site and buildings that were important to retain in any 
long-term development plan. The information the design team 
gathered was wide-ranging and included the following:

Townspeople are drawn to the Heritage Farm site and wish to 
maintain: 
• Pristine views toward the east and undeveloped land and 

views to the west and the historic town center
• Simplicity of a vernacular New England Farmstead
• Proximity of the site to part of the Town’s walkable connec-

tions (East Coast Greenway and Rail trail)
• Preserved Land
• Intact Stone walls
• Undisturbed sky – both sunrise and moonrise
• Feeling of open space and wilderness
• ‘Audible’ nature i.e. no modern sounds
• Agricultural use – farming, beekeeping
• The ability to be transported back to a simpler time

Townspeople appreciate of the barn complex for:
• The massing and siting of the barn complex – both sculp-

tural and simple
• The read of a ‘working farm’
• The authentic New England simplicity of the site
• It was noted that the barn is the visually organizing ele-

ment on the site (and judging by social media posts and 
other material, one of the most photographed landmarks 
in Bolton)

• The remnants of earlier site development (i.e. silo founda-
tion)

• Quintessential farm details such as sliding doors and cupola
• The soring interior volume of space on the main level of the 

1908 barn
• The weathered nature of the barn’s interior – exposed struc-

ture, worn timber surfaces – the feeling of authenticity and 
not ‘newness’

• Remnants of farm operation

ASSESSMENT OF RESOURCE AND
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE USE

SITE

BARN  
COMPLEX
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ASSESSMENT OF RESOURCE AND 
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE USE

FARMHOUSE Townspeople appreciate the farmhouse for: 

The size and massing of the farmhouse – i.e. domestic in feel 
and the quintessential New England farmhouse;
• The proximity of the farmhouse to the road which en-

hances the read of the building, and importantly, relates 
the now municipal site to adjacent residential neighbor-
hoods

• The greenscape around the farmhouse (i.e. lawn and not 
blacktop);

• Remnants of earlier site features such as the stone steps;
• It was agreed that the exterior (massing, detailing, con-

nection to the landscape) is important to preserve but 
that the interior, in signifi cantly degraded condition, is 
alterable.

Discussions about future use for the site included the fol-
lowing:
• Increase public participation in the site through an ex-

panded range of site off erings
• Expand revenue stream to off set operational costs
• Use barn (main level) for public program / venue (note, 

the use of the barn requires formal Change of Use under 
CT Life/Safety Codes and meeting the current code re-
quirements for the new use)

• Regularize site parking without compromising rural, ag-
ricultural feel and overwelming the site with blacktop

• Improve vehicular safety at the entrance drive;
• Provide connections to Town Center with ‘quiet’, organic 

connection that avoids paving the fi eld with blacktop
• Maintain agricultural / farming use (contracts);
• Provide identifi ed area for venue operation such as tent;
• Provide accessible walkways / paths
• Addressing site potable water, power, wi-fi  and sewer-

age (note, while a Town Center community septic sys-
tem has been planned NW and uphill from the Heritage 
Farm property it may be more cost eff ective for a small 
stand-alone system, gravity fed, to be placed on the 
Heritage Farm site for the limited site requirements of 
the site

• Respect and avoid the archeological preserve or other 
areas of potential archaeological sensitivity

FUTURE USE
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ASSESSMENT OF RESOURCE AND 
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE USE

FUTURE USE
cont.

• Providing a stand-alone toilet / utility building in the 
area of prior outbuildings

• Providing handicap accessible paths between parking, 
the 1908 barn and the Town Center

• Removing safety hazards such as the manure pit
• Providing dedicated event space for tent or stand-alone 

timber frame structure
• Providing circulation and parking for event catering 

trucks and service
• Strengthening the read of the historic farmstead by re-

building elements (stone wall loading area at the west 
side of the barn) or removing casual modifi cations (ir-
regular and expanding parking area)

• Preserving open and agricultural areas by condensing 
improvements in close proximity to the barn complex 
on the south and west sides and in areas previously al-
tered during the evolution of the farm
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Element Historical Associations Defining Characteristics Current Use Proposed Use Infrastructure Needs Built Construction Available Grants / Funding Remarks

