
 

 

CONNECTICUT PRESERVATION AWARDS ▪ 2018 

NOMINATION 

 

 Connecticut Preservation Awards         Mimi Findlay Award for Young Preservationists 

 
Project or Person nominated  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For projects, date of completion: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 If there are co-nominees, please list them on a separate sheet and check this box. 

 
Nomination submitted by  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone ________________________________   Email ___________________________________ 
 
NOTE: The person making the nomination will be asked to notify the recipients of the award, and to 
communicate details of the presentation to them.  

Please check one:   I am a member of the Connecticut Trust.        My membership check is enclosed.  

 
IN 75 WORDS OR FEWER (we mean it!), state why this person or project should be recognized—i.e., 
what is particularly noteworthy about it or about their achievements in terms of preservation.  
 

This person or project is particularly noteworthy because… 
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The Town of Bolton, Connecticut (Bolton Heritage Farm)
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Most recent project(Fire Restoration): Winter, 2017
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Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC
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Branford, CT  06405
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The on-going stewardship of Bolton Heritage Farm and the restoration of the barns shows extraordinary vision, commitment and perseverance by a municipality to preserve a nationally important historic site, working agricultural landscape, and the vanishing built environment of a New England farm. The Town’s unwavering commitment allowed them to triumph over the depth of adversity when an arsonist set fire to the historic barn complex one evening in May, 2015.
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RELEASE AUTHORIZATION 
 
To be signed by photographer or other owner of rights to photographs, drawings,  
videos, or other materials . If  you are submitt ing materials from more than one source ,  
please supply a separate copy of  this form for each source.    
 
The undersigned gives to the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation the absolute and unqualified right 
to use in whole or in part, in whatever manner the Connecticut Trust may desire, including (but not limited 
to) use for publicity, audio-visual presentation, and/or promotion—including press releases, printed 
materials, online and social media postings, public presentations and any other uses—all photographs, 
videos and other materials submitted to the Connecticut Trust’s Connecticut Preservation Awards program 
for one year from the date of the awards presentation. This applies to submissions that receive awards as 
well as to submissions that do not receive awards.  
 
The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation is hereby given permission to make any editorial changes 
and/or additions to the material referred to in the previous paragraph as it may deem necessary or 
desirable for production purposes. 
 
The undersigned hereby guarantees to have on file all individual agreements and signatures from each 
model (adult, minor with parent or guardian written approval), creator, photographer and producer needed 
for this assignment to the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 
Description of materials submitted:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Release authorized by:  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
(signature) 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
(print or type name and date)   
 
 
ALL AWARD NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO: 
 
Connecticut Preservation Awards 
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
940 Whitney Avenue 
Hamden, Connecticut 06517 
 
 
For information or assistance, call Christopher Wigren at (203) 562-6312 or email cwigren@cttrust.org.  
 
 

Nominations must be received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, February 9, 2018.  
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RELEASE AUTHORIZATION

To be signed by photographer or other owner of rights to photographs, drawings,
videos, or other materials. lf you are submitting materials from more than one source,
please supply a separate copy of this form for each source.

The undersigned gives to the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation the absolute and unqualified right

to use in whole or in part, in whatever manner the Connecticut Trust may desire, including (but not limited
to) use for publicity, audio-visual presentation, and/or promotion-including press releases, printed

materials, online and social media postings, public presentations and any other uses-all photographs,
videos and other materials submitted to the Connecticut Trust's Connecticut Preservation Awards program

for one year from the date of the awards presentation. This applies to submissions that receive awards as

well as to submissions that do not receive awards.

The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation is hereby given permission to make any editorial changes
and/or additions to the material referred to in the previous paragraph as it may deem necessary or
desirable for production purposes.

The undersigned hereby guarantees to have on file all individual agreements and signatures from each
model (adult, minor with parent or guardian written approval), creator, photographer and producer needed
for this assignment to the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation.

Description of materials submitted:

Photographs

Release authorized by:

Robert Proulx February 08, 2018
(print or type name and date)

ALL AWARD NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO:

Connecticut Preservation Awards
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation
940 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, Connecticut 06517

call Christopher Wigren at (203) 562-6312 or email cwiqren@cttrust.orq.For information or assistance,

Nominations must be

(signature)

received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, February 9, 2018.



Concise Description 
 
We are writing to nominate the Town of Bolton, Connecticut for their outstanding vision, commitment and 
perseverance in preserving Bolton Heritage Farm (the former Valley View Farm) at 266 Bolton Center 
Road. This work includes carefully considered long-range planning, management and stewardship efforts to 
preserve a nationally important historic site, working agricultural landscape, and the vanishing cultural 
landscape of a New England farmstead. The Town’s unwavering commitment allowed them to triumph 
over the depth of adversity when an arsonist set fire to the historic barn complex one evening in May, 2015. 
 
