


















Mr. Cleworth asked if the Engineering Department had reviewed the decision. Chief of Staff 
Michael Sanders confirmed that they had and that the City would not be losing any existing roads, 
only land that had been reserved for potential roads. 

No action was taken by the Council regarding the decision of the FNSB Platting Board. 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS AND REPORT 

Mayor O'Neall provided an update on several items, including activities from the past weekend 
such as street art downtown and 10 storm drains getting painted by local artists. In regard to the 
City Hall murals, she stated that she had issued a press release and emailed the Council after the 
initial timeline of July had moved up. She congratulated Fairbanks Police Department's Lieutenant 
Benn on his recent retirement and commended the Fairbanks Fire Department for becoming the 
first Emergency Medical Services agency in the state to earn the Gold-Level Pediatric Recognition 
from the Alaska State Office of EMS. Mayor O'Neall reported that the dock had been installed 
next to Golden Heart Plaza and had gotten a lot of use over the weekend. She shared that she had 
attended the recent "Build the Line" rally to express the City's support for a liquid natural gas 
(LNG) pipeline to be constructed with a Fairbanks spur line, and that she and Mr. Ringstad had 
met with representatives from the project's developer, Glenfame Group. Mayor O'Neall stated 
that she had attended a two-day Alaska Municipal League (AML) board meeting which involved 
a comprehensive review of all its services. She spoke about the City's recently launched 
Ambassador program that enlisted 20 trained volunteers, and she shared details about the 
downtown walking challenge that was issued to businesses and community members. She 
concluded with an update on the effort to implement a mental health court for Fairbanks, to divert 
people from the criminal justice system into the mental health system to provide adequate care. 

COUNCILMEMBERS' COMMENTS 

Ms. Therrien recounted that, during Citizens' Comments, some had cited concern over the murals 
due to City Hall being on the National Register of Historic Places and asked for clarification. 
Mayor O'Neall explained that although the building is on the registry, it was not built with federal 
funding, so painting, upgrades, and other alterations did not require approval. 

Mr. Cleworth stated that during Citizens' Comments, someone had spoken in favor of Lacey 
Street permanently closing and becoming a pedestrian corridor. He stated that he did not support 
that idea, pointed out that the closure was intended to be temporary, and advocated for the street 
to reopen as soon as possible. He spoke of the murals on City Hall, noting that he only learned of 
the project when the email was sent the Wednesday prior. He added that it would have been nice 
for the Council to have had an opportunity to discuss it during its work session so that members 
could ask questions and gain more knowledge. He suggested that from a procedural standpoint, it 
wm1lci have been preferable to have the Council involved, either by sharing a preview of the plan 
or having a conversation about whether the project should be open for competitive bidding. He 
explained that he had received several strong opinions from residents on the matter after the press 
release but that he had no information with which to respond. 

Ms. Therrien spoke of the Mayor and Mr. Ringstad's recent meeting with the Glenfarne Group 
regarding the LNG pipeline and asked if there would be opportunities for other Councilmembers 
to attend similar meetings. Mayor O'Neall indicated that there would not be, as getting more 
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Councilmembers involved would trigger requirements for public notice. Ms. Therrien asked if 
more information about the meeting could be shared. Mayor O'Neall invited Mr. Ringstad to 
provide a report. Mr. Ringstad shared that details about who was present and the topics discussed, 
such as communication, housing challenges, public safety concerns, and the company's intent for 
a Fairbanks-based office to assist with logistics. Ms. Therrien stated that if the company was to 
return for further discussions, she would like for the entire Council to be involved. 

Ms. Sprinkle shared that she spent time as a tourist in her own town over the weekend and was 
surprised to see the amount of graffiti on the pedestrian bridge near Golden Heart Plaza. She asked 
who maintains the bridge. Mayor O'Neall indicated that FNSB is responsible for that particular 
bridge. Ms. Sprinkle stated that she would follow up with the FNSB. She reported seeing seasonal 
foot patrol Officer Elzey on duty downtown and that it was great to witness the activities taking 
place at the Starter Block on Lacey Street. She added that she would love to someday see the 
stretch of Second Avenue between Cushman and Noble convert to a pedestrian-only corridor. 

