CITY OF REVERE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
5:00 pm Eastern Time 
Location: City Council Chambers 
Monthly Meeting – December 4th, 2025
1) Call Meeting to Order 
Chair Hossaini called the meeting to order
2) Roll Call Commissioners 
Present:
· Commissioner Kourou Pich
· Commissioner Albert Teccii
· Commissioner Sheila Johnson
· Commissioner Dr. Lorenco Garcia
· Chair Chaimaa Hossaini
· Vice Herby Jean-Baptiste
· Director Steve Morabito
· Chief Maria Alvita (Revere Police Department)
· Chief James Cullen (Revere Fire Department)
Absent:
· Commissioner Victor Paletere
3) Read Mission Statement 
The commission reads the mission statement, affirming the promotion of human and civil rights and ensuring equitable opportunities, dignity, fairness, and justice for all people of Revere.
4) Land Acknowledgment 
The Commission acknowledged that Revere is located on the land of the Pawtucket people and invited Indigenous and Native community members to engage with the Commission for resources and support.
5) Approval of Minutes from the November 6th Monthly Meeting Minutes
· Motion to approve: Made by Chief Cullen
· Second: Made by Vice Chair Jean-Baptiste
· Vote: All in favor, motion passed unanimously.
6) Monthly acknowledgements and Upcoming Events 
Chair Hossaini reviewed key observances for December:
· Universal Human Rights Month
· World AIDS Day – Dec 1
· International Day for People with Disabilities – Dec 3
· Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day – Dec 7
· International Human Rights Day – Dec 10
· International Human Solidarity Day – Dec 20
· Winter Solstice – Dec 21
· Christmas Eve/Day – Dec 24–25
· Kwanzaa – Dec 26–Jan 1
· Hanukkah – Dec 14–22
No additional events were proposed by commissioners.
7) Updates on Grant
The Chair provided an update on the Revere Cultural Council (RCC) grant:
· The Commission’s proposal for the Community Circles and Communications Project was rejected.
· Reason given: proposal did not demonstrate sufficient public benefit.
· The Chair, Dr. Garcia, and Commissioner Pitch submitted an appeal with detailed justification; the appeal was also rejected.
· The Commission will explore:
· Adjusting the project to fit its limited budget from City Hall
· Reconsidering the proposal for next year, pending clarification from RCC
· Using working groups to plan next steps
Follow-up communication with RCC is ongoing.
8) Meeting with Elder Affairs
Chair Hossaini reported meeting with Deb Pesca, head of Elder Affairs.
· Condolences extended to Ms. Pesca on the passing of her father.
· Opportunities identified for collaboration:
· Conducting questionnaires with seniors
· “Lunch and Learn” sessions
· Suggestion boxes and business cards at senior centers
· Potential use of senior center spaces for community circles/events
· Senior Centers identified:
· Hyman Towers (50 Walnut Ave)
· 45 Dolphin Ave
· Adult Day Health Center (Spanish-speaking support available)
· Friendly Gardens
· Jack’s House (Revere Beach area)
· Potential start for programming: February, if planning is completed by mid-January.
· Planned on having ongoing meetings with Elder Affairs.
9) Update on the working groups
The Commission reviewed and restructured its working groups to focus on priority areas given limited funding and bandwidth.
Previous Groups
Proposed Newly Formed Groups
A. Senior Connections
Focus: Engagement with senior centers, events, circle practices, feedback collection.
 Members:
· Chair Hossaini
· Vice Chair Jean-Baptiste
· Commissioner Johnson
B. Student Involvement
Focus: Youth outreach, school partnerships, student rights issues.
 	Members:
· Commissioner Pich
· Commissioner Tecci
· Dr. Lorenco Garcia
C. Community Outreach
Focus: Broader community engagement, continuation of prior project goals, 		connecting with underserved populations.
	 Members:
· Chair Hossaini
· Commissioner Johnson
· Commissioner Pich
· Dr. Lorenco Garcia
Chief Levita and Chief Cullen will serve as resource advisors to any group as needed.
· Motion made to create the revised working groups as listed by Chair Hossaini
· Motion to approve made by Chair Hossaini
· Second: Made by Commissioner Tecci
· Vote: All in favor; motion passed unanimously.
10) Open Forum
HRC Submission – Civil Rights Complaint
The Chair presented a recent confidential complaint submitted on Nov 21, 2025.
 (Note: Identifying details were withheld for confidentiality.)
Summary of Complaint (Redacted):
· The individual reported coercive and deceptive conduct at a facility.
· Staff allegedly separated the complainant from their partner, despite prior permission to remain together.
· Patient advocate allegedly delivered fear-based and medically inaccurate statements discouraging the partner from taking prescribed medication (abortion-related).
· Statements included graphic, medically misleading assertions tied to ideological views.
· The complainant requested a referral to the Massachusetts Attorney General for investigation.
Discussion
· Commissioners expressed concern regarding:
· Professional misconduct
· Use of fear-based misinformation
· Potential civil rights violations
· Director Morabito clarified:
· HRC cannot adjudicate individual cases
· Formal complaints go through an intake process led by the Executive Director
· The Director then refers cases to appropriate agencies (e.g., Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD), Attorney General)
· Individual complaint details cannot be shared publicly
· Public agendas cannot include identifying information
· Commissioners discussed:
· Ensuring confidentiality
· Providing resources
· Avoiding crossing into unauthorized investigative actions
· Creating general, non-case-specific community education materials
· Exploring whether the complainant permits broader anonymized public discussion
New “Mediator Group” Formation
To handle future confidential submissions more effectively:
Purpose
· Review incoming complaints (confidentially)
· Coordinate intake with the Executive Director
· Provide resource referrals
· Ensure cases are handled consistently and appropriately
Members
· Chair Hossaini
· Vice Chair Jean-Baptiste
· Commissioner Pich
Motion made by Chair Hossaini to create a “mediator” group		                            Second: Made	by Chief Lavita								                                 Vote: Unanimous approval, all are in favor. 
11) Adjournment
Chair Hossaini thanked commissioners, staff, and attendees for their time and contributions. The meeting was adjourned.

