










Town of Bolton, CT March 20, 2026

Record No: IW-
26-2

Inland Wetlands

Status: Active

Submitted On: 3/20/2026

Primary Location

25 VERNON RD
BOLTON, CT 06043

Owner

John Pozzato
41 Box Mountain Rd Bolton,
CT 06043

Applicant

JOHN POZZATO
860-268-4697
jpozzato@yahoo.com
41 BOX MOUNTAIN ROAD

BOLTON, CT 06043

Internal Use

Conditions

Petition Received?

–

Date Received

–

Date of Newspaper Publication of Inland/Wetlands
Commission Action

–

Summary of Inland/Wetlands Commission Action

Bond Required?

–
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Additional Applicant Info

Applicant Type*

Owner

Permit Info
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Type of Application*

Modification

Permit For*

Permit Renewal, Extension or
Modification

Occupancy Type*

Residential (Single Family/Duplex)

Lots

1

Work Description*

Modification of IW-25-3 to include: dock, roof overhang, crawl space

Development Title

Comments

Distance from Inland Wetlands and Watercourses:

Current Distance

0

Proposed Distance

0

Wetland / Watercourses Project Information

Size of Subject Property (acres)

0.16

Total area of wetlands to be affected by the activity
(acres)

0.02
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Open water body altered (acres)

0.02

Stream alternation (linear feet)

0

Buffer/upland area altered (acres)

0.12

Area of wetlands/watercourses restored, enhanced,
or created (acres)

0

Described how the proposed activity affects wetlands, watercourses, and the regulated areas.

Typical dock installation. Additional digging and impervious beyond permitted
in IW-25-3.

Described measures that will be taken to minimize the impact on wetlands, watercourses, and the regulated
areas.

Pervious pavers, silt fence, other E&S

Is there a Conservation or Preservation Restruction
on the Property?

No

Is this an activity associated with a use for which you
intend to apply to the Planning & Zoning
Commission?

Yes

Please read and check the following statements. By checking these boxes, you agree to
abide by the statutes and ordinances of the Town of Bolton and the State of
Connecticut.
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I understand that the Commission may require
additional information at any time during the review
of the application as described in Section 7.6 of the
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations. *

The Applicant must ensure that this application is
complete and conforms with the Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses Regulations (available at the Land Use
Office for $10.00). Ten (10) copies of supporting
documents must be provided. The Commission
encourages the applicant to discuss any project with
the Town Staff and/or the Commission before
submitting an application. The Commission requests
that applications be submitted at least one week
before the meeting. *

The Agency shall monitor all Bolton wetland and
watercourses and have enforcement powers as
described in Section 14 of the Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses Regulations. The Commission
Members and designed agent(s) may make regular
inspections upon reasonable notice of all regulated
activities to investigate possible violations of the
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations. *

If this application is filed with the Inland Wetlands
Agent under Section 12.1 of the Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses Regulations, the Applicant may appeal
the Agent's decision according to the process
descibed in section 12.2 of the Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses Regulations. *

Attorney Info

Name Address

City State

Zip Phone

Email
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Engineer Information

Company Name Engineer Name

Address City

State Zip

Phone Registration #

Insurance Expiration

–

AOR

Email

Contractors

Name Address

City State

Zip Phone No

Email DBA
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Mobile Phone No

Additional Project Info

Date of Receipt

–

Hearings Commencement Deadline

–

Hearings Completion Deadline

–

Decision Deadline

–

Total Acreage

0.16

Distance to Town Line

500+

Extended Hearing Not Required

Attachments

IW-25-3 mod summary of changes.pdf
Uploaded by JOHN POZZATO on Mar 20, 2026 at 10:30 AM

Changes- modification IW-25-3.pdf
Uploaded by JOHN POZZATO on Mar 20, 2026 at 10:31 AM

Key Map of Property

Changes- modification IW-25-3.pdf
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        Conservation Commission   

        Phone (860) 649-8066 Extension 6110  

        E-mail: RParlee@boltonct.gov   

        

February 24, 2026  

  

Jim Rupert  

Town Administrator  

 

Rodney Fournier 

First Selectman 

 

Town of Bolton  

222 Bolton Center Rd,  

Bolton, CT 06043  

  

Re: Proposed Herrick Memorial Park Soccer Field  

  

Dear Jim and Rodney,    

 

As Chair of the Conservation Commission, I have been working to gain a clearer understanding 

of the internal process associated with the proposed improvements at Herrick Park. Our 

Commission was not aware of the opportunity to comment at the Inland Wetlands Commission 

meeting held on December 16, 2025, and therefore missed the brief window in which public 

input could have been offered. Given the scale of the proposed work within an established, 

publicly owned park, this appears to be the type of project that would ordinarily involve both a 

Public Hearing and a Site Walk. We were disappointed that neither occurred. 

 

To better understand the proposal and its potential impacts we conducted three informal site 

walks this month with a majority of our members on snowshoes, to evaluate existing conditions. 