Ms. Tidwell stated that she enjoyed the many great activities downtown over the weekend and 
that she also received feedback regarding the City Hall murals, although it was more positive than 
negative. She reported having participated in a ride-along with the Code Compliance Officer and 
gained a clearer perspective on how much had been accomplished in the few years since she joined 
the Council. She expressed excitement and hope for the direction they were heading and stated she 
believes the City Council is accomplishing great things. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a) Ordinance No. 6348-An Ordinance Amending Various Sections of the Fairbanks General 
Code Dealing with Nuisances. Sponsored by Mayor O'Neall. SECOND READING AND 
PUBLIC HEARING. 

Mayor O'Neall called for testimony and hearing none, declared Public Testimony closed. 

Ms. Sprinkle, seconded by Ms. Therrien, moved to ADOPT Ordinance No. 6348. 

Ms. Therrien, seconded by Ms. Sprinkle, moved to AMEND Ordinance No. 6348 by substituting 
the amended, proposed version. 

Ms. Therrien, seconded by Mr. Ringstad, moved to AMEND the amendment by striking Sec. 
78-397(c) under Section 3, which read: 

"No person may park a travel trailer, mobile home, or camp upon a city street or 
any other city owned or controlled property for more than 10 days for the purpose 
of residing therein, whether temporarily or not, except in area that are designated 
for that purpose." 

Mayor O'Neall explained that the issue is addressed elsewhere in the Fairbanks General Code 
(FGC), so the language was unnecessary. Attorney Chard clarified that the language proposed for 
removal by the amendment conflicts with another section of the FGC which prohibits trailers from 
being parked on a publicly maintained street for over one hour. 
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Ms. Sprinkle expressed disapproval of the one-hour limit but acknowledged that it would need to 
be addressed through a separate motion. 

Mayor O'Neall called for objection on the motion to AMEND the 
amendment by striking Sec. 78-397(c) and hearing none, declared the 
motion CARRIED. 

Ms. Sprinkle stated that she would like to see a change to Sec 78-397(a) and the one-hour limit 
for parking a trailer on a street. Attorney Chard clarified that the language had been in FGC for 
decades and while the Council could certainly amend it, a separate ordinance would be appropriate. 

Mr. Marney suggested that the one-hour limit was not being enforced at all. Attorney Chard 
reported that they regularly see citations and even impounds for vehicles that had been left on the 
street for a period of time. Mr. Marney discussed the various departments involved with such 
removals and expressed interest in updating certain processes. Mayor O'Neall ruled that this was 
not germane to the motion on the floor but could be addressed at a future work session. 

Ms. Sprinkle pointed out that other language within the same area of Code addressed time 
constraints and that it seemed confusing. At the invitation of Mayor O'Neall, Deputy Police Chief 
Richard Sweet and Code Compliance Officer Jarrod Zerbe explained the logic and enforcement of 
the regulations associated with parking within the right-of-way and answered clarifying questions. 

Mr. Ringstad suggested that common sense would be key for whomever enforced the laws in 
question because there could easily be unintended consequences. Deputy Chief Sweet concurred 
and provided a summary of the process used when staff encounters an abandoned vehicle or trailer. 

Attorney Chard advised that, after further consideration, an amendment to increase the one-hour 
limit for trailers would be appropriate, but only up to 24 hours as that is the limit established 
elsewhere in the FGC for all vehicles parked in the right-of-way. He added that the motion on the 
floor would first need to be disposed of. 

Clerk Snider reviewed the items that would be revised with adoption of the proposed substitute. 

Mayor O'Neall called for objection on the motion to AMEND 
Ordinance No. 6348 by substituting the amended, proposed version 
and hearing none, declared the motion CARRIED. 