Site
Wa3Ro (W3R) Rochambeau 

Route / Camp 5

Historical Associations; those 

listed to left; State 

Archaeological Preserve; 

Additional areas of concealed 

history to west of Farm (Town 

land)

Trail walking; dog walking Continue existing site uses 

and expand site utilization 

with:

Power (to buildings and to temporary 

connections for events)

Connection to Town Center ‐ 

walking path and bridge 

crossing in field)

LOTCIP (path to Town Hall 

and Bridge)

Town's religious 

founding….1723…Jonathan 

Edwards & the Great 

Awakening

Pristine Views ‐ both to the 

east as well as the west to the 

historic center of Bolton

Town events ‐ Winterfest; 

yoga;cross country race; star 

gazing; bird watching

Seated Overlooks and 

picnicing

Enhanced parking (On site and walkable 

connection to Town center for overflow)

Regrading and realignment of 

parking areas, ADA path from 

parking to upper level of 

barn, designated HC parking

STEAP

Summer home of Sumner 

Family ‐ largest donating 

family to Wadsworth Athen.

Simplicity: New England 

farmstead

Agricultural Use: Farming 

contract, Bee keeping; 

Summer theater 

performances

Handicap access ‐ parking and paths to 

buidlings

Concrete pad and roof 

structure (east side of barn in 

former manure pit area) 

service to be adjacent in 

milking parlor. Connection to 

cow path

Hartford Foundation for 

Public Giving ‐ Community 

Grant (10k / applicant) 

'additive'

Continually farmed for over 

100 yrs.

Proximity: Center of Town & 

part of Town's walkable 

connections (East Coast 

greenway) and Rail Trail

Teaching on site ‐ trees and 

stone walls; 5th grade 

historical, environmental & 

natural science curricula

Outdoor Concerts Correction of driveway alignment / sightline 

issue looking south on Bolton Center Road

HC accessible pathways Heritage Farm Fund

Preserved Land: 100 acreas Photogenic location ‐ sun and 

moon rise and set; prom 

photos; nature photos

Farm to Table dinners and 

similar

Potable water Site features such as 

adirondack chairs at 

overlooks

Intact stone walls Marriage ceremony 

(reception elsewhere)

Weddings (reception, not just 

ceremony)

Sanitation ‐ on site with connection to future 

town center system

Identify port‐a‐poty location 

if supplemental facilities are 

required by site events

On site generated revenue 

(goes to Heritage Farm Fund) 

i.e. weddings, private events.

Most events for public are

free

Undisturbed sky ‐ sunrise and 

moonrise

Artists ‐ Plein Aire Painting; 

Poetry reading

Summer recreational 

programming

Wi‐Fi Town operating budget

Wide open spaces for 

gatherings

Reenactments Community garden (with 

specific control)

Security Lighting for organized events w/ 

appropriate strategy to manage light 

pollution. Decision to be tied in to insurance 

around 'closed' site dusk to dawn

National Trust Grant for 

municipalities

So much space, feeling of 

freedom…wilderness

Scout programs Address site run off and erosion DAR / SAR?

Audible nature ‐ no modern 

sounds

Dog training (hunting and 

search and rescue)

** Any structured use is 

potentiall revenue 

generating** ‐ improved 

facility, managed..would 

require water, refuse piles, 

etc

Established tent / venue area(s) 1776 Foundation (identify 

grant amount and what they 

pay for)

Bolton Heritage Farm ‐ Program Summary
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Element Historical Associations Defining Characteristics Current Use Proposed Use Infrastructure Needs Built Construction Available Grants / Funding Remarks

Bolton Heritage Farm ‐ Program Summary

Under WHIP grant guidelines 

(migrating glassland 

birds)…need grassland of a 

certain size

Care to be taken to preserve 

rural feel both in terms of 

development and defining 

features such as dark skies

Monitored Fire detection all buildings

Plantings to enourage wildlife 

diversity

Toilet / Utility Building
Recall historical outbuildings N/A N/A Public Toilet Rooms ‐ to be 

used for variety of events ‐ 

some simply on site, some in 

barn

Water and Power, lighting Toilet Room building Need designated party to 

open and close

Public water fountain Site septic Septic field or tank with 

scheduled clean out

Water Treatment (if required) H/C access
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Element Historical Associations Defining Characteristics Current Use Proposed Use Infrastructure Needs Built Construction Available Grants / Funding Remarks

