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THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY MEDICINE IN

MAINE

Family physicians are residency-trained, primary care specialists dedicated to treating the whole person. With a focus on 

prevention, primary care, and overall care coordination, family physicians provide a wide variety of clinical services, and, 

when necessary, refer their patients to a specialist, while continuing to advocate for that patient’s care.

Family Physicians in the U.S. Health Care System

More Americans depend on family physicians than on any other medical specialty. AAFP members are the main source of 

primary health care for the Medicare population and see a large proportion of new Medicaid beneficiaries.1
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In a week, the average family physician has 84 total patient encounters9

MON TUES WED THURS FRI

sees 61 patients 

in the office

makes 8 hospital 

visits

makes 1 nursing 

home visit hosts 13 e-visits

makes 

approximately

1
house

call

AAFP Headquarters

11400 Tomahawk Creek Pkwy., Leawood, KS 66211-2680

(800) 274-2237 • (913) 906-6000 • fp@aafp.org

AAFP Washington Office

1133 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Ste. 1100, Washington, DC 20036-1011

(202) 232-9033 • Fax: (202) 232-9044 • capitol@aafp.org

accept new 

Medicare patients86%
accept new 

Medicaid patients70%

increase (120 physicians) 

needed by 20304 9%
days of life are added with every 10 additional 

primary care providers added per 100k residents751

398,611 93% 57%

$1.1 billion 7,841 $579 million



1. AAFP. Family Medicine Facts. Retrieved from https://www.aafp.org/about/dive-into-family-medicine/family-medicine-

facts.html

2. ACGME. Advanced Program Search. Retrieved from https://apps.acgme.org/ads/Public/Programs/Search

3. HRSA. (January 2021). Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education Awardees. Retrieved from 

https://bhw.hrsa.gov/funding/apply-grant/teaching-health-center-graduate-medical-education/awardee-map

4. HealthLandscape. Underserved Population

5. GME Track® as of Aug. 25, 2022; AMA Physician Masterfile as of Dec. 31, 2021; and Medically Underserved Area 

designations as of Oct. 8, 2022.

6. GME Track® as of Aug. 25, 2022, and AMA Physician Masterfile as of Dec. 31, 2021.

7. Basu S, Phillips RS, Berkowitz SA, Landon BE, Bitton A, Phillips RL. Estimated Effect on Life Expectancy of 

Alleviating Primary Care Shortages in the United States. Ann Intern Med. 2021 Jul;174(7):920-926. doi: 

10.7326/M20-7381. Epub 2021 Mar 23. PMID: 33750188.

8. AMA. Economic Impact Study.

9. AAFP 2022 Practice Profile Survey

AAFP Headquarters

11400 Tomahawk Creek Pkwy., Leawood, KS 66211-2680

(800) 274-2237 • (913) 906-6000 • fp@aafp.org

AAFP Washington Office

1133 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Ste. 1100, Washington, DC 20036-1011

(202) 232-9033 • Fax: (202) 232-9044 • capitol@aafp.org

https://www.aafp.org/about/dive-into-family-medicine/family-medicine-facts.html
https://www.aafp.org/about/dive-into-family-medicine/family-medicine-facts.html
https://apps.acgme.org/ads/Public/Programs/Search
https://bhw.hrsa.gov/funding/apply-grant/teaching-health-center-graduate-medical-education/awardee-map
https://www.physicianseconomicimpact.org/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