Mr. Cleworth referenced the blighted property definition in Sec 10-208 which, if adopted, would 
state: "Properties zoned as residential containing two or more unregistered, inoperable, uncovered, 
or unscreened vehicles for more than 90 days." He stated that he knows many people who have 
two vehicles that meet that criteria and that they are often purchased to be worked on over time. 

Mr. Cleworth, seconded by Ms. Therrien, moved to AMEND Ordinance No. 6348, as Amended, 
by changing "two" to "three" under Sec. 10-208(a)(5). 

Mayor O'Neall called for objection on the motion to AMEND 
Ordinance No. 6348, as Amended, by changing "two" to "three" under 
Sec. 10-208(a)(5) and hearing none, declared the motion CARRIED. 
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Mr. Marney, in reference to Sec. 46-42, spoke of complaints from residents regarding noise tied 
to events at bars late in the evenings. Mayor O'Neall provided a summary of the noise variance 
process that businesses can apply for and how the City enforces any deviations. Mr. Marney noted 
that defecation and urination in public was not listed under the list of "Nuisance activities" between 
pages six and seven and asked if that was covered elsewhere in the FGC. Attorney Chard 
confirmed that Sec. 46-256 and Sec. 46-257 of the FGC addresses those items. He clarified that 
"nuisance" would generally refer to a repeated action. Mr. Marney explained that the Executive 
Director of Festival Fairbanks had shared that those issues continue to be a problem downtown. 

Ms. Therrien, seconded by Ms. Sprinkle, moved to AMEND Ordinance No. 6348, as Amended, 
by changing "one hour" to "24 hours" under Sec. 78-397(a). 

Ms. Therrien suggested the change would be more reasonable and in line with what is already 
enforced. Deputy Chief Sweet expressed support for the change. 

Mayor O'Neall called for objection on the motion to AMEND 
Ordinance No. 6348, as Amended, by changing "one hour" to "24 
hours" under Sec. 78-397(a) and hearing none, declared the motion 
CARRIED. 

Ms. Therrien gave examples of situations outside the permitted guidelines for RVs and vehicles 
parked on the street and asked if they were violations. Attorney Chard clarified that enforcement 
is typically in response to complaints or to address a dangerous situation but that, generally 
speaking, the City does not seek out parking violations absent of any other concern. 

Mr. Cleworth stated that he has often been frustrated by certain unenforced laws but 
acknowledged that having the laws in place and available is a prudent approach. 

Ms. Sprinkle agreed that there are other examples where the FGC provides enforcement "teeth" 
should a problem warrant a firmer response but that the reasonable discretion is also important. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 6348, 
AS AMENDED, AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS: Sprinkle, Therrien, Cleworth, Marney, Ringstad, Tidwell 
NAYS: None 
Mayor O'Neall declared the MOTION CARRIED and Ordinance 
No. 6348, as Amended, ADOPTED. 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Resolution No. 5215 -A Resolution Amending the City Schedule of Fees and Charges for 
Services by Adding a Fee for Excessive Police Responses. Sponsored by Mayor O'Neall. 

Ms. Sprinkle, seconded by Ms. Tidwell, moved to APPROVE Resolution No. 5215. 

Mr. Ringstad stated that he supported the idea behind the resolution but had some concerns over 
the functional reality. He recounted that the Council had seen several properties with long call 
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reports where many calls were not related to that specific address. He expressed hope that staff 
would have a conversation with any property owners or businesses before assessing any fees under 
the new regulation. Ms. Sprinkle noted that Ordinance No. 6348 included considerations to 
address the very concerns Mr. Ringstad had identified. 

Mr. Cleworth stated he thought the fee already existed. M. Sanders clarified that Ordinance No. 
6348 deleted the fee from Code, and Resolution No. 5215 would add it to the fee schedule. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 
5215 AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS: Tidwell, Cleworth, Ringstad, Marney, Sprinkle, Therrien 
NAYS: None 
Mayor O'Neall declared the MOTION CARRIED and Resolution 
No. 5215 APPROVED. 

b) Resolution No. 5216-A Resolution Amending the City Schedule of Fees and Charges for 
Services by Adjusting Garbage Collection Rates. Sponsored by Mayor O'Neall. 