Bolton Heritage Farm ‐ Program Summary

Barn Complex
1908 English barn, 1980 Cow 

Barn, 1920 Ell

Massing, Siting, Utility (Building Code) Proposed use: Assembly Requires change of Use under Life Safety 

Codes; H/C access, Second means of egress, 

power, monitored fire detection structural 

upgrade of floor

Fire stair; h/c entrance Historic Restoration Fund (CT 

SHPO), max. $200,000 

(matching)

Related: Verify if insurance 

will change as a result of use?

Dairy farming (only 2 remain 

in Bolton)

Still retains 'working' barn 

characteristics…manure pit, 

stalls, 'authenticity'

Storage for town items 

(milking parlor)

Event space: Farm to table 

dinners, weddings, parties, 

temporary displays

Power Area for Caterer set up National Trust for Historic 

Preservation ‐ Hart Family 

Fund, Max. $15,000 

(matching)

Likely previous barns on site Silo foundation ‐ evocative of 

history…leave exposed

Current storage of historic 

material (granite slab, boards)

Art shows, art classes Sink (perhaps in milking parlor) Ease of access for delivery 

trucks

1772 Foundation / 

Preservation CT Max. $10,000 

(matching)…must be 501c3

1980 milking parlor authentic simplicity ‐ NE 

vernacular

Related question: would any 

tools / equipment need to be 

left on site if the farm site 

becomes more operational?

Scouting (regional assembly 

on site)

Caterer need clean prep area Area for trash collection Strategic partnership with 

501(c)3

1920 (c) carriage shed barn is the visual organization 

element for the farm site

Exercise, yoga classes Adjacent h/c parking

Sliding doors, cupola

Farm House
Summer home of Sumner 

Family;

Size, massing, farm house 

details

Residential Operations office for Heritage 

Farm site

Office use requires formal change of use 

under the Building code and addressing then 

current requirements for new use.

Remove finishes to replace 

power / heating / provide 

insulation (existing finishes 

badly deteriorated)

Hans Dipold's book revenue

Homestead site for Rev. 

Colton

Visible from the road, 

frontage

Formerly had water, septic Possible overnight guest 

house for weddings

Town volunteers 

(professionals) for siding and 

sill replacement

Quintesential NE farmhouse Caretakers's Residence HRF / SHPO

Greenscape around the 

house. Green buffer

Air BnB Society of Cincinnatti (CT 

chapter does not appear to 

be offering grants…expenses 

greater than 

revenues….verify)

Landscape of the house ‐ 

stone steps in front

Exterior has visual appeal 

(interior is alterable)
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June 3, 2022 

Ms. Sara Nelson 
Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC 
1156 Main Street 
Branford, CT 06405 

Re: Bolton Heritage Farm 

Dear Ms. Nelson: 

This letter offers a summary of archaeological and historical studies to date on the 
Bolton Heritage Farm.  It also makes recommendations regarding the town’s plans to 
develop the farm and adjacent town property into a public venue that is consistent with its 
rural setting and which avoids impact to identified significant archaeological resources 
associated with the Revolutionary War encampment on the property; these archaeological 
resources are protected by their status as a State Archaeological Preserve (Figure 1), but it 
must be noted that other significant archaeological resources, not yet identified, may well be 
present. 

PAST	WORK 

A. Revolutionary	War	Camp	Survey
In association with the grant-funded survey to identify the Revolutionary War march 

route of Rochambeau, the campsites at which over a thousand soldiers stayed overnight 
were also located via metal-detecting archaeological investigation.  These investigations, 
carried out by PAST, confirmed that the farm was indeed the site of a four-night encampment 
by French infantry troops.  Although some of the campsite has been destroyed by a former 
manure ditch and the erection of farm buildings, it is believed that archaeological deposits 
continue beneath the driveway and that the encampment may have extended to the current 
house area (Figure 1).  The encampment site closely matches the 1781 map of the infantry 
encampment; the artillery encampment across the street has been subsumed by a modern 
residential subdivision (Figure 2). The encampment site was designated a State 
Archaeological Preserve (Figure 1); no ground-disturbing activities of any kind may be 
undertaken within the preserve without a permit from the State Historic Preservation Office. 