Historic Significance of Site: 
Located on the east side of the Town Green, the site of Bolton Heritage Farm was first occupied in 1725 
and served for more than one hundred years as the homestead and farm for the ministers called to serve 
the Bolton Congregational Church. In June, 1781, 4,000 troops under the command of Count Rochambeau 
stopped at the site on their way from Newport, RI to New York to join the forces of the American Army 
under the command of George Washington. This was the site of Rochambeau’s 5th encampment. Since the 
nineteenth century, when the property stopped serving as a homestead for the congregational clergy, it 
passed through various ownership and continued to be used as a farm until it was purchased by the town in 
August, 2000. 

Bolton Heritage Farm is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (2001) as the archaeologically 
intact Revolutionary War encampment for Rochambeau’s infantry (Camp number 5.)  Additionally, the 
property is listed as a contributing resource to the Bolton Green National Register Historic District (2001.) 

Scope of Project 
 
The restoration work for the 1908 barn was conducted in two major phases that were completed in 2010 
and 2017 as well as smaller and incremental restoration projects undertaken by the Town between major 
work efforts.   
 
2009-2010:  Restoration on 1908 Barn roof and cupola, portion of the south side, and roof of 1980 cow 

barn. 
2010–2015: Incremental repairs and restoration of barn’s foundation, entrance ramp, site drainage adjacent 

to foundations. 
2015–2016: Restoration of fire damage including to 1908 roof / cupola, siding, building structure and 

removal of fire damage to exposed structure and finishes. Restoration of earth 20th century ell 
foundation system, structure, roof, and siding. 

 
Why this restoration project is exceptional 
The Town has demonstrated remarkable foresight and commitment to acquiring, preserving and maintaining 
this 90-acre parcel and National Historic Landmark site since assuming ownership in August, 2000. With 
limited resources that are the norm of every small municipality the Town has worked tirelessly and 
assiduously to build partnerships, apply for grant funding, understand and document the important historic 
and conservation issues of the site, to undertake preservation of the buildings (as of this date the barn 
complex) and to ensure that town planning efforts are coordinated with and support long-term stewardship 
of this important resource; a remarkable achievement given the limited resources and competing interests 
within a small town. 
 
Perhaps the most remarkable achievement to date is the way in which the Town addressed the partial 
destruction of the barn by arson in May, 2015. Working with limited funds they restored the fire damage 
and found the resources to complete the restoration work begun and carried on since 2009. 



 
Team Members: 
 
Owner: The Town of Bolton, Connecticut 
We want to recognize the ongoing efforts / stewardship of the Town and Bolton Heritage Farm 
Commission for their outstanding commitment to this site including:  

▫ Joyce Stille, Town Administrative Officer 
▫ Sandra Pierog, Former Chair, Bolton Heritage Farm Commission and current First Selectwoman of 

Bolton 
▫ John Butrymovich, Supervisor of Parks, Buildings and Grounds 

 
 
Preservation Architect: Nelson Edwards Company Architect, LLC 
Structural Engineer: GNCB Engineers, PC. – James Norden, PE and Amy Jagaczewski, PE 
 
General Contractor (2010 and 2016 restoration projects): Proulx Building and Remodeling. LLC 

▫ PB&R provided carpentry and roofing 
▫ Billings Media Blasting (div. of Kent Billings, LLC) provided media testing and media removal of fire 

damage from historic timber finishes 
 
Partnerships: 

Condition Assessment Study and Feasibility Study for Adaptive Reuse for Bolton Heritage Farm 
▫ Survey and Planning Grant, Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (2008) 

Restoration of 1908 Barn Roof & Cupola and 1980 Cow Barn Roof: 
▫ Historic Restoration Fund Grant, Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (2009) 

Incremental Barn Restoration Projects: 
▫ CT Barn Grants, CT Trust for Historic Preservation (several grants between 2010 and 2015) 

Bolton Center Study for long-term unified vision for Bolton Center 
▫ Vibrant Communities Initiative Program, CT Trust for Historic Preservation, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Image from Google earth showing the relationship of the Bolton Heritage Farm site to the 
center of Bolton.

Photo 1 Photo Credit Google Earth



Copy of photo, undated by probably late 1940s, showing south side of barn before addition 
of later concrete-block cow barn. The Early 20th century ell is visible at left.

Photo 2 Photo credit: Image from Rose Family collection and 
provided by Archaeological and Historical Services, Inc.