Ms. Tidwell, seconded by Ms. Therrien, moved to APPROVE Resolution No. 5216. 

Mr. Marney recounted that garbage collection rates had gone up each of the six years that he 
served on the Council. He asked if there were any options to pursue relief from the FNSB. Mayor 
O'Neall reported that she had spoken with the Borough Mayor who indicated openness to the idea, 
provided the City offered a concession such as not charging the Borough for fire inspections. 

Ms. Sprinkle recalled that one year the Council had chosen to not raise rates, which negatively 
impacted the budget the following year. M. Sanders confirmed that was correct. He stated that by 
the end of that year the numbers did not pencil out, and he explained how constraints for allowable 
annual increases prevented the City from raising rates enough to make up for the difference. 

Mr. Cleworth asked if the numbers in the resolution aligned with those in the 2026 budget. Chief 
Financial Officer Margarita Bell confirmed that the budget had used an estimated increase of2.2% 
and that the actual change had come to 2.1 %. Mr. Cleworth asked if failing to approve the 
increases would require a later budget amendment. CFO Bell confirmed it would. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 
5216 AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS: Therrien, Tidwell, Ringstad, Marney, Sprinkle, Cleworth 
NAYS: None 
Mayor O'Neall declared the MOTION CARRIED and Resolution 
No. 5216 APPROVED. 

c) Resolution No. 5217 - A Resolution Establishing the Rate of Levy of 2026 Real Property 
Taxes for the City of Fairbanks, Alaska. Sponsored by Mayor O'Neall. 

Mr. Cleworth, seconded by Ms. Sprinkle, moved to APPROVE Resolution No. 5217. 
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Ms. Sprinkle recounted that in 2025 the Council had chosen to pay $3MM out of the City's 
General Fund to cover the first payment of a lawsuit settlement [see the regular meetings minutes 
of June 9 and 23, 2025}. She asked if any increase in the mill rate was being used to recover funds 
for that payment. CFO Bell confirmed that it was not. 

Mr. Ringstad stated that he recalled one $3MM payment earlier in 2025 and another later in 2025. 
Mayor O'Neall asked CFO Bell to provide a history of the payments related to the settlement. 

CFO Bell explained that in early 2025, the City's insurance provider made its payment of $2MM 
towards the $1 l.5MM settlement and that another $3MM was paid by the City directly. She 
recounted that in June 2025 it was proposed [see Resolution No. 517 5 J that the $3MM be recovered 
through the mill rate for the coming year, as outlined in FGC for claims and judgements against 
the City. She noted that the Council amended the resolution at that time to reduce the rate of levy 
such that the first payment of $3MM would come from the General Fund, with the understanding 
that the remaining payments would involve recovery through property taxes in coming years. CFO 
Bell reminded the Council that a $3.25MM payment was made in October 2025, and a final 
payment of$3.25MM would be due in October 2026. She clarified that while Resolution No. 5217 
would increase the rate of levy, the footnote explains that "taxes for judgements and claims were 
reduced by $4,000,000. This amount will be levied over five to ten years beginning June 2028." 

Mr. Ringstad expressed frustration that taxpayers would be responsible for something that had 
nothing to do with them from decades ago. He indicated a preference for the City to pay what it 
can from savings. CFO Bell explained that the Council would not be able to transfer the funds 
without violating the FGC, as the unassigned General Fund balance cannot drop below $1 0MM or 
20% of budgeted operational expenditures, whichever is greater [FGC Sec 2-651 (b)j. Mr. 
Ringstad stated that he would like more details on the fund balance to better understand the 
Council's options. CFO Bell shared that that would be reviewed at the next Finance Committee 
meeting. Mr. Ringstad pointed out that he was expected to vote on the resolution presently. 

