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In addition to the Big Dune beetles, elevations
below 5,000 feet in Southern Nevada are
home to the largest living reptile in the arid
southwest — the desert tortoise.
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Tortoise populations in the Mojave Desert
have been federally listed as threatened with
extinction under the Endangered Species Act.
This designation makes it illegal to harass,
collect, transport or harm tortoises and
provides for penalties of up to $50,000 in fines
and a year in prison for each violation.

How you can help:

Stay on existing roads

Avoid disturbing any vegetation

Pack it in, pack it out —dispose of your
garbage properly

Check with BLM Las Vegas Field
Office for current fire restrictions
Report any inappropriate use to BLM
Help protect the threatened desert
tortoise. Do not touch, disturb or
collect them. Watch this animal only
from a distance.

Leave plants and animals undisturbed.
Even boulders, dead plants and wood
provide important habitat.

Drive slowly enough to see and avoid
tortoises and other species

Before moving your vehicle, check
underneath to be sure a tortoise has not
sought refuge in its shade from the hot
desert sun

Do not release pets into the desert.
This is very stressful to a pet and can
introduce disease into healthy wildlife
populations.
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Enjoy Big Dune
Responsibly!

Big Dune is a unique place in southern
Nevada. It is 1.5 square mile complex star
dune that reaches 2,731 feet above sea level.

The dune is home to some very rare creatures
and the Bureau of Land Management needs
your help to keep these species off the
Endangered Species List!

Giuliani’s big dune scarab beetle
(Pseudocotalpa giulianii) was proposed for
listing as a threatened species under the
Endangered Species Act in August 1978. In
addition, the entire Big Dune Complex was
proposed as critical habitat for the species.
Off-road vehicle use was identified as the
largest threat to the species at the time.
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