Photograph of barn taken in November 2008, looking south east. This photograph demon-
strates the condition of the barn close to the time the Town assumed ownership, and began 
the first step for restoration – application and receipt of a Survey and Planning grant for a 
Report on the property including a condition assessment of the buildings and documentation 
of their history and significance.   

Photo 3 Photo Credit: Unattributed image from online search, photo c. 2008



Photograph of barn in November 2008 showing condition of the south side. 

Photo 4 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC



Photograph of the barn in 2010 showing the start of restoration efforts which included a 
new roof and restored cupola for the 1908 barn, and a new roof on the 1980 cow barn.

Photo 5 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC



June 26, 2015. Fire damage to the west side of the barn.

Photo 6 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC



June 26, 2015. Fire damage to the west wall from the interior.

Photo 7 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects Company, LLC



Interior surfaces of barn after fire showing charring of board siding, roof framing members 
and sheathing.

Photo 8 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects LLC



Prior to completion of project specifications for restoration of fire damage various media 
were tested on a variety of building surfaces to determine their efficacy to return wood fram-
ing and finishes to pre-fire condition and to remove fire smell from the building – all while 
conserving historic building fabric and not contaminating adjacent agricultural fields. The 
proximity of the barn to fields under cultivation meant that many conventional fire remedia-
tion systems could not be used. Some systems presented contamination and run-off issues 
while others such as soda blasting would be harmful to crops.

Test areas which included a variety of substrates (building surfaces) were carefully mapped 
and delineated in the field. Specific test parameters included type of media (dry ice versus 
walnut shell), psi (pressure) for equipment settings and work time for each area. As a result 
of the testing mock-up it was determined that dry ice blasting was best for the underside of 
the roofing framing system and timber framing members while walnut shell blasting was best 
for the bead board and floor surfaces. 

Photo 9 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC



Underside of barn roof after restoration with dry ice.

Photo 10 Photo Credit:  Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC



Photo of barn in January 2017, after restoration work.

Photo 11 Photo Credit:  Proulx Builders and Remodelers, LLC



Photo of new sliding barn door at north gable end.

Photo 12 Photo credit: Proulx Builders and Remodelers, LLC



Written List of Photographs with Captions 
Bolton Heritage Farm 

 

Photo 1 (Google Earth) 

Image from Google earth showing the relationship of the Bolton Heritage Farm site to the center of Bolton. 

 

Photo 2 (Image from Rose Family collection and provided by Archaeological Historical Services, Inc.) 

Copy of photo, undated by probably late 1940s, showing south side of barn before addition of later concrete-
block cow barn. The Early 20th century ell is visible at left. 

 

Photo 3 (unattributed image from on-line search, photo c. 2008) 

Photograph of barn looking south east. This photograph demonstrates the condition of the barn close to the 
time the Town assumed ownership, and began the first step for restoration – application and receipt of a 
Survey and Planning grant for a Report on the property including a condition assessment of the buildings and 
documentation of their history and significance.   

 

Photo 4  (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

Photograph of barn in November 2008 showing condition of the south side.  

 

Photo 5  (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

Photograph of the barn in 2010 showing the start of restoration efforts which included a new roof and 
restored cupola for the 1908 barn, and a new roof on the 1980 cow barn. 

 

Photo 6 (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

June 26, 2015. Fire damage to the west side of the barn. 

 

Photo 7 (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

June 26, 2015. Fire damage to the west wall from the interior. 

 



Photo 8 (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

Interior surfaces of barn after fire showing charring of board siding, roof framing members and sheathing. 

 

Photo 9 (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

Prior to completion of project specifications for restoration of fire damage various media were tested on a 
variety of building surfaces to determine their efficacy to return wood framing and finishes to pre-fire condition 
and to remove fire smell from the building – all while conserving historic building fabric and not contaminating 
adjacent agricultural fields. The proximity of the barn to fields under cultivation meant that many conventional 
fire remediation systems could not be used. Some systems presented contamination and run-off issues while 
others such as soda blasting would be harmful to crops. 

Test areas which included a variety of substrates (building surfaces) were carefully mapped and delineated in 
the field. Specific test parameters included type of media (dry ice versus walnut shell), psi (pressure) for 
equipment settings and work time for each area. As a result of the testing mock-up it was determined that dry 
ice blasting was best for the underside of the roofing framing system and timber framing members while 
walnut shell blasting was best for the bead board and floor surfaces.  

Photo 10 (Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC) 

Underside of barn roof after restoration with dry ice. 

 

Photo 11 (Proulx Builders & Remodelers, LLC) 

Photo of barn in January, 2017 after restoration work. 

 

Photo 12   (Proulx Builders & Remodelers, LLC) 

Photo of new sliding barn door at west gable end. 
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