Ms. Therrien suggested that it could have been worse. She recalled discussion at the work session 
over an estimated mill rate of7.587 but that the suggestion from Mayor O'Neall to spread the Risk 
Fund replenishment in $IMM increments over five or more years had brought it down to 6.381. 

Mr. Marney asked if the Council had to make that decision right away. CFO Bell stated that the 
Council need only set the mill rate for the coming year right away and that it could determine at a 
later time how to address the outstanding $4MM. 

Ms. Sprinkle recounted having always heard that the current Council could not commit specific 
spending obligations for a future Council and asked if the proposal was permitted. Mayor O'Neall 
confirmed that this was an existing liability that must be paid but that the manner in which the 
Council replenishes the Risk Funn w~s within its purview. She gave an example of the type of 
fiscal commitments that would not be permitted. 

Mr. Ringstad surmised that this meant the Council could set the mill rate for the coming year but 
not any years beyond that. He reiterated his disappointment in not having additional fund balance 
information to review other options. 
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Mr. Marney noted that while the Council must set the mill rate by June 15, the City does not 
receive certification documents from the Borough until the end of May, which gives the Council 
very little time to make a significant decision. Mayor O'Neall acknowledged the challenge of the 
timing and clarified that it is driven by State statute and the difference in fiscal years. 

Ms. Sprinkle and Mr. Ringstad asked additional questions regarding the proposed amounts and 
rates. CFO Bell provided details about the mechanics associated with the mill rate process. 

Mr. Cleworth pointed out that by not including all the payments in the mill rate, the Council is 
creating a $4MM debt. He noted that a final $3.25MM payment is due by October 2026 and asked 
if there will be sufficient cashflow to cover it. CFO Bell confirmed that there would be. 

Ms. Therrien suggested that the Council's hands are tied in the matter and that the Mayor's 
proposal to spread the burden over several years would help taxpayers. 

Ms. Sprinkle agreed that two weeks to address such an important issue was unfortunate and asked 
to confirm there was not time for a work session discussion. CFO Bell confirmed that was correct. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 
5217 AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS: Cleworth, Sprinkle, Tidwell, Marney, Therrien 
NAYS: Ringstad 
Mayor O'Neall declared the MOTION CARRIED and Resolution 
No. 5217 APPROVED. 

d) Resolution No. 5218 - A Resolution Authorizing the City of Fairbanks to Apply For Funds 
from the United States Department of Homeland Security for the FY2025 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG). Sponsored by Mayor O'Neall. 

Chief of Staff Sanders provided a report on the grant, noting that with a 10% match the City could 
receive up to $IMM worth of training and equipment for the Fairbanks Fire Department. 

Ms. Therrien, seconded by Ms. Tidwell, moved to APPROVE Resolution No. 5218. 

Mr. Marney acknowledged that it was a good opportunity but asked if the City would have the 
money to cover a $100,000 match. M. Sanders shared that he believed the match was feasible. 
Mayor O'Neall clarified that the resolution only authorized the City to apply for the grant. 

Ms. Sprinkle referenced the project details in the fiscal note and asked about a "Hazmat unit." M. 
Sanders explained tfoit it w,1s c1 vehicle specific for responding to incidents involving hazardous 
materials. Ms. Sprinkle asked if one must be specially licensed to operate the vehicle, similar to 
an ambulance. M. Sanders clarified that any firefighter would be able to drive the vehicle. 

Mr. Cleworth pointed out the $600,000 to cover overtime associated with training and asked if 
that was accurate. Fire Chief Andrew Coccaro explained that the department would modify 
staffing, as much of the training is 40-80 hours and not conducive for regular shift schedules. He 
affirmed that, other than the match, all of the expenses would be covered through the federal grant. 
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Ms. Sprinkle asked if the department had the manpower to hold the trainings in addition to their 
regular workload. Chief Coccaro confirmed that the trainings could be spread out effectively. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 
5218 AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS: Ringstad, Therrien, Cleworth, Marney, Sprinkle, Tidwell 
NAYS: None 
Mayor O'Neall declared the MOTION CARRIED and Resolution 
No. 5218 APPROVED. 

e) Ordinance No. 6349 - An Ordinance Transferring Land to the State of Alaska and Creating 
a Temporary Easement for the Steese/Johansen Interchange Project. Sponsored by Mayor 
O'Neall. 

