TOWN OF BOLTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN SPECIAL MEETING
FACILITIES & PUBLIC SAFETY SUBCOMMITTEE
MONDAY, JULY 1, 2024
MINUTES

The Board of Selectmen Facilities and Public Safety subcommittee held a meeting
Monday, July 1, 2024, with First Selectman Rodney Fournier presiding. Also in
attendance were Selectmen: Tim Sadler and Gwen Marrion. Members of the
public were present: Arlene Fiano and Jim Preuss and the clerk for the meeting
Kathy McCavanagh.

1. Call to Order.
R. Fournier called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

2. Heritage Farm Trail Update.
G. Marrion gave an update on the trail. She participated in two site walks
last week (one site walk included our Town Engineer Joe Dillon).

A couple points that brought up during the walks:

e We should move the trail up against the field instead of on
Bolton Center Road, to give walkers and bikers a safer place to
commute away from traffic.

e We should discontinue the trail through the farm parking lot.
They can just walk across the parking lot to rejoin the next
section of trail.

e We should consult the national database for endangered
species to make sure we are not disturbing any they may be
out there.

G. Marrion believes the next step in this project is to assign a point person
to lead the rest of this project. A person that will organize and make best
steps to finalize the location and final drawings to be brought back to this
committee for approval. G. Marrion then asked A. Fiano if she would be
willing to be the point person and she accepted.



Two other things to think about and consider:
e will the trail go through buildable land even if we are
hugging the tree line.
e Should a cut in Tom Elmore’s land be made that will
circumvent the fields being used? — something the public
might prefer.

Time wise looking at and working on these new ideas may be a problem.
The project needs to move forward very soon. If another walk is to be done
it would need to be done before Julyl6th when this subcommittee meets
again. K. McCavanagh to reach out to J. Rupert and see if A. Fiano can
speak with J. Dillon about these new ideas and another walk.

. Discussion on Location for Trail Parking.

The current area being considered is on Stony Road in a building lot (see
attachment A). This area is considered the best out of the six sites that
were being reviewed. G. Marrion has also revised the letter to Stony Road
residents (see attachment B). Next steps should be to send the revised
letter and copy of the map to all residents abutting the trail in that area.
We should allow 2 weeks for any questions/comments to come in. All
questions/comments will be emailed to Kathy, and she will forward them to
G. Marrion. We will put this on the August agenda for the BOS to vote on.

. Discussion on Cubles Drive.

R. Fournier started with the options for the town on taking over Cubles
Drive.

a) The town can take over Cubles Drive —the town is not
interested in doing this.

b) The town can do nothing due to the lack of maintenance on
the road and the fact there is no current association
overseeing that piece of road.



c) The town can take over just the maintenance of the
approx..190 ft in question here. Currently Vernon already
plows the road.

The town would not own the road; just do maintenance.

Questions to be answered:
I. Is there work that needs to be done to bring this piece of
road up to code?

II.  Would/could the town make a width adjustment to the
road?

G. Marrion said she thinks the town should take ownership of the road but
with conditions.

e Just because the town takes ownership of this road does not
mean we will take ownership of other roads. This is a through
road which she feels the town should own and maintain.

e An association would need to be formed with the residents this
150 ft. impacts and they would be responsible for paying for an
attorney to draft a deed. The town should not have to put money
into this.

e The town would then be responsible for future maintenance and
ownership.

T. Sadler agreed, the overall cost of maintaining this piece of road should
not be too much, an association would need to be created on the
homeowner’s part and they would pay to have the deed drafted, and this
does not mean the town would be taking over any other private roads if
they are not through roads.



R. Fournier brought up the fact that the forming of an association and
drafting of a deed could take more than 6 months to be done. Maybe a
temporary agreement could be put in place for now?

The town could also accept to do maintenance but not take ownership of
the road. Advantages to this would be that the town doesn’t pay for
association or legal fees, the town would have less responsibility and it
would be cheaper for the town.
Some questions that need to be considered and answered before the town
were to move forward in any direction (maintenance and/or ownership)
are:

I.  What is the extent of the town’s maintenance on its

roads now?

II.  Whatis the town’s protocol for current maintenance?

lll.  What type of run-off drainage issues affect this span of
road currently?

IV.  What would a maintenance agreement with the town
look like and entail?

V. How much of these residents’ property would we be
responsible for now?

VI.  How much more work would this make for our highway
department?

Vil.  Would the town need to change the road to complete
taking ownership of it? (And would this mean having to
change deeds and who pays for that)?

At the end of this discussion all three selectmen agreed that a maintenance
only contract would be their decision if the town were to move forward. A
review of Attorney Barger’s opinion letter for guidance, a discussion with
the Town of Vernon for what they do for maintenance on their roads and
having another subcommittee meeting with J. Rupert and J. Butrymovich in



attendance (July 16, 2024) should be done before this is brough to the BOS
for a vote.

5. Discussion on Locations for New Town Office Building. (List of Pros/Cons).
Sheet with pros and cons of where a new town office building should go
was reviewed.

e Adding on to the existing town hall was strongly opposed.

e G. Marrion also brought up that the current town hall isin a
nationally historic district and any addition would need to
have a minimal impact.

e Trooper’s office has a lot of wetlands and would not be very
visible.

e Notch Road was agreed to be the best option for a new
town office building.

e Also, brought up were the high school and center school.
They should be kept in mind as enrollment keeps declining
and this may present an option if they are not sustainable.
6. Adjournment.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:37 a.m.
Respectfully submitted.,
Kathy McCavanagh

Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these
minutes and any corrections hereto.
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6/24/24
Dear Stony Road Resident,

This letter is being sent to you on behalf of the Bolton Board of Selectmen. It concerns a
proposed parking area off of Stony Road to provide access to the Nathan Hale Greenway.

The Nathan Hale Greenway is a 10-mile corridor of open space located in the towns of Bolton,
Coventry and Andover. It was given to those towns by the State in 2016 after plans for a new
Route 6 were abandoned. Bolton’s portion of the open space consists of 170 acres of
woodlands, streams, ridges and wetlands. The Town plans to create a narrow, unpaved, low-
impact walking path through the property for all to enjoy.

A number of options for parking to access the trail have been considered, including two areas
on South Road, two on Route 6, the area behind England Plaza and the area off the end of
Howard Road. All present obstacles which make them unacceptable locations for public parking.

A former house site on Stony Road, approximately a quarter mile east of the intersection with
Route 6, is the best site for a parking area. It is not in close proximity to any homes, it is level
and has a solid base and it can be created at little expense and effort. Please see the attached
map depicting the area. The parking area will be unpaved and will accommodate about 10 cars.

After considering many possible points of access to the Nathan Hale corridor, this location is the
best. Please know that our goal is to provide access to the open space for all from a location
that considers safety and is sensitive to the neighborhood.

If you wish to share feedback about this proposal please submit comments to us through
HR@boltonct.gov.

Thank you,
The Facilities and Public Safety Subcommittee

Pam Sawyer
Tim Sadler
Gwen Marrion