B. Other	Surveys
The emeritus State Archaeologist conducted a ground-penetrating radar survey west 

of the current house, in search of the original homestead that was on the property at the time 
of the encampment.  This homestead, owned by the Reverend George Colton, was located 
further west than the current house (see Figure 2).  Over the years numerous parties have 
believed the Colton homestead to either be literally west of the current house, or that the 
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current house was built on the site of the Colton house.  The State Archaeologist found no 
evidence of a buried house feature, but this study was limited to the former paddock area 
just northwest of the existing house. 

More recently PAST conducted a metal-detecting and Ground Penetrating Radar 
(GPR) survey of an area immediately west of the house, as requested by the town, 
constrained to the farm property (see Figure 3).  This survey indicated pervasive linear 
ground disturbance suggestive of drainage conduits, perhaps to drain water down this 
sloped area from the high perched-water tables to the north.  No signs of an 18th-century 
domestic occupation were found. 

PAST believes that the archaeological efforts to locate the Colton house site have been 
hampered by 1) a biased but well-meaning belief that the house was closer to the extant 
house, 2) and by surveys being confined to the farm property when, in fact, the remains, if 
they survived, are probably farther west/southwest and straddle the abutting town parcel.  
See Figure 4 for PAST’s projected house and outbuilding location, which is based on the 1781 
French map. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS	
	
A. Colton	Homestead	

In order to find the Colton house there really must be a concerted effort to look for it 
which is not constrained to the farm parcel.  It should include a combined GPR, metal 
detecting and shovel test pit survey that is intensive enough to conclusively confirm or deny 
the presence of house remains. 
 
B. Other	Areas	

Within the State Archaeological Preserve, any ground disturbance in areas not 
obviously pervasively disturbed should be avoided.  The former manure trench and extant 
outbuilding areas are not sensitive for archaeological remains thus activities here are not of 
archaeological concern.  All other portions of the Preserve must be protected from ground 
disturbance. 

It is important to understand that the Preserve is not the only archaeologically 
sensitive area at the farm.  As mentioned above, the southwestern part of the property, 
crossing into the abutting town property, is a very strong candidate for the remains of the 
original Colton homestead. 

The lower fields are sensitive for pre-colonial Native American sites, as evidenced by 
finds of artifacts there.  Other areas outside of the Preserve are also sensitive for Native 
American site remains.  This area, on a knoll adjacent to a freshwater source, was attractive 
to both indigenous and Euro-American peoples. 

In terms of the proposed pathway from the town office to the farm under 
consideration for LOTCIP funding, it should be noted that LOTCIP projects are assessed by 
CTDOT’s Office of Environmental Planning for archaeological sensitivity.  It is likely that 
CTDOT will assess the proposed path and parking as sensitive and will require the town to 
undertake a full Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey, which includes shovel test 
pits, for the purpose of identifying any archaeological remains.  The LOTCIP funding does not 
pay for the archaeological survey, the results of which must be reviewed and approved by 
the SHPO. 
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SUMMARY 

Bolton Heritage Farm is an outstanding community resource in terms of its central 
location, its embodiment of the rural past and present, its multi-faceted role in history, and 
an open-space environmental habitat.  It has so much to offer in terms of the town’s values 
and heritage.  The challenge, of course, is how to use the farm to be a viable going concern, 
without adverse effect, to its historic and archaeological resources, and that challenge is 
expensive.  The concept of farm-to-table and other events and a modest but compatible 
outbuilding adaptation is, in my opinion, marvelous because it retains the farm’s character 
and has no adverse effect on buried or above-ground historic resources.  It is a win-win. 