ADV AN CED on the CONSENT AGENDA 

f) Ordinance No. 6350-An Ordinance Enacting Fairbanks General Code Chapter 70, Article 
II, Section 70-63, Requiring a Request for Proposals and Certain Procedures to Aid in the 
Solicitation and Selection of Long-Term Lessees of City-Owned Property. Sponsored by 
Councilmembers Cleworth, Marney, Sprinkle, Therrien, and Ringstad. 

ADV AN CED on the CONSENT AGENDA 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

a) Clay Street Cemetery Commission Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2026 

ACCEPTED on the CONSENT AGENDA 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND COUNCILMEMBERS' COMMENTS 

Ms. Therrien shared a message she received from Randy Frank regarding his disappointment in 
the name change of Pioneer Park as well as how he had been treated at the World Eskimo-Indian 
Olympics. She shared that AML would hold a conference in August. 

Ms. Sprinkle reported that the FNSB Economic Development Commission had discussed certain 
economic sharing powers between the City and Borough which needed to be reviewed and 
renewed soon. She discussed positive examples of the Storefront Improvement Program she had 
seen downtown and shared that the Borough had issued a bowling rematch challenge to the City 
Crnmc.il. Sh~ reported having also received positive and negative feedback from citizens regarding 
the City Hall murals and stated that it was a shame the Council had no prior knowledge of the 
project. M. Sanders shared details about the original plan which would have involved more public 
input and an anticipated implementation of July or August. He provided clarification on a lull in 
communication that had occurred and how the plan changed recently, with almost no notice, which 
put the Mayor in a difficult position to either say yes or see the whole project fold. He asserted that 
there had been no nefarious intent or desire to keep details from the Council or the public. He 
confirmed that he had spoken a State official in reference to the National Register of Historic 
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Places concerns to ensure the City could proceed with the murals. Ms. Sprinkle acknowledged 
the timing challenges and suggested that even a simple mention of the project to the Council, when 
the idea was coming together earlier in the year, would have been nice. 

Mr. Cleworth suggested it was a mistake to move forward with the murals without the 
involvement of the Council or the public and that it may have been better to hold off on such a 
decision even if it meant the project may not come to fruition. He shared having seen an 
announcement that the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation may be considering 
separating Fairbanks from North Pole for air quality issues, which would be positive for the City. 
He recounted that Fairbanks had not been out of compliance for many years and that it would be 
nice to not be penalized when the sensors in the Badger Road area get triggered. He recommended 
the Council pass a resolution supporting the change. Mr. Cleworth discussed electric, pedalless 
bicycles which can reach high speeds and are generally ridden by youth on sidewalks. He stated 
that he is unaware of any regulations for the "e-moto bikes" but that he has heard they have caused 
some problems in town. He suggested the Council discuss the issue at the next work session. 

Mr. Marney shared that he has seen groups of kids riding e-bikes at high speeds and he agrees it 
should be discussed. He provided a report on the Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation's 
recent Alaska Regional Development Organization (ARDOR) committee meeting. 

Ms. Therrien expressed disagreement with the Mayor's ruling that she did not have a conflict of 
interest regarding the BDTL license. She explained that attorneys develop relationships with 
clients where even if they are not representing the client on a current issue, the client still views 
them as their attorney, as the relationship may be reactivated. She asserted that the decision put 
her in a difficult place and she wished the Council would have considered overruling the Mayor. 

CITY CLERK'S REPORT 

Clerk Snider stated that she had nothing to report. 

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

Attorney Chard stated that he had nothing to report. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor O'Neall declared the meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

D~~CLERK 

Transcribed by: CC 
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