Based on these visits and discussion at our last meeting on February 2, 2026, the Commission 

has several questions and observations: 

 

1. Use of Glyphosate and Soil Recommendations 

The Inland Wetlands Commission’s decision packet included a June 24, 2013 letter from Dr. 

William Dest, Agronomist/Soil Scientist, to Joseph Dillon, P.E., recommending (1) killing the 

existing sod with glyphosate and (2) adding compost prior to stripping topsoil. These 

Town of Bolton   
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recommendations appear to have been considered during the approval process. However, we 

understand from Administrative Assistant Jim Rupert that the engineering firm did not consider 

glyphosate a viable option. Clarification on how these recommendations factored into the review 

would be appreciated. 

 

2. Canopy Removal Adjacent to a Cold-Water Stream and NDDB Area 

The Commission is concerned about the proposed canopy removal (clearcut) upgradient of a 

cold-water stream and wetland complex identified in the CTDEEP Natural Diversity Database. 

During our site walks, we observed a healthy, mature forest containing several Chestnut trees and 

unusually healthy Ash trees, free from the Emerald Ash Borer. We would appreciate 

understanding how potential impacts to this high-value habitat were evaluated. 

 

3.Stone Wall and Downhill Wetlands 

Questions were raised regarding the preservation of the historic stone wall and the protection of 

wetlands located within approximately 50 feet downslope of the clearcut. We also noted several 

pocket wetlands and would like to know whether any were evaluated for vernal pool 

characteristics. 

 

4. Slope, Grading, and Erosion Controls 

The site includes approximately 38 feet of elevation change from east to west, which may require 

substantial fill. We would like to understand what erosion and sedimentation controls are 

anticipated, and how and when monitoring will be conducted during construction. We recognize 

that your Commission and staff routinely apply appropriate BMPs; our intent is simply to 

underscore their importance given the scale of grading. We also understand that the soccer field 

will be pitched to the west, potentially directing runoff toward wetlands, and that space 

constraints may preclude the installation of bleachers. 

 

5.Parking Lot Runoff and the Bates Memorial Area 

The proposed 35-space parking lot on the north side is pitched to the east, but runoff will 

ultimately flow west toward a “Preformed Scour Hole” adjacent to the Bates Memorial, 

established by the Town in 1994. An intermittent stream and defined channel already exist in this 

location. The memorial area includes a picnic space honoring Stan Bates, with a bench, table, 

boulder plaque, and three state trees representing his service as a National Park Ranger, Bolton 

Park Director, and Conservation Commission Chair. We respectfully ask whether this area is 

expected to be affected by the project, and whether a protective buffer can be incorporated. 

 

6. Bates Trail and Potential Erosion 

The Commission has expanded and helped maintain the Bates Trail, which runs from the kiosk at 

the Memorial to a pristine stream and field. Additional runoff could exacerbate erosion on this 

already saturated trail segment. We ask whether applying stone dust to this section could be 

considered as a mitigation measure. 

 

Finally, we understand from Jim Rupert that the Planning & Zoning Commission does not 

conduct technical review for this type of project and that an 8-24 referral is being sought. We also 

understand that the Town Engineer is finalizing specifications and intends to meet with us to 

ensure that the project does not adversely affect the memorial area. We appreciate this 

coordination. 



 

Thank you for any clarification you can provide. We recognize the significant effort required to 

coordinate projects of this nature and are simply seeking a clearer understanding of the 

procedural steps from an Inland Wetlands regulatory perspective. To ensure that the Conservation 

Commission does not miss future opportunities to provide timely comment, we respectfully offer 

the following motion for consideration: 

 

Motion: To request that the Conservation Commission be formally notified of all Inland Wetlands 

Commission meetings at which applications involving Town‑owned land, public parks, open 

space, or environmentally sensitive areas are scheduled for discussion or action, so that the 

Commission may have the opportunity to provide timely comment consistent with its advisory 

role. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and for all that you do as volunteers in service to the town 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rodney E. Parlee 

 

Rodney E. Parlee, Chair 

 

 

-attached June 24, 2013 letter from Dr. William Dest, Agronomist/Soil Scientist, to Joseph 

Dillon, P.E and maps showing approximate location of Bates Memorial 

 

 

 



  
  

  

Recommendations 1. Kill the existing sod on the present site with glyphosate. Till the sod once 

completely dead to pulverize it before stripping the topsoil. The intent is to accelerate its 

decomposition once the topsoil is stripped and stockpiled. Use a bog harrow followed by a 

reverse tiller to pulverize the vegetation. 5 2. Add compost to the topsoil before stripping to 

increase its organic matter content to at least 5% by weight. The organic matter is presently 2.9% 

by weight. Incorporate the organic matter throughout the top 8 inches of topsoil. This will save 

having to mix the compost with the topsoil off site. This same method should be applied to the 

topsoil in the wooded area if feasible once the trees are cut and the stumps and understory are 



removed. Otherwise the compost will have to be added when the topsoil in these areas are 

stripped and stockpiled.  
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