I recommend that the town develop a clear but simple cultural resource management 
plan, which will codify archaeological obligations and concerns, namely a stipulation that no 
disturbance is conducted in the State Archaeological Preserve without SHPO approval, and 
that no ground disturbance be undertaken outside of the preserve, especially in the 
southwestern part of the property, where the Colton homestead is most likely located, 
without a diligent archaeological survey preceding it. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
 
 
       Sincerely,  
 
 
 
       Mary G. Harper 
       President 
 
MGH/rlb 
Enclosures 
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Figure 1: Revolutionary War encampment
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Figure House-2: Map of Camp No. 5, Bolton, June, 1781, as drawn by French 
military engineers.  The yellow symbol on the north side of the 
road is for infantry, with artillery parked on the south side of the 
road.  The house shown west of the camp, presumably that of 
Reverend George Colton, appears further west than the present 
farmhouse, and it is shown with its broad side parallel to the 
road, the most common 18th-century orientation. 
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Figure 3: 2021 GPR results
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Figure House-5: Location of the house and outbuilding shown on the 1781 French 
map of Camp No. 5 plotted on the current Bolton Assessor map. 
Re-scaling of the maps used the Bolton Green and the still-extant 
White Tavern on Brandy Street as reference points.  In this 
overlay, the house appears to straddle the property line, which 
seems unlikely, but, allowing for some error in pacing off 
distances, the French map raises the possibility that the knoll to 
the west of the present house  may be the site of an earlier 18th-
century house.  Note the change in orientation, with the older 
map showing the broad side of the house parallel to the street. 
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TOPICAL WORK PRODUCTS - PHASE 2

OVERVIEW OF DESIGN INTENT

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING FOR SITE DEVELOPMENT

MASTER PLAN FOR SITE DEVELOPMENT 

SCHEMATIC DESIGN PLAN / ELEVATIONS FOR TOILET / UTILITY BUILDING

SCHEMATIC DESIGN PLAN FOR 1908 BARN
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Bolton Heritage Farm
Master Plan for Site Development

August 31, 2022, Revised December 31, 2022

OVERVIEW OF DESIGN INTENT

The master plan presented in this report balances the visual, 
ecological and historic aspects of the site with new or re-
vised elements required for expanded site and building use. 

The master plan plan includes:
• Avoidance of the area of archeological preserve (note, 

PAST reviewed the location of the proposed tent plat-
form and service road in the SE corner of the barn com-
plex and feels that given the previous area of site dis-
turbance related to the manure pit the location of these 
new elements will not adversely aff ect the archaeologi-
cal preserve)

• Avoidance of areas of potential archaeological sensitiv-
ity outside of the preserve

• Preservation of open and agricultural areas by condens-
ing improvements on the south and west side, and in 
close proximity to the barn complex - in areas of previ-
ous site disturance

• Regularized site parking that is paved and easy to main-
tain but limited so as not to overwhelm the site with 
blacktop

• Area for overfl ow parking
• Modifi cations for driveway entrance safety
• A new, stand-alone toilet / utility building in the area of 

prior outbuildings
• Handicap accessible paths between parking, the 1908 

barn and the Town Center
• Removal of safety hazards such as the manure pit
• Dedicated event space for tent or stand-alone timber 

frame structure
• Clear circulation and parking for event catering trucks 

and service personnel
• Strengthening the read of the historic farmstead by re-

building elements (stone wall loading on the west side 
of the barn) and removal of casual modifi cations (irregu-
lar and expanding parking area)

• Connection to the Town Center in the form of a mean-
dering path that feels organic and part of the continu-
um of vernacular landscape evolution

The master plan for the barn complex includes seasonal use 
of the main (i.e. upper level) for gathering spaces such as 
farm-to-table dinners (catered, no kitchen), classes, exhibits,
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Bolton Heritage Farm
Master Plan for Site Development

August 31, 2022, Revised December 31, 2022

OVERVIEW OF DESIGN INTENT

private parties. The lower level of the 1908 barn, with evi-
dence of dairy operation, will be maintained for future in-
terpretive use and the 1980 barn area will be maintained for 
exhibition of equipment with one portion on the east side 
reserved for a stagging area for catering operations. 

The master plan for the Farmhouse recognizes that as the 
Heritage Farm evolves the role of the farmhouse will be bet-
ter understood. It is thought that compatible uses for the 
farmhouse include a residence for an on-site farm manager, 
or on-site farm offi  ce, or both, in combination. The study 
team does not believe that the existing farm house – with 
small rooms, lack of hallways, narrow steep stairs and light-
weight framing lends itself easily to intense public use.

View looking north east - Copy of Manchester Herald Photograph - ca. 1975
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